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GET KEN BOA’S
SELECTED STUDIES
These selected spiritual resource titles are available at a 

discount from Kenboa.org and are great resources for personal 

bible study, small group discussions, or as gifts for a friend. 

 Be sure to take advantage of these great
offers while quantities last. 

At age six, the fi rst day of school is a scary 

proposition. Walking through the routines with 

mom the week before school starts—fi nding 

the bathrooms, meeting the teacher, and learn-

ing where to stand for the carpool queue—is 

totally different than the real thing. Many a 

parent has ended up walking their child into 

school on the fi rst day after seeing him or her 

freeze with fear at the curb. Love for a six year-

old allows that.

But what about when that fi rst-grader 

becomes a freshman in college? Not a few tears 

of apprehension and pain have dampened the 

cheeks of parents as they drive off campus, 

leaving their child to solve the maze of college 

or university life. But love for an 18 year-old 

demands that they drive away. Same parent, 

same child, same love—but now that love 

requires a different manifestation. It would be 

totally inappropriate for a parent to park the 

car and walk through the fi rst week of college 

with a child. As painful as it is for parents, chil-

dren have to be allowed to fi nd their own way.

In this case, a parent’s love is like God’s 

love for his own children. Sometimes he comes 

directly to our rescue, but sometimes he allows 

us to fi nd our own way. That is the manner of 

his love. The apostle John’s words are rendered 

“how great” by most modern Bible versions—

and indeed, God’s love is great. But a more 

literal rendering is “what manner of love” the 

Father bestows on us. That is, the Father’s love 

is of a certain kind. When we’re fi rst-graders 

in our faith, his love is one way. But when we 

approach (or should be approaching) maturity 

in our faith, his love may come differently. 

Same Father, same child, same love—but 

expressed in ways that best meet our needs as 

his children. 

The next time you wish God would come to 

your rescue and take you by the hand, remem-

ber: His love for you hasn’t changed. If you 

don’t see it expressed in the way you expected, 

look for it in another. However his love appears, 

you can be sure it is exactly what you need at 

that moment.

God’s Promise to You: 

“ I love you in different ways for differ-

ent reasons, but I always love you.”

THE PROMISES OF GOD
THE MANNER OF HIS LOVE – 1 JOHN 3:1

OCTOBER 2015

 We invite you to visit Ken’s website to 
see the growing number of resources 
that are available to help you in your 
thinking and practice. Also previous 
issues of the Refl ections newsletter 
are available on the website.
 (Georgia residents: please add 8% sales tax)

www.kenboa.org
Please make your checks

payable to Trinity House Publishers. 

Lord God, in this life I can only see in a mirror dimly 

and I can only know in part. I cannot know fully just as 

I have been fully known by You, but the time is coming 

soon when I will see You face to face. In that glorious 

day when I stand before You by the grace and merit of 

Christ, my questions will be answered and I will be 

satisfi ed. I will fully proclaim that You have done all 

things well. It is good for me, Lord, to refl ect on that 

future reality so that I can contextualize my 

circumstances in this present darkness. It is also good 

for me to review Your faithfulness to Your people in 

the past in spite of their disobedience, and to review 

Your many blessings and mercies in my own life’s 

journey. Then, as I look back on what You have done 

and look ahead to what You will do, I will grow in 

confi dence in what You are doing today.

Lord God, in this life I can only see in a mmmmmmmiiiririririririrrrror dimly 

We will be satisfi edWe will be satisfi ed 

Pursuing Wisdom
This interactive guided tour 

of Proverbs 1-9 presents an 

overview of Proverbs and 

examines the nature and 

source of wisdom. Pursuing 

Wisdom is part of a four-

part series by NavPress 

GuideBooks on the theme 

of wisdom (the other three 

are Living What You Believe, 

The Art of Living Well, and Wisdom at Work).

