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Get Ken Boa’s
selected studies
These selected spiritual resource titles are available at a 
discount from Kenboa.org and are great resources for personal 
bible study, small group discussions, or as gifts for a friend. 

 Be sure to take advantage of these great 
offer while quantities last. 

Sense and Nonsense 
About Angels and 
Demons
Information on angels and demons is 
rampant today, but much of it is anything 
but trustworthy. This book helps you 
cut through the clutter to see what the 
Bible actually reveals about spiritual 
beings, both good and evil. Learn about: 
What an angel is and isn’t; What angels 
do and why; The fascinating history of 
angelology; What angels may look like at 

the rare times they appear; The Angel of the Lord: when an angel is more 
than an angel; The devil and his angels; The origins of Satan: what the 
Bible really says. 157 pages. regular price $10.00

 — Discount priced for $7.00 +  shippping

What the Bible Says 
About the Word of 
God (Complete Set of 4 CDs)

The source of truth for Christ-followers 
is under great attack these days, if not 
completely dismissed as irrelevant, 
unnecessary, or simply a matter of private 
interpretation. Gain a solid biblical 
understanding on the Word of God and 
the canon of Scripture, the authority of Scripture, the inerrancy and clarity 
of Scripture, and the necessity and sufficiency of Scripture in Dr. Boa’s 
four-message teaching. 

regular price $40.00 — Half priced $20.00 + shippping

All these items can be ordered through our online bookstore at KenBoa.org  
(www.kenboa.org/shop/). Add an additional $8 for Fedex ground, or $6 for UPS ground.  

Woe was Moses. He was facing a hot, tired, 
weary, complaining band of several hundred 
thousand Hebrew former slaves. His task? 
Convince them they would be able to face the 
sword-swinging, chariot-driving Canaanites 
and Philistines looming large on the horizon 
of the Promised Land—and defeat them. They 
had just completed a grueling, months-long 
trek through the hot desert sands of the Sinai 
Peninsula. And the perfect picture came to 
Moses: The Lord your God will carry you to 
victory “as a father carries his son.” As a father 
carries his son!

The Hebrew men to whom Moses was 
speaking had been carrying their small children 
off and on for months. It started in the mid-
dle of the night when they fled Egypt during 
the first Passover. They carried them the next 
day over hot Sinai sands when little legs could 
toddle no further. Then, with walls of water 
roaring and thrashing on either side, fathers 
grabbed up hysterical children and slogged 
through the muddy floor of the Red Sea to 
escape Pharaoh’s charging chariots. Then, 
more hot sands . . .  scorpion stings . . . stone 
cuts . . . feet that became pin cushions for 
desert briars. As a father carries his son, so 
God will carry you, Moses said.

How does a father carry a son? The time-
less way is to come from behind and scoop 
the child up with a fluid movement that 
plants him on a shoulder. What child doesn’t 
love that perch? Arms tightly wrapped around 
daddy’s head, vise-like hands of the father 
securing his safety—from that coveted spot 
a child knows no fear, sees no obstcles, and 
is ready to conquer the world. His father’s 

strength becomes his as long as he is being car-
ried—which is exactly what the father wants 
him to feel.

Do you have a promised land to invade—
or maybe just a dinner to prepare after working 
hard all day? Forget your burned, stung, and 
cut feet. Let your Father scoop you up, like the 
flood raising Noah’s boat, and plant you on 
his mountain-like shoulders. From there, you 
will see what you couldn’t see standing on your 
own. You’ll see things from His perspective.

God’s Promise to You:

“ While I am carrying you, you will never 
stumble or fall.”

THE PROMISES OF GOD
the view from his shoulders (deuteronomy 1:30-31)

GOd Of wiSdOm, your plans and 
purposes are lofty and unattainable by 
human comprehension. even though the 
world is in rebellion against you, all that 
you have planned in your perfect wisdom 
will be fully accomplished. it amazes me 
that you will do this through the choices 
both of those who know you and those who 
have rebelled against you. You have given 
me the dignity of being a moral agent 
whose decisions will matter. i pray that the 
choices i make would be in conformity with 
your good and acceptable will, and i ask 
that you would clarify your desires for me 
through the burdens and aspirations that 
you implant within me. may i seek your 
guidance and power in transforming these 
burdens into plans that you inspire, so that 
i will honor your name by accomplishing 
what you have prepared for me to do.

