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THE PROMISES OF GOD

A Top-Down Vision of Biblical Leadership $20 + shipping

A Journal of
Sacred Readings
A guide through the four-step
process of Read, Reflect,
Respond, and Rest.
This one-year resource will enrich
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your encounters with Scripture by
guiding you through the fourstep process of Read, Reflect,
Respond, and Rest. Your spiritual
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New Devotional Study, only $36 + shipping
All these items can be ordered through our online bookstore at KenBoa.org
(www.kenboa.org/shop/). Add an additional $8 for Fedex ground, or $6 for USPS ground.

We invite you to visit Ken’s website to
see the growing number of resources
that are available to help you in your
thinking and practice. Previous issues
of the Reflections newsletter are also
available on the website.
(Georgia residents: please add 8% sales tax)
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payable to Trinity House Publishers.

Approaching the place of his own burning, he insisted that such a large amount of
wood was not necessary for his burning, and
that most should be given to the poor. Then,
seeing a poor man standing nearby who had
no shoes, he removed his own and gave them
to him. Better, he said, for the poor to be
saved from the cold than for his shoes to be
wasted in the flames. When the executioner
offered to strangle him before the burning to
lessen his misery in the flames, he denied the
offering, saying that he had no fear of the fire.
To the amazement and despair of those who
watched, he gave up his life for the Lord in
whose love he both lived and died.
The apostle Paul himself, only a few years
after writing his letter to the church in Rome,
suffered a martyr’s death at the hands of
Emperor Nero. But before that day, he asked
the Romans: “What shall separate us from the
love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or
sword?” (Rom. 8:35) Or, Giles Tilleman would
add 1,500 years later, “Shall fire?” None of these
things, Paul went on to say—“[nothing] else in
all creation”—can separate us from the love of
God in Christ. The reason we know that martyrs like Paul and Tilleman died in the love of
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God is because the love of God was seen through
them when they lived.
The trials you face this week may not be the
flames or swords of martyrdom. But regardless
of the source of your tests, you will be tempted
to wonder if your challenges are a sign that God
has withdrawn his love. Remember: God’s love
is not seen as much in his temporal protection of
you as in your tested reflection of Him.

Setbacks &
Circumstances

God’s Promise to You:
“My love for you is never more
present than when your love for Me
is being tested.”
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The year was 1544; the place, Brussels,
Belgium. Giles Tilleman, a faithful Christian
layman, was brought to the place where he
was to be burned at the stake as a heretic by
the organized church. But nothing that day
could separate Giles Tilleman from the love
of God which he had spent his life demonstrating to others.
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TRIED AND TRUE – ROMANS 8:38-39
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Leadership in the
L
IImage of God

Author and Ruler of all things, I confess that I
am often impatient with the processes of life
that force me to cease striving and know that
You are God and I am not. My resources,
wisdom and power are so bounded that I
control very few of the things that happen in
my life. I get frustrated and impatient with the
challenges and unexpected troubles that crop
up so often. But when I think more deeply, I
realize that these setbacks and circumstances
can accomplish more in my character formation
than in having things go my way. It is through
such things that patience and forbearance and
steadfastness and fortitude are forged by Your
wise and loving hands in my life. May I learn to
wait on You, to hope in You, to trust in You, to
delight myself in You and to unreservedly
commit my ways to You.
www.kenboa.org
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THE TEMPORAL AND
THE ETERNAL
Serving someone else isn’t usually our first
thought. We labor to make a mark and woo the
world. But Jesus bore our marks in order to save
the world. What a difference! When he hung
on the cross and proclaimed, “It is finished,”
he was speaking of a completed work. All sins
past, present, and future have been paid in full
for anyone who will receive him as Lord and
Savior. Jesus made his mark by descending to
you and me, just as we are, and he was elevated
only because this was the will of his Father. Our
goal should be to attain the same kind of mindset Jesus had:
Your attitude should be the same as that of
Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature God,
did not consider equality with God something
to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking
the very nature of a servant, being made in
human likeness. And being found in appearance
as a man, he humbled himself and became
obedient to death—even death on a cross!
Therefore God exalted him to the highest place
and gave him the name that is above every

The most permanent mark
ever made on this world was
accomplished by one who descended,
served, poured himself out,
and humbled himself.
name, that at the name of Jesus every knee
should bow, in heaven and on earth and under
the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
(Philippians 2:5-11)
The most permanent mark ever made
on this world was accomplished by one who

descended, served, poured himself out, and
humbled himself. As a result of his descent,
our hearts can now ascend in response to the
overtures of a God who loves us, chases us,
and draws us to himself. One we may have
understood to be a distant tyrant is no such
thing. Instead, he is a pursuant lover who calls
us beloved friends and children. And it was
the choice of one man, God’s son, to serve his
Father so that we could learn to serve him too.
We live in a broken world, and it is very
difficult for us to see that this could be any
way to make our own names last forever. We
are tempted to seek God on our own terms
and by our own merits, not by humbling
ourselves and serving. The divine longing to
reconnect with our Creator causes us to aspire
to something that exceeds our own abilities,
for sure. But many of us settle for what we can
manage. While we long for the greater thing,
we often settle for the lesser thing which
has the appearance of the divine, but never
involves the enabling grace of the Messiah to
make it happen.

