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THE PROMISES OF GOD

A Top-Down Vision of Biblical Leadership $20 + shipping

A Journal of
Sacred Readings
A guide through the four-step
process of Read, Reflect,
Respond, and Rest.
This one-year resource will enrich
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your encounters with Scripture by
guiding you through the fourstep process of Read, Reflect,
Respond, and Rest. Your spiritual
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New Devotional Study, only $36 + shipping
All these items can be ordered through our online bookstore at KenBoa.org
(www.kenboa.org/shop/). Add an additional $8 for Fedex ground, or $6 for USPS ground.

We invite you to visit Ken’s website to
see the growing number of resources
that are available to help you in your
thinking and practice. Previous issues
of the Reflections newsletter are also
available on the website.
(Georgia residents: please add 8% sales tax)
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Please make your checks
payable to Trinity House Publishers.

For instance, anyone who has begun their
own small business with assistance from the
government’s Small Business Association program will testify, through gritted teeth, of the
complexity of the process. Entrepreneurs use
the SBA as a last resort because of the bureaucratic challenges involved. It can take many,
many months and reams of paperwork to seek
and win approval for SBA funding. Or consider
an existing business that wants to build a new
factory. The impact statements required by the
Environmental Protection Agency are voluminous. But even they are simplistic compared
to the years of “asking” a drug company must
go through before winning the Food and Drug
Administration’s approval for a new medicine.
While safety and the stewardship of public
money and health require stringent oversight,
life in God’s kingdom is not that complicated.
For instance, the prayer (the way to “ask”) Jesus
taught His disciples consists of only 57 words in
the original Greek text. And yet, when we pray,
we approach God as if we were filing an application with the S.B.A., the E.P.A., or the F.D.A!
The key to kingdom prayer is this: Your Father
knows what you need before you ask him! The
implications of this are enormous, and should
change the entire way we view our relationship with God. Rather than coming to God to
inform him of our needs (as if we are talking
to a stranger in a government office who knows

www.kenboa.org

nothing about us), we should come to rest in
His presence, to praise him for who he is, and
to listen as His Spirit shows us how to align our
requests with our true needs and His will.
Not even our earthly fathers know everything about us, but our Heavenly Father does.
Why not meditate on Jesus’ model prayer and
begin to relax in God’s presence? You can tell
God nothing he doesn’t already know, so focus
on listening to what he is telling you.

God’s Promise to You:
“I know every need you have ever,
or will ever, have.”
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If the Christian is not careful, he or she will
allow the ways of the world to influence how we
live as citizens of the kingdom of God. Prayer
is an example of where we have made a simple
process complex.
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THE FATHER WHO KNOWS – MATTHEW 6:8-13
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The Great Story
Dear God
God, I know that the stories
stories, prophecies
and wisdom of the Hebrew Bible are critical for
our instruction, so that through perseverance
and the encouragement of the Scriptures we
might have hope. You have made it evident
that we cannot understand Your great Story
without the witness of inspired Scripture prior
to the coming of the Lord Jesus. May I regularly
expose myself to the full counsel of Your Word
and drink deeply from the well of both
Testaments. I give thanks for the profound
wisdom and marvels of Your revelation through
the people You inspired, and ask that I would
make the time to read, meditate, pray and rest
in Your Word so that I will walk in the path of
righteousness, trust and obedience. May the
life-giving seed of Your truth bear much fruit in
and through me.
www.kenboa.org
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The time of your life
Imagine there is a bank that credits

THE TEMPORAL AND
THE ETERNAL
Becoming a Permanent
Marker
I came across this little poem a few years ago.
When as a child I laughed and wept
time crept
When as a youth I dreamed and talked
time walked
When I became a full-grown man
time ran
When older still I daily grew
time flew
Soon shall I find, in traveling on
time gone
Time creeps, then it walks. It runs. It flies,
and then it’s gone. That’s profound and pithy,
but it is pessimistic; and no matter what your
story, it could cause you to lose hope. Either
it is dragging along; or it seems to be slipping
away from us.
Instead, let us look at life from the
perspective of those who presuppose that God
is present and is not silent regarding the details
and direction of our lives. Time still passes,

“How do I want to make
my mark on this world?”
“Is what I’m working toward now
something that will last forever?”
“Whom will I choose to serve?”
but for those of us who hold such a perspective,
there is a better understanding of how even
the smallest daily decisions find their own
place in the mosaic of eternity. Time moves
on, but it’s never gone. It’s invested. Every
action matters; every day is an opportunity to
make preparation for eternity a priority. And,

together, we all play a part in a story which
is much bigger than any one of us and more
wonderful than any of us could ever imagine
(1 Corinthians 9).
A person who cannot see past secular goals
of achievement will never fully realize how his
compartmentalization has made the largest
thing in life his own ego. But if life is truly
the story of God and our finding our own
role in that story, then this shortsightedness
has idolatrous implications that shouldn’t be
ignored.
We’ve talked about this once already,
but perhaps we should consider it again. For
many of us, time seems to be gaining on us,
regardless of our perspective or worldview. In
light of that fact, it would be wise for us to
ask ourselves some serious questions. You may
want to word them differently, but they will
probably look something like these: “How
do I want to make my mark on this world?”
“Is what I’m working toward now something
that will last forever?” “Whom will I choose
to serve?”
An eternal perspective will always lead us
to make preparation for eternity a priority.
But it is easy to get off track. You may want to
take a little break from reading now to think
about (maybe even write down) your answers
to these questions.

