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A key aspect of God’s character has been 

watered down amidst the language and actions 

of the soap opera and romance novel culture. 

There, we encounter self-centered and immature 

adults who mistake possessiveness for love, 

sex for romance, and, most destructively, self-

centeredness for true jealousy. When carnal 

human beings are jealous of another person, 

they are jealous because they are about to lose 

someone or something they want. The focus is 

self-centered—“I want so-and-so for my own, and 

I will do anything to keep you from having him!” 

From junior high Jezebels to corporate Casanovas, 

self-centered jealousy is a way of life in the world.

With that cultural background, many Bible 

readers are surprised when they discover that the 

Judeo-Christian God is a “jealous God” (Exod. 

20:5; 34:14; Deut. 4:24; 5:9; Josh. 24:19). They 

wonder how God could reduce himself to the 

level of pettiness and vindictiveness so frequently 

associated with jealousy in the world. Obviously, 

he does not. The jealousy that God ascribes to 

himself is born out of his righteous character, 

and it has the well-being of others as its focus. 

God is self-centered in that he is self-dependent; 

his existence is centered in himself and depends 

on nothing outside of himself. But he is not self-

centered in that he thinks only of himself. To the 

contrary, his self-dependent nature means that he 

does not need us for his own well-being. He is 

therefore free to give himself totally to us.

An evidence of our fallen state is how we 

depend on emotional affi rmation from others 

rather than from God. If someone leaves us, we 

lose our strength, and become jealous of who or 

what took our strength away. Not so with God. 

There is only one reason he is a jealous God: To 

keep us from sin.

God knows that our worship of any other 

“god” or “idol” is false worship and will ultimately 

lead to sin. He therefore commands us—as Samuel 

commanded Israel—to put away anything—

person, place, thing, or activity—to which we 

have given our affection, and worship him alone. 

Worshipping a jealous God means worshipping the 

only true God, which is how we remain free of sin.

God’s Promise to You: 

“ As you stay focused on me, you will stay 
free from sin.”

THE PROMISES OF GOD
OUR JEALOUS GOD – 1 SAMUEL 7:3    
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 Fearfully and Fearfully and 
Wonderfully MadeWonderfully Made
God of all creation, You have embedded me in 
a physical existence on a planet perfectly fi ne-
tuned for life that orbits just the right kind of 
star in just the right kind of galaxy. But more 
extraordinary than all the wonders of the 
hundreds of billions of galaxies with their 
hundreds of billions of stars is the human body. 
We are fearfully and wonderfully made, a marvel 
of Your handiwork. I thank You for the mysteries 
of human existence and the ability You have 
given me in Christ to present to You the members 
of my body as instruments of righteousness. 
And though in this life I am subject to the 
conditions of the curse, I know that I can 
anticipate resurrected life in a body that will be 
conformed to the Body of the glorious 
resurrected Christ. May I use the opportunities 
You have given me in this life to accomplish what 
will endure in the next.

A teaching letter encouraging believers
to develop a clear mind and a warm heart.

www.kenboa.org

GET KEN BOA’S
SELECTED STUDIES
These selected spiritual resource titles are available at a 
discount from Kenboa.org and are great resources for 
personal bible study, small group discussions, or as gifts 
for a friend. 

 Be sure to take advantage of these 
great offers while quantities last. 

Rewriting Your Broken Story

In his new book, Rewriting Your Broken Story, Ken 

shows how God can transform our lives with an 

eternal perspective when we live with  the end 

in mind. In light of eternity, our struggles are  

temporary and our plot twists are not fatal. We are 

hardwired by God with eternity in our hearts, and 

that longing gives  us purpose, blesses others, and 

helps us make a lasting mark  on the world.

Rewriting Your Broken Story $16  + shipping

This item can be ordered through our online bookstore

at KenBoa.org  (www.kenboa.org/shop/) . 
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 We invite you to visit Ken’s website to 
see the growing number of resources 
that are available to help you in your 
thinking and practice. Previous issues 
of the Refl ections newsletter are also 
available on the website.
 (Georgia residents: please add 8% sales tax)

www.kenboa.org
Please make your checks

payable to Trinity House Publishers. 
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The Hypocrisy of the Pharisees
If we fail to face up to our inadequacy, we 

fall into the trap of the Pharisees: hypocrisy.  
Hypocrisy is the opposite of integrity, and this 
is precisely what Jesus accuses the Pharisees 
and teachers of the law of in Matthew 23.  
Six times in this sermon, he uses the stinging 
word “hypocrites” (vv. 13, 15, 23, 24, 27, 29).  
Originally, a hypocrite meant an actor who put 
on a mask to assume a false identity while he 
played for the audience.  This accusation would 
be particularly offensive to the Pharisees who 
hated all forms of Hellenization, including the 
Greek theatre.  In essence, Jesus was calling 
them the very thing they hated.  