JULY 2015
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We invite you to visit Ken’s website to 
see the growing number of resources 
that are available to help you in your 
thinking and practice. Also previous 
issues of the Reflections newsletter  
are available on the website.
(Georgia residents: please add 8% sales tax)

www.kenboa.org
Please make your checks payable to Trinity House Publishers. 
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Out of the Woods and Into 
the Light

Half way along the road we have to go,

I found myself obscured in a great forest,

Bewildered, and I knew I had lost the way.

—Dante Alighieri, The Divine Comedy 

In one of the most famous epic poems of all 
time, Dante Alighieri hits mid-life and dis-
covers he’s lost. It happens to the best of us. If 
we are sharp enough to force ourselves to slow 
down and examine what we’ve been working 
toward up ‘til now, we may discover that what 
looked like treasure at the pace we were going is 
(on closer inspection) really nothing more than 
emptiness, delusion and foolishness. The things 
we really wanted most—fulfillment, reality, and 
wisdom—are nowhere in sight. We are bewil-
dered, and we know we’ve lost our way.

Perhaps no one tells the story of being lost at 
mid-life like Dante in his great epic poem The 
Divine Comedy. Written almost 700 years ago, 
Dante’s poem is an autobiographical allegory of 
this man’s spiritual journey to “paradise.” And 
while Dante’s world differed greatly from ours, 
the fact remains that he was on the same journey 
through the great forest of life many of us are, 
completely lost in our past as we navigate in the 
present so that we might have an eternal future. 
Everyone has this longing and is looking for a 
way out of the forest; but most people generally 
don’t come into conscious awareness of it until 
somewhere in the middle of the journey of life. 

Just then (as we discussed in the last issue) 
we see our capacities diminishing while our 
responsibilities only seem to be increasing, and 
we find ourselves at an unexpected point of 
frustration. Suddenly all the things that we had 
hoped for, or had hoped to be able to do, are 
no longer viable options as we begin to come 

to terms with our own mortality. Many of our 
fondest aspirations related to family, career, 
health, and even our faith simply haven’t come 
about as we’d hoped. While we knew we were 
mortal, the momentum we were gaining was 
beginning to convince us otherwise. So the cri-
sis brings us back to face reality.

Even those few people who have achieved 
enormous amounts of success, have found that 
it’s just not enough. The reality check still comes 
at some point. As King Solomon wrote: “Yet 
when I surveyed all that my hands had done 
and what I had toiled to achieve, everything was 
meaningless, a chasing after the wind; nothing 
was gained under the sun.” Mel Gibson said 
nearly the same thing before he made his Passion 
movie. As Augustine put it, “God has made us 
for himself, and our hearts are restless until they 
find their rest in him.” However, many times 
we settle for shortsighted outlets that tickle the 
senses while depleting the soul. In an odd way, 
we can find ourselves wrestling with our faith 
while simultaneously ignoring it, as we become 
further distracted by the pleasures of the world.

It’s a safe bet to blame it on the world, the 
system that exists here which is completely con-
trary to the love of God. It will always lead us 
toward the temporal and reinforce our efforts in 
that direction. It won’t ever teach us to pursue 
knowing God over gaining pleasure, approval of 
God over desiring recognition, servanthood over 
treasuring popularity, integrity and character 
over wealth, and status or humility over power. It 
just won’t. It can’t. 

Instead, it offers us an inevitable progression 
toward self-centeredness. Need proof? Just look 
at the progression demonstrated by magazine 
titles during the last century: Time Magazine 
(1923), Life (1936), People (1974), Us (1980), 
and Self (1982). As the world shouts out its shiny 
but shortsighted directions to the Good Life, we 
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THE TEMPORAL And
THE ETERnAL (PART 34)

may easily find ourselves so overwhelmed by the 
volume of these directions that we end up follow-
ing the world’s lead instead of laboring to hear 
the still, small whisper of the Lord in all its purity. 

