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GET KEN BOA’S
SELECTED STUDIES
These selected spiritual resource titles are available at a 
discount from Kenboa.org and are great resources for personal 
bible study, small group discussions, or as gifts for a friend. 

 Be sure to take advantage of these great
offers while quantities last. 

A person’s nickname almost always refl ects 

who the person is or what the person does. 

Because athletics involve so much action, there are 

an infi nite number of opportunities for athletes to 

develop nicknames that describe their prowess in 

a given sport. For instance, baseball home run 

king Hank Aaron was known as “The Hammer,” 

while Pete Rose’s obsessive intensity on the base 

paths earned him the nickname “Charlie Hustle.” 

Walter Johnson, one of the greatest major league 

baseball pitchers in history, had the nickname 

“the Big Train” because he threw the ball so fast. 

On the other hand, one of the best of the mod-

ern pitchers, Randy Johnson, is known as “the Big 

Unit” because he is so tall. Chicago Bears running 

back Walter Payton was called “Sweetness” for his 

smooth as silk running style, and professional 

hockey’s Wayne Gretzky was called simply “the 

Great One” because . . . well, because he was!

When a nickname is accurate, and the sub-

ject of the nickname continues to earn it year 

after year, it sticks. In fact, the nickname grad-

ually becomes how people think of the person; 

a “nametag,” an identity. With the idea of nick-

names (respectfully) in mind, God himself 

developed a way in which he became known to 

the Jewish people through the centuries of the 

Old Testament period. In fact, during the time 

in which God was introducing himself to his 

chosen people following the Exodus, he actually 

described himself to Moses in a way that was 

repeated many times by Old Testament writers. 

He called himself “the compassionate and gra-

cious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and 

faithfulness, maintaining love to thousands, and 

forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin.” These 

words were given to Moses personally, but soon 

God was known this way as prophets, psalmists, 

and historians used these words to describe him 

(see Num. 14:18; Neh. 9:17; Ps. 86:15; 103:8; 

145:8; Joel 2:13; Jonah 4:2).  

Would a person who never saw Roger Clemens 

pitch know who “the Rocket” referred to? Probably 

not. In a way, familiarity with nicknames is a sign 

of a true fan. The more you see God in action 

personally, the more you’ll know him as the one 

“abounding in love.”

God’s Promise to You: 

“ The more you see what I do, the more 
you will know who I am.”

THE PROMISES OF GOD
GOD’S NICKNAME – EXODUS 34:6-7A 

JANUARY 2016

The God ofThe God of
   the Un  expected

Leadership in the 
Image of God
Based on a teaching series 
on leadership, the three 
parts of this book concern 
the personal development, 
skill development, and 
relational development of a 
leader. Every chapter focuses 
on a top-down biblical 
perspective on leadership. 

Paperback, 420 pages.

A Top-Down Vision of Biblical Leadership $20  + shipping

The Devotional
Collection
The acclaimed and highly popular 
Devotional Collection includes 
Handbook to Prayer, a guide to 
the process of praying Scripture 
back to God; Handbook to 
Renewal, designed to renew 
your mind on a daily basis; 
and Handbook to Scripture, 
highlighting 365 key chapters of 
the Bible over the course of a year.

Each book is bound in leather with gilded edges and a ribbon 
bookmark and all three come in an attractive slip case.

Retailing for $75.00…now only $60.00 + shipping

All these items can be ordered through our online bookstore at KenBoa.org 
(www.kenboa.org/shop/) . Add an additional $8 for Fedex ground, or $6 for USPS ground.
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O Lord, You are the God of the unexpected. 
Often when I think I have a clear idea where 
my life is heading, You intervene in surprising 
and creative ways. When this happens, I am 
reminded again that my fi eld of vision is so 
bounded that I can only see as far as the fi rst 
bend in the road ahead. You have said that my 
faith in You is the assurance of things hoped 
for, the conviction of things not seen. When I 
hope in You, I hope in what I do not yet see, 
and I pray that I will persevere in waiting 
eagerly for the realization of all that You have 
promised. To trust in what You call me to do 
and to obey Your direction often does not 
make sense in the eyes of the world. 
Nevertheless, having come to faith in Christ 
Jesus, I know that I have no other viable option 
than to echo Mary’s words: Behold, the 
bondslave of the Lord; may it be done to me 
according to Your word.