Anyone who has ever labored under the false 
notion that Jesus was some kind of quiet, nice 
man will have trouble with these verses:

Woe to you, teachers of the law and 
Pharisees, you hypocrites!  You travel over 
land and sea to win a single convert, and 
when he becomes one, you make him twice 
as much a son of hell as you are…. Woe 
to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, 
you hypocrites!  You are like whitewashed 
tombs, which look beautiful on the outside 
but on the inside are full of dead men’s 
bones and everything unclean.  In the 
same way, on the outside you appear to 
people as righteous but on the inside you 
are full of hypocrisy and wickedness….

You snakes!  You brood of vipers!  How 
will you escape being condemned to hell?

Matthew 23:15, 27-28, 33

This is not, to use Philip Yancey’s expression, 
“Mr. Rogers with a beard!”  Jesus’ language reveals 
the depth of his righteous anger.  Notice that each 
verse that includes the word hypocrite begins with 
the words: “Woe to you.”  This word “woe” (ouai) 
can contain pathos, anger, warning and derision; 
and may include all of these at the same time.  In 
this passage, Jesus lambasted the Pharisees for 
saying one thing and doing another.  Their lack 
of integrity was not only substandard for those 

who would follow Christ, as religious leaders they 
were guilty of misrepresenting God the Father. We 
have already discovered that integrity – the direct 
opposite quality of hypocrisy – is the quality that 
people want most in a leader.  Clearly, the Pharisees 
and teachers of the law in Jesus’ day failed to live 
up to that standard.  When we talk about integrity 
today, we generally use other, closely related 
terms such as ethics and morality.  But a clear 
understanding of the concept of integrity requires 
clear thinking about all three words.  Each has 
a distinct meaning.  When properly used, they 
bring clarity to a crucial but often misunderstood 
leadership essential:

Ethics refers to a standard of right and wrong, 
good and evil.  It’s what the Pharisees said they 
believed was right.

Morality is a lived standard of right and wrong, 
good and evil.  It’s what the Pharisees actually did.

Integrity means “sound, complete, and inte-
grated.”  To the extent that a person’s ethics and 
morality are integrated, that person has integrity.  
To the extent that a person’s ethics and morality are 
not integrated, that person lacks integrity.

Let’s look at this another way.  If your friend 
John tells you he will lie, cheat and steal, he has a 
low ethic.  If he does business that way, he also has 
a low morality.  John is unethical and immoral, but 
he has integrity – twisted as it may be – because 
the morality is consistent with the ethic.  If John 
claims to cheat and steal but doesn’t cheat and 
steal, he is moral in practice but lacks integrity, 
because his morality doesn’t match his ethic.

You can have a high or low ethic.  You can be 
moral or immoral.  The choice is yours.  But if you 
want to have integrity, you must choose your ethic 
and live to match it.  Anyone who wants to lead 
at least owes it to prospective followers to let them 
know what they are getting into.

The Bible teaches a high and holy ethic.  A 
person who claims to be a Christian and to live by 
biblical standards makes an ethical statement.  He 
or she has committed to a certain morality.  For that 
person to have integrity, then, he or she must live 
by the biblical ethic.  Jesus makes it unequivocally 
clear that the worst choice is the hypocritical one.  
This is serious business.  When we fi nd our walk 
not matching our talk, the probing question of 
Jesus should echo in our hearts: “Why do you call 
me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what I say?” (Luke 
6:46).  If we imagine the holy eyes of Jesus Christ, 
Lord of the universe, as he asks this question, we 
ought to be at least a little frightened.
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The Process of Integration
It’s self-evident that a hypocrite is unqualifi ed 

to guide others toward attaining higher charac-
ter.  No one respects a person who talks a good 
game but fails to play by the rules.  What a leader 
does will have a greater impact on those he or she 
wishes to lead than what a leader says.  A person 
may forget 90 percent of what a leader says, but 
he or she will never forget how the leader lives.  
This is why Paul tells Timothy:

Be diligent in these matters; give 
yourself wholly to them, so that everyone 
may see your progress.  Watch your life 
and doctrine closely.  Persevere in them, 
because if you do, you will save both 
yourself and your hearers.”

