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GET KEN BOA’S
SELECTED STUDIES
These selected spiritual resource titles are available at a 

discount from Kenboa.org and are great resources for personal 

bible study, small group discussions, or as gifts for a friend. 

 Be sure to take advantage of these great
offers while quantities last. 

A dark spot on the proud history of England 

occurred in the days following World War II. 

London was decimated by German bombing, 

and, as a result of deaths and the strains of 

war, many English families abandoned their 

small children to orphanages. History has not 

revealed the clear reasons for England’s actions, 

but she transported literally hundreds and hun-

dreds of war orphans (most with parents still 

living in England) to Australia, apparently 

to help populate that burgeoning part of her 

empire. It was not until nearly a half-century 

later that the truth was discovered by the grown 

children—they were British, not Australian, 

and many had parents alive in England whom 

they had never seen! 

When parents are taken away—and even 

worse, when parents have walked away—it 

is not easy for children to compensate for 

the loss. They are not equipped emotionally 

to process the harshness of life on their own 

and integrate its lessons. Healing can be real-

ized, and often is through the sacrifi cial and 

healing love of adoptive parents. But when it 

is not, a loss of identity occurs that keeps a 

perpetual longing in the heart of the child.

In a way, every human being begins life as 

a spiritual orphan. Because our fi rst parents, 

Adam and Eve, ran away from their heavenly 

Father, we who are their descendants come 

into this world with a deep sense of spiritual 

estrangement. Fortunately, God reached out 

to Adam and Eve and restored their relation-

ship, and Paul says God is doing the same with 

us. When we come to know Christ, God’s 

Spirit immediately tells our human spirit that 

we are home—we have found “Abba,” our 

true spiritual daddy. His lap is large and luxuri-

ous, and he beckons us to come near. We receive 

not only His love now, but become His heirs, 

destined to share His eternal glory.

If you sometimes sense you “aren’t home,” it 

may be that you’ve never met your true Father. 

Or perhaps you know him, but still don’t know 

him like you need to. Pray this prayer—“Holy 

Spirit, Show me my true spiritual Father”—and 

get ready to unpack your bags and stay forever.

God’s Promise to You: 

“ When you fi nd Me, you fi nd a Father 

who will never leave you.”

THE PROMISES OF GOD
ORPHANS NO MORE – ROMANS 8:14-16

SEPTEMBER 2015

 We invite you to visit Ken’s website to 
see the growing number of resources 
that are available to help you in your 
thinking and practice. Also previous 
issues of the Refl ections newsletter 
are available on the website.
 (Georgia residents: please add 8% sales tax)

www.kenboa.org
Please make your checks

payable to Trinity House Publishers. 

Lord in whom I trust, 
I freely acknowledge that

I am often tempted to 

question Your ways and to wonder why You allow diffi cult and 

grievous things to happen not only in my life, but also in the lives 

of the people I love. But I must also admit that I simply do not 

have the knowledge or perspective that I would need to 

understand Your purposes in these events. When I consider the 

history of Your people in preparation for the coming of the 

Messiah, it is remarkable how little of that time they fl ourished 

and how many mistakes and enduring consequences dogged 

their lives and shattered their dreams. But when I see it from the 

broader perspective of the New Testament, it becomes clear 

that all of that contributed to a far greater good that will continue 

into eternity. May I never lose hope in You and Your works.

Lord in whom I trust,
I freely acknowledge that

I am often tempted to 

ti Y d t d h Y ll diffi lt d

A far greaterA far greater 
                GoodGood 

A Journal of 
Sacred Readings
A guide through the four-

step process of Read, Refl ect, 

Respond, and Rest.

This one-year resource 
will enrich your encounters 
with Scripture by guiding 
you through the four-step 
process of Read, Refl ect, 
Respond, and Rest. Your 
spiritual life will be enriched 

as you record your encounters with these passages. Spiral 
bound, 395 pages.

New Devotional Study, only $36 + shipping

I’m Glad You Asked 

This book is one of Dr. Boa’s classic best-
sellers, having been in print for over 30 
years. This revised edition addresses the 
basic objections to Christianity: Does God 
really exist? Why believe in miracles? Isn’t 
Christianity just a psychological crutch? Is 
the Bible really trustworthy? If God is good, 
why do evil and suffering exist? How can 
Christ be the only way to God? Will God 
judge those who never heard about Christ? If Christianity is true, 
why are there so many hypocrites? Isn’t a good moral life enough to 
get into heaven? Isn’t just believing in Christ too easy? What does it 
mean to believe? Can people really be sure of their salvation?