Making a Mark
I once (accidentally) picked up a Sharpee
permanent marker to write on the white
board during a class I was teaching. Needless
to say, no matter what kind of scrubbing and
scratching I did to get that stuff off, it was on
that board forever. But isn’t that really the kind
of permanence we all want to achieve (in life,
not on our white boards)? We don’t want to be
forgotten. And so it is that those of us with an
eternal perspective hope and believe that the
decisions we make and actions we take today

can contribute to a larger story, not the story
of us that will go down in history, but the story
of God, the permanent marker version, which
will go on into eternity. Choosing an eternal
paradigm means choosing to live a life that
matters forever, rather than a life that makes a
mark now but is easily erased in the long run of
the bigger story.
I remember feeling uncomfortable some
years ago when a friend said to me, “I want
to make a difference in the world. I don’t care
how I do it; I just want people to remember me
after I die. I want to leave a mark on the world.”
My friend is not alone in wanting to pursue
things that she thinks the world will declare
to be important. We all want to do something
that will matter forever. But (though she does
not know it) this is no way to leave a permanent
mark. You can’t make a permanent mark with
a Crayola™ crayon. We serve a God who
measures by the intention of our heart, and
how we do what we do does matter for eternity,
no matter how long our name is remembered.
And it matters even more whether we are trying
to please God or win the admiration of people.
We all want to matter. We want to know
that we are significant. We want to be sure that
we haven’t wasted the lives we’ve been given. We
don’t want our names to disappear from people’s
minds as the eraser of time travels on across that
white board. However, an eternal perspective
will lead us away from the world’s methods for
making an impact and toward seeing our time
here as an investment in eternity.

How Jesus Made a Mark
In the movie City Slickers, Billy Crystal
plays Mitch Robbins, a bored baby boomer
who sells radio advertising time. One day, he
visits his son’s school to tell about his work. In
one of this film’s greatest moments, he strays
from his speech about his vocation and begins
to tell a bewildered room full of students:
Value this time in your life kids, because this is
the time in your life when you still have your
choices, and it goes by so quickly. When you’re
a teenager you think you can do anything, and
you do. Your twenties are a blur. Your thirties,

you raise your family, you make a little money
and you think to yourself, “What happened to
my twenties?” Your forties, you grow a little pot
belly you grow another chin. The music starts
to get too loud and one of your old girlfriends

your account each morning with
$86,400. It carries over no balance
from day to day. Every evening it deletes whatever
part of the balance you failed to use during the

from high school becomes a grandmother. Your

day. What would you do? Draw out every cent,

fifties you have a minor surgery. You’ll call it

of course! Each of us has such a bank. Its name is

a “procedure,” but it’s a surgery. Your sixties

TIME. Every morning, it credits you with 86,400

you have a major surgery, the music is still loud

seconds. Every night it writes off, as lost, whatever

but it doesn’t matter because you can’t hear it

of this you have failed to invest to good purpose.

anyway. Seventies, you and the wife retire to
Fort Lauderdale; you start eating dinner at two,
lunch around ten, breakfast the night before.
And you spend most of your time wandering

It carries over no balance. It allows no overdraft.
Each day it opens a new account for you. Each night
it burns the remains of the day. If you fail to use the

around malls looking for the ultimate in soft

day’s deposits, the loss is yours. There is no going

yogurt and muttering “how come the kids

back. There is no drawing against the “tomorrow”.

don’t call?” By your eighties, you’ve had a

You must live in the present on today’s deposits.

major stroke, and you end up babbling to some

Invest it so as to get from it the utmost in health,

Jamaican nurse who your wife can’t stand but

happiness and success! The clock is running. Make

who you call mama. Any questions?
The camera cuts to the kids. Blank stares
of incomprehension. They have no idea what
they have just encountered. But the audience
gets the clear impression that they have just
seen a man who is certain that what he is
doing doesn’t matter. We hear his pain echo
in his comic words, “I sell air!” To Mitch, life
is as vaporous as the radio space he sells, and
it is evident by his amusing oration that he is
thrashing about desperately to find his own
significance. While this speech makes us all
laugh, it really does illustrate well the blur that
life can become and the desperate desire we all
have for meaning.
What might Mitch have done to give his
life more meaning? What are we doing now
toward that end? As usual, when we look
to Jesus as our model, he turns everything
upside down. Jesus Christ, the best known
name ever to walk this earth, made his mark
by giving everything for his Father’s glory
(rather than his own) and for our benefit
(rather than his own).

the most of today.

CREDIT CARD DONATIONS TO REFLECTIONS MINISTRIES
For your convenience, you can now make contributions
to the work of Reflections Ministries by credit card.
You can call the Reflections Ministries office (404-842-0707)
or visit our website (www.kenboa.org) for more information.
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via Twitter at Kenneth Boa
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