Regular price $13 | Sale price $7 + shipping

Answering the 
Tough Questions 
About God 

Dr. Boa tackles many of the 
most common objections 
and questions about Chris-
tianity in this third series 
on Answering the Tough 
Questions About God, containing 7 CDs.

Regular price $70 | Now Half Price, only $35  + shipping

All these items can be ordered through our online bookstore at KenBoa.org 

(www.kenboa.org/shop/) . Add an additional $8 for Fedex ground, or $6 for USPS ground.
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Who Do You Say I Am?
Sometimes God reveals himself to us in 

ways we weren’t expecting. And it brings us 

back to the question of worldview – the fi rst 

question about who we are is about who we say 

God is. With that in mind, and remembering 

my basic presuppositions, that the infi nite and 

personal God exists and has decisively revealed 

Himself in Christ and the Scriptures, what are 

the logical implications? There may be several, 

but if we look at Colossians 1:15-20 (go ahead 

and open your Bible to fi nd and read this), we 

have to say that the most important is that life 

is all about God, and not about us. All things 

have been created by Him and for Him, and 

we exist to serve God, not to try to persuade 

God to serve us. If we apply this, it might very 

well change how many of us pray.

In essence, the Bible reminds us again 

and again that “I am God, and you are not.” 

And we have a choice to make – wisdom or 

foolishness? Belief or incredulity? Light or 

darkness? Hope or despair? While most of us 

would not choose any other time in which to 

live, still we must recognize the world system 

for what it is, with these opposing extremes 

of belief, and we must not fall to either side. 

It may sound like a tale of two choices – but 

it is really more about knowing the answer 

concerning what we think about God before 

we can ever truly make any choice at all. 

And here’s why that matters – if we don’t 

get the story straight, everything else in our 

lives will be out of sync.

In Sync
 “I am God and you’re not.” We might 

forget that when we make ourselves into 

our own little gods, tiny autonomous agents 

who suppose we can control and create. But 

as Christians, we must constantly come to 

terms with the reality of that proposition: 

God is God, and I am not. And when we 

discover that our lives are centered on him, 

then we’ll fi nd our lives given back to us.

Those who try to make their life

secure will lose it, but those who lose 

their life will keep it

(Matthew 10:39).

It’s not that God’s some divine tyrant 

saying, “You do this or else; here’s the 

consequence.” Rather, this is what is right 

to do, because he is the source of all beauty, 

truth and goodness, and it would be spiritual, 

moral and intellectual insanity to actually 

fi ght against the source of beauty, truth, 

and goodness. It is right and proper for us 

to maintain the perspective that God is God, 

and life is about him. In his service is our 

perfect freedom. And you are free only when 

you serve Christ. You are a slave when you 

serve any other master. Though it may be a 

little diffi cult to comprehend, that’s really is 

what it comes down to in our understanding 

of the world.

Yet for us there is but one God,

the Father, from whom all things came 
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THE TEMPORAL AND
THE ETERNAL

and for whom we live; and there is but 

one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom all 

things came and through whom we live

(1 Corinthians 8:6).

We exist for him, and not for ourselves. This 

is one reason Jesus had to ask the question (and 

He asks us over and over): What do you seek? 

But remember the answer? It wasn’t about 

theology or philosophy or grasping all the 

answers of the world through him in that one 

moment. The answer was in his reply, “Come, 

and you will see.” And they went and spent the 

day with him.

What are the logical implications of the 

view that the infi nite and personal God exists, 

has decisively revealed himself in Christ and 

the Scriptures, and wants a relationship with 

us? Let us sum them up.

• Since we were created for relationship 

with the Author of every good thing, our 

purpose is to know him and become like 

him.

• Since the Bible was inspired by this God, 

we need to learn, understand, experience, 

and apply its precepts and principles.

• Scripture is countercultural, so, while we 

are on this earth, we will always experience 

a tension; we will seek to live our lives 

one way and constantly be pulled toward 

another. 