 We invite you to visit Ken’s website to 
see the growing number of resources 
that are available to help you in your 
thinking and practice. Previous issues 
of the Refl ections newsletter are also 
available on the website.
 (Georgia residents: please add 8% sales tax)

www.kenboa.org
Please make your checks

payable to Trinity House Publishers. 



YHWH

Redeeming the Time and 
Keeping Our Promise

Teach us to number our days aright,
that we may gain a heart of wisdom.

Psalm 90:12

In Scripture, a “covenant” was a binding 

relationship between a superior party and 

lesser party. This action symbolized each 

individual’s willingness to give his own life 

to keep the agreement. To break a covenant 

was to invite one’s own death as penalty.

During the last supper before his 

crucif ixion, Jesus proclaimed, “This my 

blood of the covenant, which is poured 

out for many for the forgiveness of sins 

(Matthew 26:28). This statement refers to 

an extraordinarily unique picture of God 

as the one who makes the covenant, keeps 

the covenant, and empowers us to honor 

the covenant. We would do well, then, to 

take the Scriptures as more than a contract 

or historical document but as an active love 

letter from the Lord who reveals himself to 

us. The same God who made a covenant 

with Abraham to create a great nation of 

people makes a covenant with us through 

Jesus Christ. We mentioned this earlier in 

the chapter, but it bears repeating. Our God 

makes his mark by descending to us. Mont 

Smith puts it this way: 

In the very act of approaching Abraham with 
a covenant, God was offering to seriously limit 
His power. For when one makes a promise, he has 
eliminated a great many possible future actions. 
He must do that one act. God was committed to a 
whole series of actions as a result of the covenant 
with Abraham.

 
And he is committed to keeping his 

covenant made through his Son with us. Think 

about that for a minute. This is an awesome 

revelation. And it should shed some light on 

all of the other covenant relationships we 

have as well. We can begin to view all human 

promises and agreements as something more 

than what they seem on the surface. When a 

man and a woman enter into marriage, they 

are not just covenanting with each other; 

they are covenanting with God as the two 

become one fl esh. Likewise, when we serve a 

human authority, we can actually work with 

wholehearted integrity, keeping our covenant 

with God and with our “masters” by working 

for the Lord. In this way, the line between 

the “secular” and the “sacred” gets erased, 

and whatever profession or action we attempt 

becomes a divine mission. So we maintain our 

covenant in our temporal context, redeeming 

the time, and working toward making our 

mark because he is at work in us. 

The Jews recognized the fi rst fi ve books 

of Scripture as a summary of their covenant 

with God. We recognize the Bible in the same 

way; it is a divinely inspired abstract of God’s 

relationship to mankind. It would be incredibly 

wise, then, for us to understand, experience, 

and apply its precepts and principles daily, 

as we begin to view our covenant with our 

Heavenly Father more seriously.
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THE TEMPORAL AND
THE ETERNAL

Living On, Here for There
In Woody Allen’s fi lms, he has explored the 

big questions and issues of life. His musings 
are fascinatingly funny and depressing at the 
same time, and they often accurately refl ect the 
secular questions of our society that never seem 
to fi nd the sacred answers they’re looking for. 
Allen is said to have once shared this sobering 
refl ection (disguised in his usual wit):

 “Someone once asked me if my dream was to 
live on in the hearts of my people. And I said, 
‘I would like to live on in my apartment.’ And 

that’s really what I would prefer. You drop dead 
one day, and it means less than nothing if bil-

lions of people are singing your praises every day, 
all day long. I don’t want to achieve immortality 
through my work. I want to achieve it through 

not dying.”
This from the same man who said, “I’m not 

afraid to die. I just don’t want to be there when 

it happens!”

This is an intriguing observation, especially 

in a culture which elevates celebrities to godlike 

status. But even the fame of most celebrities will 

not outlive their generation. And then what? 

Generations later, they’ll be nothing more than 

names in someone’s genealogical search, having 

become what we fear most – forgotten and 

insignifi cant.

The Bible is the most counter-cultural 

book in the world and always will be. We are 

not called to dilute it or make it relevant to our 

culture; but rather we are called to follow it, no 

matter what our culture says. Thankfully, the 

Scriptures do not just judge culture but also 

provide insight about how we are to live in it. 

They reveal the kind of people we are to be so 

that the light of God penetrates into the dark 

of the temporal through us. This gives us our 

signifi cance; there is one who promises we will 

never be forgotten.

Practically speaking, the Scriptures work in 

combination with God’s Holy Spirit to guide us 

into truth every day. Such wisdom is priceless. 