And that’s how we get lost.
We can’t say we haven’t been warned that this 

is where a temporal paradigm would leave us. 
We’re told in 1 John 2:15-16: 

Do not love the world nor the things  
in the world. If anyone loves the world,  
the love of the Father is not in him. 
For all that is in the world,  
the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes 
and the boastful pride of life, is not from  
the Father, but is from the world. 

Many people misinterpret this passage and 
stray toward an old Gnostic belief that matter 
is the enemy. But God created everything and 
said that it was good. He made a world for us 
that is beautiful, and he gave us dominion over 
it. The love of the world that John is talking 
about is something else, as he explains in verse 
16. The “things in the world” which we are
being cautioned against are ethical choices,
not material possessions. As Michael Wittmer

says in Heaven is a Place on Earth, our problem 
is “sin, not stuff.”

John’s three-fold description of the world — 
“cravings,” “lust,” and “boasting”— describe 
sins, not various aspects of reality. The world 
John is warning us about is not the universe 
of beautiful things, but the sinful manner in 
which we often respond to what attracts us 
(that is, we crave and lust after something and 
then boast about our accomplishment when 
we unjustly acquire it).

So, again, the problem is in the paradigm. 
We must maintain our eternal worldview while 
living faithfully in this world. But the cravings 
and lust (and the temptation to boast when we 
acquire and achieve) seem to pursue us. This is 
what Dante found. And it is when this tempo-
ral, worldly paradigm sneaks in that we must 
maintain our holy and eternal perspective, just as 
Dante maintained his focus on the light ahead 
of him. This world system will perish, but we 
remind ourselves that “the one who does the will 
of God abides forever” (1 John 2:17). Despite 
what our mirror and our world tell us at mid-life, 
we are designed, destined even, to live forever. 

One Piedmont center, Suite 130, Atlanta, georgia 30305
404-842-0707 •  www.kenboa.org

creDIT cArD DONATIONS TO refLecTIONS MINISTrIeS
for your convenience, you can now make contributions  

to the work of reflections Ministries by credit card.  
You can call the reflections Ministries office (404-842-0707)  
or visit our website (www.kenboa.org) for more information.

Reflections Ministries / Kenboa.org

TAKE ADvANTAGE oF 
KEN BoA’S MEDIA RESoURCES

You can keep in touch with Ken  
via Twitter at Kenneth Boa  

or on Facebook at Kenneth Boa.

A GRASP OF  
LIFE’S BREvITY

Time, like an ever-rolling stream,
Bears all its sons away;
They fly forgotten as a dream
Dies at the op’ning day.

The busy tribes of flesh and blood
With all their cares and fears,
Are carried downward like a flood
And lost in following years.

these verses from isaac watts’ hymn, o God, our help in 
Ages Past, are based on the profound contrast in Psalm 90 
between the eternality of God and the brevity of our earthly 
sojourn. this psalm, written by moses near the end of his 
own journey, counsels us to number our days in order to 
present to God a heart of wisdom (vs. 12). david’s meditation 
in Psalm 39:4-7 develops the same theme: 

Lord, make me to know my end,  
And what is the extent of my days, 
Let me know how transient I am.
Behold, You have made my days as handbreadths,
And my lifetime as nothing in Your sight,
Surely every man at his best is a mere breath.
Surely every man walks about as a phantom;
Surely they make an uproar for nothing; 
He amasses riches, and does not know who will gather them.
And now, Lord, for what do I wait?
My hope is in You.

As the world shouts out its shiny  
but shortsighted directions to the 

Good Life, we may easily find ourselves 
so overwhelmed by the volume of 

these directions that we end up 
following the world’s lead instead of 

laboring to hear the still, small whisper 
of the Lord in all its purity. 

And that’s how we get lost.
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