Regular price $20 | Now 30% off, only $14  + shipping

All these items can be ordered through our online bookstore at KenBoa.org 

(www.kenboa.org/shop/) . Add an additional $8 for Fedex ground, or $6 for USPS ground.
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We Believe It;
Do We Mean It?

A fi ve year old girl appears in her father’s offi ce 

with a black cape and a plastic sword. “Ta-daaa!” she 

says. “I’m Zorro!” The father snickers, but goes back 

to his paperwork. She taps his back and then makes 

the Z on it quickly as she repeats, “I’m Zorro!” So 

he pretends to fi ght her with an imaginary sword – 

for about 20 seconds. “Aw, daaaaad!” The little girl 

whines. “You have to at least act like you believe!”

Isn’t that our problem too? Frequently, we’re just 

playing. We’re not acting like we believe. 

But if I am trusting that my story is a part of 

his, then I had better know his story and act on my 

belief in it. If my fundamental belief is that God is 

there and he is not silent, everything I do should 

fl ow from these beliefs. The core concepts that God 

is and that he speaks should shape my perspective 

on everything. Who is God? Who am I? Where did 

we all come from? Why are we here? Where are we 

going, and how should we relate to each other? 

Astrobiologist and Cosmologist Carl Sagan 

said, “The cosmos is all that ever was, is, or ever 

will be.” But that’s a faith proposition. No scientifi c 

observation can tell you that. The limits of science 

are very profound, so claiming that science has 

all the answers is a statement of faith. Cosmology 

is a volatile science. If you work in this fi eld, your 

job is to determine how the universe began. And 

I can promise you, the theory held today will not 

be the same as what is popular years from now. If a 

cosmologist marries himself to the theory of today, 

he’ll be a widower in a few more years. And yet 

people still hold these things as if they’re absolutely 

proven and absolutely true. Why? Because people 

don’t want to live by faith. They want to have some 

sense of authority, and they think science gives it to 

them. Unfortunately, you and I can be that way as 

well; but if we choose well, our authority will come 

from God’s revealed word. We have bedrock, a 

fi nal authority, and our assumptions have profound 

implications.

Here’s the point: everybody has a faith system, 

even atheistic scientists. If you press a person hard 

enough, there are, deep down, at least some nebulous 

ideas about the answers to those questions that a 

worldview answers. Unfortunately, most people 

have left their presuppositions in this nebulous 

state, and that is not a very strong foundation on 

which to build a life. Few people can articulate 

their own belief system, and of the small number 

of people who can articulate their worldview, an 

even smaller percentage of people have thought 

through the logical implications of how their 

worldview would require them to live. And then, of 

this tiny percentage, only a handful of people have 

actually followed these implications to their logical 

conclusions.

What about you? Can you articulate what you 

believe? More to the point, does your behavior align 

with what you say you believe? As we have seen, we 

all have a worldview that shapes our understanding 

of our identity, our origin, our destiny and how 

we ought to live in this world. In other words, our 

worldview informs our values, and those values 

infl uence our behavior. And here is why that 

matters: your behavior is what the world sees.

If God is there, and he is not silent, if God is 

a person, a trinity of being, a community who is 

personal and has created us as persons in his image, 

if he has really revealed himself in various and 

diverse ways, then that has implications. God is 

either a very big deal or no deal at all, but he cannot 

be moderately important.

The present and active communication from God 

gives Christians the very foundations for living, and 

our lives must attest to our understanding that God, 

as ultimate reality, determines how we should live.
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THE TEMPORAL AND
THE ETERNAL

A Tale of Two Choices?

It was the best of times. It was the worst 

of the times. It was the age of wisdom. It was 

the age of foolishness. It was the epic of belief. 

It was the epic of incredulity. It was the 

season of light. It was the season of darkness. 

It was the spring of hope.

It was the winter of despair.

In what is perhaps the most famous precursory 

statement in literature, Charles Dickens, in

A Tale of Two Cities, accurately describes many 

eras that pass. It was as true then as it is now. It 

is fair to say that we now live simultaneously in 

an age of belief and an age of incredulity. People 

have never been more gullible than they are now, 

and there has never been such skepticism.

And in this age in which we now live, people 

have largely surrendered the right to think. 