The Mark of Trust
As in many world languages, Greek has two
words for “knowing,” and understanding them
can help us see this issue in a very practical
sense. The word (oida) refers to intellectual or
cognitive knowledge, and (ginosko) deals with
experiential or personal knowledge. Many of
the Apostle Paul’s prayers for the churches he
served refer to the latter definition, citing that
a genuine comprehension of the Lord comes
through real acts of faith. It is the difference
between having an academic knowledge of
how a parachute works and actually strapping
the thing on and jumping out of an airplane.
Only one of these will allow us to experience
the reality.
Making a permanent mark in the world
requires a radical perspective, an attitude

of dependence upon God, trusting in him
like we trust in that parachute. If the first
presupposition of Christianity is that God
exists, and His Spirit guides us to the story
of the Father through the incarnation of the
Son, then this second presupposition must
follow: there can be no higher purpose than
to grow in our relationship and trust of him.
This is an investment that is guaranteed to
provide dividends in eternity. This experiential
learning allows us to know him less by hearsay
and more by acquaintance, as we seek to
conform our hearts and minds to his and as we
become increasingly more like him.

Time, Chance and
Presumption
Even though we are all eternal beings, there
is no way of avoiding the dimension of time.
We may correctly see the fleeting moments
as Mitch Robbins saw them, but we must use
the moments we’ve been given on this side
of eternity to invite Christ into our hearts,
allowing him to adjust our core intentions as
we weave our lives into the fabric of his story.
This way, every facet of our lives can become
spiritual through God’s divine grace, when they
are set apart for him. Nothing else matters if it
is not somehow related to him and his vertically
transcendent kingdom. He is God, and we are
not; all of life is about him, and not about us.
The implications of this are nothing short of
astounding, and the only mark that matters is
the one which he has asked us to make.
In 1991, Brandon Bruce Lee (son of the late
Bruce Lee) died at 28 years old after a shooting
accident on the set of his film, The Crow, and
was buried next to his father. That same year,
Black Belt magazine had named Brandon “Man
of the Year.” When he died, he left behind one
fiancée, two multi-picture movie deals and
what appeared to be many years of success in
career and life ahead of him.
Several years after his death, I came across
a biography about him and read these words
which he had inscribed on the invitations
to his wedding, an event which would have
taken place only 17 days after the shooting
accident that caused his death. They are

weighty and prophetic:
Because we do not know when we will die, we
get to think of life as an inexhaustible well. And
yet everything happens only a certain number
of times and a very small number, really. How
many more times will you remember a certain
afternoon of your childhood, an afternoon that is
so deeply a part of your being that you can’t even
conceive of your life without it. Perhaps four or
five times more? Perhaps not even that. How
many more times will you watch the full moon
rise? Perhaps 20? And yet it all seems limitless.”
Brandon Lee never knew how prophetic
his words could be. He never did see another
full moon rise. But that is the wisdom of not
being presumptuous. There’s a tremendous
danger in presuming upon the future,
especially when it leads to the belief that
you have all the time in the world. This is
the mistake many of us make and a reason
why the unexpected funerals of those whom
we care about can tend to catch us off guard.
Unlike Brandon Bruce Lee, a lot of people
are presumptuous about the time they’ve been
granted. Some have considered a shift to an
eternal paradigm but found the temporal more
appealing and assumed that they could deal
with the issue of God later. They may have
never articulated this belief out loud, yet deep
down they are thinking it, “Church, God,
yeah, that’ll have to wait.” They get married,
have kids and then start thinking about it
again, but statistics say that a decision about
God, when put off, most often turns out to
be permanent indecision. If we have spent the
entire journey of our lives avoiding God, why
in the world would we imagine an authentic
change of heart would come later on?
If we live a long life, it is more likely
that our final days on this earth will reflect
a culmination of our earlier days, especially
when it comes to habits and perspectives.
Making the most of time means we begin
to examine these perspectives now. How do
we intend to make our mark? Who will we
choose to serve? Will what we are pursuing
now really matter forever?

Treasure every moment
Treasure every moment that you have!
And treasure it more because you
shared it with someone special, special
enough with whom to spend your time.
And remember that time waits for no
one. Yesterday is history. Tomorrow a mystery. Today is
a gift. That’s why it’s called the present! Robert Ripley,
the “Believe It or Not” man, once pointed out: “A plain
bar of iron is worth $5. The same bar of iron, when
made into horseshoes, is worth $10.50. If made into
needles, it is worth $355. If made into pen knife blades,
it is worth $3,285, and if turned into balance springs
for watches, that identical bar of iron becomes worth
$250,000.” The same is true of time. Some people can
turn an hour into horseshoes; others can turn it into
needles. A smaller number know how to change it into
knife blades. But only a few of us have learned how
to transform a golden hour into true-tempered watch
springs.
Think of a person you admire and respect. You
look up to this person and marvel at his achievements.
Yet, regardless of his age, economic status, family
background or talent, he has not one second more of
time at his disposal than you. His secret is that he has
learned how to spend his share of valuable time to best
advantage, to pack every working minute of his life with
meaningful, productive accomplishments.
Use your time well and make the most of every
precious minute.
CREDIT CARD DONATIONS TO REFLECTIONS MINISTRIES
For your convenience, you can now make contributions
to the work of Reflections Ministries by credit card.
You can call the Reflections Ministries office (404-842-0707)
or visit our website (www.kenboa.org) for more information.
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