1 Timothy 4:15-16

In this life, we never attain perfection.  But 
there should be progress toward the upward call 
of God in Christ Jesus.  We will never attain it 
this side of eternity, but there should be visible 
progress, evident to others.  Notice the two things 
Paul exhorts Timothy to watch: your life and your 
doctrine.  In other words, give careful attention 
to your behavior and your belief.  Make sure they 
match.  Constantly examine yourself to see whether 
or not your walk matches your talk.

Bill Hendricks encountered an illustration of 
this principle in the go-go days of the real estate 
market of the 1980s.  He met a developer who 
claimed to have woven what he called “biblical 
principles of business” into his deals.  But when the 
market went south, he skipped town and left his 
investors to pick up the pieces – and the debts.

Another of Bill’s friends stands in sharp contrast 
to the fi rst.  He too was a land developer.  He too 
talked of integrating biblical principles into his 
business.  And when the market crashed, so did his 
empire.  But unlike the man who ran away, this land 
developer, as a matter of conscience, worked out a 
plan to pay back his investors.

Money tends to bring out what’s really inside, 
doesn’t it?  When it comes to fi nancial matters, you 
really discover what a man is made of.  Which of 
those two men would you rather follow?  Which 
one demonstrated integrity?  David writes about 
the man “who keeps his oath even when it hurts” 
(Psalm 15:4b).  He is the man who “will never be 
shaken” (v. 5b).  There is simply no substitute for a 
man or woman of consistent Christ-like character.

That doesn’t imply that any of us will be 
perfect.  In fact, the New Testament doesn’t call for 

perfect leaders; it calls for those who are models of 
progress in their faith. We will all stumble in many 
ways, but our desire is to see progress toward the 
integration of our claims and our practice.

Secrecy and Small Things
The best way to discern whether or not we are 

making progress is to ask ourselves, “How do I 
live when no one’s looking?”  It’s easy to look like 
a person of integrity when people are watching, 
but do I live my private life with the same level 
of consistency as I live my public life?  So much 
of our lives are consumed with what might be 
called “image maintenance.”  We spend vast 
amounts of energy trying to get people to think 
about us the way we want to be thought about.  
John Ortberg suggests, “Human conversation 
is largely an endless attempt to convince others 
that we are more assertive or clever or gentle 
or successful than they might think if we did 
not carefully educate them.”  Jesus’ words in 
Matthew 6:1 are hard to get around: “Be careful 
not to do your acts of righteousness before men, 
to be seen by them.  If you do, you will have no 
reward from your Father in heaven.”

It’s possible to live one life publicly and 
another life privately.  That’s not integrity; it’s 
an invitation for God’s discipline.  We are to 
live with consistency in public and in private, 
because our Father “sees what is done in secret” 
(Matthew 6:4).  Since this is the case, being 
faithful in small, secret things is a big deal.  It 
may be the case that God is far less concerned 
with your public persona than he is in your 
private character.  He may be more concerned 
with how you manage your personal checking 
account than how well you administer the books 
on a big business deal.  It’s in the small, secret 
places of self-evaluation that God’s grace changes 
you and shapes you into the image of his Son.

In the end, we become what our desires make 
us. Who we become reveals what we really desire. If 
you desire the praise of men, then you will become 
a certain kind of person.  But if you desire the 
praise of God, then integrity will need to become 
a priority.  As you sense the overwhelming holiness 
of our Creator, you will understand how unraveled 
you are.  But as you focus on the grace of our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ, you will recognize that 
even though you may feel undone, you are not 
undone because he has made you whole. His grace 
is suffi cient, for his power is made perfect in your 
weakness (2 Corinthians 12:9).

Leading with 
a limp 

It is an odd business: the more 
I live, the more I fail. The more I 

fail, fall forward, and am caught by the arms 
of grace, the more I reveal the message of the 
gospel. The more I pretend to have arrived 
and offer others advice on how they can do 
the same, the more I become like the prodigal 
older brother, self-righteous and angry. The 
ironic truth that those who proclaim the gospel 
need it more than those who hear it is not 
new. It just isn’t being said loudly and clearly 
enough in this day of spin and professionalism 
and big programs.

Dan Allender, Leading with a Limp
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CREDIT CARD DONATIONS TO REFLECTIONS MINISTRIES

For your convenience, you can now make contributions 

to the work of Refl ections Ministries by credit card. 

You can call the Refl ections Ministries offi ce (404-842-0707) 

or visit our website (www.kenboa.org) for more information.
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TAKE ADVANTAGE OF
KEN BOA’S MEDIA RESOURCES

You can keep in touch with Ken 

via Twitter at Kenneth Boa 
or on Facebook at Kenneth Boa.


