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REFLECTIONS
Reflections on God’s

revealed truth
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We see ourselves as garden-variety Christians 

who are to be expected to sin, but we see others 

differently—they have something that keeps 

them from stumbling. The truth is, as Paul 

indicates elsewhere, that we are all “common” 

people—what applies to one applies to all (1 

Cor. 10:13). But one thing has changed that 

drastically impacts our ability not to sin. A great 

man, unwilling not to sin, illustrates it best.

King David, a man who knew better but 

was unwilling to stop, took another man’s wife, 

impregnated her, and killed her husband to avoid 

his discovering what had happened (2 Sam. 

11-12). After David lived with the sin nearly a 

year without confessing, God pointed the long 

arm of a prophet at David and said, “You have 

sinned.” David confessed, repented, and received 

God’s forgiveness. In Psalm 51, we have David’s 

prayer of confession and request for absolution 

from God. In verse 12, David asks for what 

he lacked when he began his journey into sin: 

“Grant me a willing spirit.” Lord, he says, my 

spirit lacks willingness to do your will! Grant me 

such a spirit—a willing spirit. 

In the Old Testament day in which David 

lived, the Holy Spirit had not been given as a gift 

to individual believers. But Ezekiel prophesied 

that what David lacked, all believers would one 

day have--a spirit made willing by God’s Spirit: 

“I will put my Spirit in you and move you to 

follow my decrees and . . . laws,” God said. What 

has changed is not the nature of man. Kings and 

commoners alike, in their carnal state, lack the 

willingness to keep God’s laws. In other words, 

we are willing to sin. But now, we have a new 

identity. We have been given the gift of the Spirit 

of God who inclines our spirit to obey God’s law.

Our inclination to sin hasn’t changed, but the 

times have. When God’s Spirit was given to the 

church at Pentecost (Acts 2:38), for the fi rst time 

in history it became possible for us to willingly 

do God’s will. The secret to victory over sin is the 

presence of the Spirit.

God’s Promise to You: 

“ If you depend on my Spirit, you will be 
unwilling to sin.”

THE PROMISES OF GOD
A WILLING SPIRIT – EZEKIEL 36:27    
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Acknowledging Acknowledging 
God in All ThingsGod in All Things
Dear Lord, just as Jesus is Your beloved Son 
with whom You are well-pleased, so I also want 
to be pleasing to You as Your beloved child. May 
I pursue the wisdom of treasuring relationships 
above all other goods, and may I put You 
uniquely above all relationships. It is as I love 
You more than others that I will be empowered 
to love them more. May I learn to know You 
better through meditation on Your Word and 
through the actions of trusting obedience. May 
I learn to acknowledge You in all things and to 
welcome You into my thoughts, decisions and 
actions throughout the day. And may I learn to 
be an other-centered person who expresses the 
fullness of life in Christ in the way I treat people 
with kindness and concern. Empower me to 
edify, encourage and exhort others to enjoy a 
closer relationship with You.

A teaching letter encouraging believers
to develop a clear mind and a warm heart.
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GET KEN BOA’S
SELECTED STUDIES
These selected spiritual resource titles are available at a 
discount from Kenboa.org and are great resources for 
personal bible study, small group discussions, or as gifts 
for a friend. 

 Be sure to take advantage of these 
great offers while quantities last. 

Rewriting Your Broken Story

In his new book, Rewriting Your Broken Story, Ken 

shows how God can transform our lives with an 

eternal perspective when we live with  the end 

in mind. In light of eternity, our struggles are  

temporary and our plot twists are not fatal. We are 

hardwired by God with eternity in our hearts, and 

that longing gives  us purpose, blesses others, and 

helps us make a lasting mark  on the world.

Rewriting Your Broken Story $16  + shipping

This item can be ordered through our online bookstore

at KenBoa.org  (www.kenboa.org/shop/) . 

g

 We invite you to visit Ken’s website to 
see the growing number of resources 
that are available to help you in your 
thinking and practice. Previous issues 
of the Refl ections newsletter are also 
available on the website.
 (Georgia residents: please add 8% sales tax)

www.kenboa.org
Please make your checks

payable to Trinity House Publishers. 
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Consider for a moment that everyone on 
earth has the same amount of time in every day.  
President or paper boy, housewife or executive, 
farmer or fi nancier – they all have exactly 24 
hours in each day, 168 hours in each week, 
525,600 minutes in each year.  Some people take 
that time and build relationships, dream dreams 
and make plans, cultivate their walk with God, 
develop new skills and live lives of adventure.  
Some people watch a lot of TV.