Questions like “What do we believe?” “What 

is our role? What should we do?” frequently 

don’t get asked. If Christians begin thinking 

in “worldviewish” ways, there will be more 

answers to these questions. If we examine our 

basic, fundamental beliefs about who God is, we 

will work our way down through the rest of our 

beliefs, and follow this belief system to where it 

leads . . . to the question what do you seek? We 

will be able to answer it intelligibly – and ask it 

of others with conviction.

Always be prepared to give an answer to 

everyone who asks you to give the reason for the 

hope that you have. (1 Peter 3:15).

But we must fi rst establish who we believe 

God is. Then we can begin to think about who 

we are, in light of having been created in the 

image of a perfect Creator. This can be followed 

by thinking through who God is and to what he 

calls me. How should I think in light of this? 

How should I live?

We must remember, too, that in building 

a worldview we should deal with what’s most 

important fi rst, therefore we must always begin 

with who God is. You never go the other way 

around, because if you start with who God is, 

that will tell you who you are. And then if you 

know who you are, you will know how you 

should think about the world. If this is the way 

you think, if you are renewing your mind, how, 

then, shall you live? That is to say: what will you 

do? And what you do isn’t who you are, but it 

ought to fl ow out of who you are. 

Worldview

Who Is God? (Beliefs)

Who Am I? (Values)

How Then Shall I Live? 
(Behaviors)

So, what comes into your mind when you 

think about God? A.W. Tozer says we might 

predict with certainty the spiritual future of each 

man if we knew that answer, because what we 

think about God is the most important thing 

about us.

Years ago a young musician named Phil 

befriended a homeless guy near the youth camp 

he was attending. So he invited this fellow right 

into the camp, let him hang around the other 

kids, even invited him to eat dinner at his table. 

At fi rst, the other kids were wary of this man, 

but with time they all found they enjoyed his 

company and came to accept him. Maybe he 

didn’t have money in his pocket, but there was 

profound wisdom in his words. When they were 

all waiting for the guest speaker to take the 

podium that evening, they noticed this man 

get up from his chair, walk down the aisle and 

begin to remove his “homeless jacket.” With a 

cloth, he wiped the make-up “dirt” from his face. 

There stood their guest speaker, sporting a t-shirt 

which read, “Who Do You Say I Am?”

Phil immediately realized the point the 

homeless man/guest speaker was trying to make. 

That night, he went into his cabin and wrote 

these words,

Who do you say I am?

Do you know of my life or have you ever heard 

of me?

Who do you say I am?

Won’t you take the time to know me?

I am Jesus Christ the Lamb.

One Piedmont Center, Suite 130, Atlanta, Georgia 30305

404-842-0707 •  www.kenboa.org

CREDIT CARD DONATIONS TO REFLECTIONS MINISTRIES

For your convenience, you can now make contributions 

to the work of Refl ections Ministries by credit card. 

You can call the Refl ections Ministries offi ce (404-842-0707) 

or visit our website (www.kenboa.org) for more information.

Reflections Ministries / Kenboa.org

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF
KEN BOA’S MEDIA RESOURCES

You can keep in touch with Ken 
via Twitter at Kenneth Boa 

or on Facebook at Kenneth Boa.

Develop a spirit

of Thanksgiving

A grandmother is on the beach with her 

only grandson.  As she watches him playing 

in the surf, a huge wave comes up and carries him away.

In a panic, she desperately pleads to God for his return: 

“Take me instead—he’s my whole life, my only reason for 

living.  Do anything—just save him!”

Miraculously, a second huge wave appears and deposits 

the child at her feet unharmed.  She inspects him briefl y, 

raises her hands toward heaven and loudly proclaims, “He 

had a hat!”

Nothing ages more quickly than gratitude.  As we take the 

many blessings of our lives for granted, the grace of God 

degenerates into entitlement.  As my friend Ed Dudley 

used to put it, if we were born on third base, we wake up 

believing we just hit a triple.  

If we are wise, we will not leave gratitude to spontaneous 

moments, but cultivate a spirit of thanksgiving for all 

God has done in our past (Deuteronomy 8:2-3, 11-18), 

contentment with what He is doing in our present (1 

Thessalonians 5:16-18), and joyful hope for what He has 

promised for our future in Christ (1 Peter 1:3-4; 5:10).

Always be prepared to give an 

answer to everyone who asks you

to give the reason for the hope

that you have. (1 Peter 3:15).