As Luke 16:14 says, even the most religious 

of people can become scoffers and “lovers of 

money” who seek to control rather than humbly 

live under the umbrella of grace. To people who 

live like this, Jesus would say (as he did say 

once) “You are the ones who justify yourselves 

in the eyes of men, but God knows your hearts. 

What is highly valued among men is detestable 

in God’s sight.”

If we’re really good at impression 

management, people might never really know 

the person we’re hiding underneath. Still, we 

will never be able to deceive God who knows 

our hearts. As we stare into the Scriptures we 

will fi nd ourselves staring into a mirror that God 

uses to show us who we really are, how much he 

loves us, and his great plan for redeeming us. 

Without this gift, we can begin to believe our 

own press. We can be so seduced by adulation 

and achievement that we begin to pursue these 

things that are really shadows over the invisible 

things that matter most.

One of the underlying revelations in 

Scripture is that our brief, earthly sojourn is 

the beginning of a much greater and ultimate 

citizenship with God. As a friend of mine puts 

it, we are called to live “here for there,” or “now 

for then.” This doesn’t mean we are waiting 

until the day we die for our lives to begin to 

matter. Rather, our task is to bring the kingdom 

of God to earth in all that we do, so our choices, 

sacrifi ces, and actions count and echo into 

eternity. The relationship we have with the 

Lord will become clearer after death, but so will 

our accountability for the way we have treated 

people publicly and privately on this earth. 

Life on earth is not a game, nor is it merely 

some kind of prequel, unrelated to the rest of 

our eternal life. We are actively living out the 

real thing, the story of divine redemption, 

even now. As Jesus prayed, “Now this is eternal 
life: that they may know you, the only true God, 
and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent” (John 

17:3). For those of us who follow the Lord, our 

“eternal life” has already begun. 

As Woody Allen’s comments remind us, 

death will one day greet us, and our chances to 

matter in this life will be gone. But it is on that 

day that all things will be tested by the fi re of a 

holy God, and only the things that he declares 

worthwhile will matter. Until then, it would be 

wise for us to prepare for then by living our now 

in constant pursuit of a kingdom mentality and 

of the God of that kingdom himself, making 

use of the words he’s given us to prepare for it.
One Piedmont Center, Suite 130, Atlanta, Georgia 30305

404-842-0707 •  www.kenboa.org

CREDIT CARD DONATIONS TO REFLECTIONS MINISTRIES
For your convenience, you can now make contributions 

to the work of Refl ections Ministries by credit card. 
You can call the Refl ections Ministries offi ce (404-842-0707) 
or visit our website (www.kenboa.org) for more information.

Reflections Ministries / Kenboa.org

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF
KEN BOA’S MEDIA RESOURCES

You can keep in touch with Ken 
via Twitter at Kenneth Boa 

or on Facebook at Kenneth Boa.

Our negatives,
God’s positives
For all the negative things we have to say 
to ourselves, God always has a positive 
answer for it.

You say:  “It’s impossible”
God says: All things are possible (Luke 18:27)
You say:  “I’m too tired”
God says: I will give you rest (Matthew 11:28-30)
You say: “Nobody really loves me”
God says: I love you (John 3:16; 13:34)
You say: “I can’t go on”
God says: My grace is suffi cient (2 Corinthians 12:9)
You say: “I can’t fi gure things out”
God says: I will direct your steps (Proverbs 3:5-6)
You say: “I can’t do it”
God says: You can do all things (Philippians 4:13)
You say: “I’m not able”
God says: I am able (2 Corinthians 9:8)
You say:  “It’s not worth it”
God says: It will be worth it (Romans 8:28)
You say:  “I can’t forgive myself”
God says:  I forgive You (Romans 8:1; 1 John 1:9)
You say:  “I can’t manage”
God says: I will supply all your needs (Philippians 4:19)
You say:  “I’m afraid”
God says: I have not given you a spirit of fear (2 Timothy 1:7)
You say: “I’m always worried and frustrated”
God says: Cast all your cares on Me (1 Peter 5:7)
You say: “I don’t have enough faith”
God says: I’ve given everyone a measure of faith (Romans 12:3)
You say:  “I’m not smart enough”
God says:  I give you wisdom (1 Corinthians 1:30)
You say:  “I feel all alone”
God says:  I will never leave you or forsake you (Hebrews 13:5)

Now this is eternal life:

that they may know you, the only

true God, and Jesus Christ,

whom you have  sent.

John 17: 3 