What differentiates people isn’t the amount of 
time available to them, but the manner in which 
they exercise their gifts and talents within the 
available time.  We can waste time; we can spend 
time; or we can invest our time wisely.  That’s 
what stewardship is about: faithfully developing 
and using our gifts, talents and resources within 
the amount of time God has allotted to us.

In every stewardship relationship there are 
two parties involved: the master who hands 
out the resources and will one day ask for an 
accounting; and the steward who is entrusted 
with the resources and must eventually answer for 
how they were invested.  God is the master; he 
distributes gifts at his discretion.  We are stewards, 
accountable to him for all that we do with all that 
we have.  Michael Novak puts it like this:

We didn’t give ourselves the 
personalities, talents, or longings we were 
born with.  When we fulfi ll these – these 
gifts from beyond ourselves – it is like 
fulfi lling something we were meant to 
do…. The Creator of all things knows the 
name of each of us – knows thoroughly, 
better than we do ourselves, what is in 
us, for he put it there and intends for us 
to do something with it – something that 
meshes with his intentions for many other 
people…. Even if we do not always think 
of it that way, each of us was given a 
calling – by fate, by chance, by destiny, by 
God.  Those who are lucky have found it.

Do not rush through this thought.  Herein 
lies the fundamental principle of biblical 
stewardship – the fundamental principle of all 

Christianity, in fact: We own nothing.  God 
owns everything; we are simply managers.  The 
Bible says, “You may say to yourself, ‘My power 
and the strength of my hands have produced 
this wealth for me.’  But remember the Lord 
your God, for it is he who gives you the ability 
to produce wealth” (Deuteronomy 8:17-18).  

As humbling as this sounds, we don’t bring 
anything to the table.  It’s all God’s.  This principle 
carries some heavy implications.  First, since God 
owns it all, he holds the rights that come with 
ownership.  Since we only have what we have 
been allowed to have, then we operate primarily 
in the realm of responsibilities.  Hear that clearly: 
God has rights; we have responsibilities. God 
has entrusted us with certain resources, gifts 
and abilities.  These things rightfully belong to 
him.  Our responsibility is to live by that trust 
by managing these things well, according to his 
design and desire.

Another implication is that since God owns 
everything and expects us to manage things 
according to his plan and purpose, every decision 
is a spiritual decision.  Whether it’s buying a new 
car or going to the movies, how we use our time 
and money matters a great deal to God.  God 
demands to be in the loop on every investment, 
purchase and decision.

The Parable of the Talents
When Jesus taught about his second coming, 

he drove home one important lesson: Only 
faithful stewards will be prepared for his return 
(Matthew 25:14-30).  The parable he used to 
make this point involved three servants who 
each received a dizzying sum of money from his 
master before that master departed on a long 
journey.  This is not just an act of generosity; 
this is an act of trust.  The master gave each 
of these servants the opportunity of a lifetime.  
This was their chance to prove themselves, 
test their skills and possibly rise to positions of 
greater infl uence and responsibility.

Upon his return the master discovered that 
two of the servants had invested the money, and 
that one had buried it.  He took the greatest gift 
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he would ever be given and buried it in a fi eld, 
forgetting – or choosing not to believe – that the 
master would return.  

There are a couple of variables in this story.  
First, the master does not give each servant the 
same amount of talents.  We don’t have to look 
too closely to see that this is just the way things 
are.  Some people have gifts that are publicly 
celebrated. Others have gifts that are quiet and 
unseen.  Not everyone is gifted in the same way, 
and that needs to be okay with us.  It would be 
foolish for the one-talent man to pout that he was 
only given one talent.  A talent was equivalent to 
15-years’ salary!  In a day when most people lived 
day to day, he ought to rejoice that he was given 
such a great gift.  