Life with Jesus is a gift; but it seems that 

when we get a great gift, we go immediately 

for it instead of toward the giver, and then 

we forget the giver altogether…at least for a 

time. But God knows our weaknesses (Psalm 

103:14). He doesn’t wait until we have perfect 

motives in pursuing him. If he did, nobody 

would ever make it. But at least we can work 

toward his fi nding pleasure in our efforts. 

The standard is Christ himself. God is 

God, and I am not, and it would be just 

great if our joy was actually made perfect in 

embracing that!

For by him all things were created: 

things in heaven and on earth, visible 

and invisible, whether thrones or 

powers or rulers or authorities; all 

things were created by him and for 

him. He is before all things, and in 

him all things hold together 

(Colossians 1:16-17).

We look to him for himself, and our joy 

is the byproduct of the course we choose. 

Alter Your Course
I don’t want to minimize the importance 

of grasping your resources in Christ as you 

struggle against the temporal system. You 

have the resource of the power of the Spirit of 

God if you will only invite him to reign and 

rule in your life and keep re-inviting him to 

do that when you try to take back control. 

And if you’ll also renew your mind with a 

biblical perspective, it will give you an eternal 

perspective about temporal things.

All along we’ve been asking the question, 

“How then shall we live?” Phil’s “homeless” 

guest speaker friend asked practically the same 

question, “Who do you say I am?” And these 

questions hold the same delivery value as Jesus’ 

fi rst question to his disciples, “What do you 

seek?” So ensues the quest, if you are a follower 

of Christ, to fi nd the real you, the intention of 

your heart. Who is the deepest you? Who is 

Christ in you? Do you have the hope of glory; 

is it manifest through you? This is the real 

longing; this is the real intention of your heart. 

Regardless of your fl awed understanding 

of God, if the intention of your heart is to be 

in relationship with Jesus (“and they spent 

the day with him”), your broken story will be 

better than pieced back together. Your course 

will be altered; your ship will sail safe waters, 

and no screaming lighthouse will have to force 

you to adjust your route. It will be so altered by 

knowing who he is. He will not have to disguise 

himself in order to ask, “Who do you say I am?” 

You will already know, you will believe, and you 

shall then know how to live, because at the very 

core of your worldview, you have found him in 

everything – everything that you see.
One Piedmont Center, Suite 130, Atlanta, Georgia 30305
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CREDIT CARD DONATIONS TO REFLECTIONS MINISTRIES

For your convenience, you can now make contributions 

to the work of Refl ections Ministries by credit card. 

You can call the Refl ections Ministries offi ce (404-842-0707) 

or visit our website (www.kenboa.org) for more information.

Reflections Ministries / Kenboa.org

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF
KEN BOA’S MEDIA RESOURCES

You can keep in touch with Ken 
via Twitter at Kenneth Boa 

or on Facebook at Kenneth Boa.

The grain of your 
character

There is a story about a traveler in 

a logging area who watched with 

curiosity as a lumberjack occasionally jabbed his 

sharp hook into a log to separate it from the others 

fl oating down a mountain stream.  When asked 

why he did this, the logger replied, “These may all 

look alike to you, but I can recognize that a few of 

them are quite different.  The ones I let pass are 

from trees that grew in a valley where they were 

always protected from the storms.  Their grain is 

rather coarse.  The ones I have hooked and kept 

apart came from high on the mountains.  From the 

time they were small they were beaten by strong 

winds.  This toughens the trees and gives them a 

fi ne grain.  We save them for choice work.  They 

are too good to be used for ordinary lumber.”

The grain of your character is being fi nely 

arranged by the toughening action of life’s trials 

and adversities.  “Before I was affl icted I went 

astray, but now I keep Your word” (Psalm 119:67, 

cf. vv. 71, 75).

For by him all things

were created: things in

heaven and on earth, visible

and invisible, whether thrones

or powers or rulers or authorities;

all things were created by him and

for him. He is before all things, and

in him all things hold together 

(Colossians 1:16-17)