Jesus makes it clear that the size of the gift 
is not the important variable.  The variable that 
matters is what each servant does with what he’s 
been given.  While the fi rst servant is given more 
than double what the second servant is given, 
they are both commended with the exact same 
words: “Well done, good and faithful servant!  
You have been faithful with a few things; I will 
put you in charge of many things.  Come and 
share your master’s happiness” (vv. 21, 23).  In 
the fi nal analysis, on the day of reckoning, the 
master will not ask why you didn’t invest someone 
else’s gifts.  He won’t ask what you did with what 
you didn’t have.  He will only be concerned with 
what you did with your gift.

When the servant who had buried the money 
began offering excuses, the master refused 
to accept them.  Instead, he rebuked the lazy 
servant and punished him severely.  Meanwhile, 
the faithful servants enjoyed the rewards they 
had received for their diligent labor.  The 
master is generous beyond belief, but he is also 
going to hold his servants accountable.  He will 
reward diligence and faithfulness; he will punish 
laziness.  Here is perhaps the most sobering point 
of this parable: The third servant is not judged 
for doing bad things; he is judged for doing 
nothing.  He did not lie or cheat or steal; he 
simply sat on his hands.

For some reason, we have gotten away from 
the idea that laziness is that bad.  Historically 
speaking, however, sloth was listed as one of the 
Seven Deadly Sins.  Solomon Schimmel points 
out that sloth is a uniquely Judeo-Christian sin 
– the only one of the seven not considered a vice 
by Greco-Roman standards.  This is because the 
Judeo-Christian worldview understands human 
beings to be responsible to God.  Our lives are not 
merely concerned with self-preservation and self-

promotion; we are stewards of what God has given 
us. To fail in this is a form of stealing from God.

Leaders are stewards.  They manage multiple 
resources because they direct others in using 
their own resources.

Ownership Has Its Advantages
Let’s get this straight: God has no needs, 

and he did not create the cosmos because he was 
lonely or bored.  Instead, the created order is the 
overfl ow of the fountain of love that has always 
existed within the triune Godhead.  As stewards, 
we participate in a world that derives its being 
and sustenance from the infi nite, personal 
Creator.

Psalm 104 is a rich poem, extolling the 
manner in which the created order displays the 
beauty and glory of the living God.  It’s fi lled 
with expressions of praise, wonder and adoration.  
All things fi nd their origin and nourishment 
in the mind and power of the personal and 
inexhaustible God:

Praise the Lord, O my soul.  O Lord my 
God, you are very great; you are clothed 
with splendor and majesty….He set the 
earth on its foundations; it can never be 
moved….He waters the mountains from 
his upper chambers; the earth is satisfied 
by the fruit of his work.  He makes grass 
grow for the cattle, and plants for man to 
cultivate – bringing forth food from the 
earth; wine that gladdens the heart of man, 
oil to make his face shine, and bread that 
sustains his heart.  The trees of the Lord 
are well watered, the cedars of Lebanon 
that he planted….You bring darkness, 
as it becomes night, and all the beasts of 
the forest prowl.  The lions roar for their 
prey and seek their food from God….How 
many are your works, O Lord!  In wisdom 
you made them all; the earth is full of 
your creatures…. These all look to you to 
give them their food at the proper time.  
When you give it to them, they gather it 
up; when you open your hand, they are 
satisfied with good things.  When you 
hide your face, they are terrified; when 
you take away their breath, they die and 
return to the dust.  When you send your 
Spirit, they are created, and you renew 
the face of the earth.

Psalm 104:1, 5, 13-16, 20-21, 24, 27-30

The Life
that We Fail

to Live 
We have put so much emphasis on avoiding 

evil that we have become virtually blind to 

the endless opportunities for doing good. 

We have defined holiness through what we 

separate ourselves from rather than what we 

give ourselves to. I am convinced the great 

tragedy is not the sins we commit, but the life 

that we fail to live.

Erwin McManus, Seizing Your Divine Moment

Part 1
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CREDIT CARD DONATIONS TO REFLECTIONS MINISTRIES

For your convenience, you can now make contributions 

to the work of Refl ections Ministries by credit card. 

You can call the Refl ections Ministries offi ce (404-842-0707) 

or visit our website (www.kenboa.org) for more information.
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TAKE ADVANTAGE OF
KEN BOA’S MEDIA RESOURCES

You can keep in touch with Ken 

via Twitter at Kenneth Boa 
or on Facebook at Kenneth Boa.


