GET KEN BOA’S
SELECTED STUDIES
These selected spiritual resource titles are available at a
discount from Kenboa.org and are great resources for personal
bible study, small group discussions, or as gifts for a friend.
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Be sure to take advantage of these great
offers while quantities last.

A Top-Down Vision of Biblical Leadership $20 + shipping

A Journal of
Sacred Readings
A guide through the four-step
process of Read, Reflect,
Respond, and Rest.
This one-year resource will enrich
ch
your encounters with Scripture by
guiding you through the fourstep process of Read, Reflect,
Respond, and Rest. Your spiritual
al
life will be enriched as you record
rd
your encounters with these
passages. Spiral bound, 395 pages.
ges.

New Devotional Study, only $36 + shipping
All these items can be ordered through our online bookstore at KenBoa.org
(www.kenboa.org/shop/). Add an additional $8 for Fedex ground, or $6 for USPS ground.

We invite you to visit Ken’s website to
see the growing number of resources
that are available to help you in your
thinking and practice. Previous issues
of the Reflections newsletter are also
available on the website.
(Georgia residents: please add 8% sales tax)

www.kenboa.org
Please make your checks
payable to Trinity House Publishers.

One of America’s best-loved cartoon
characters was getting grief from his sister over
his new-found favorite pastime—bird patting.
Tiny winged creatures would land at his feet and
he would bend down, pat them on the head, and
give them a little “scritch scritch scritch” behind
the “ears” for good measure. The birds would
then fl it away, newly empowered by a simple act
of kindness and encouragement. But, as usual,
his sister would have none of it, and teased him
endlessly over the silliness of his new hobby.
“What’s wrong with patting birds on the head?”
he asked. “What’s wrong with it?” asked the
sister mockingly. “What’s wrong with it is that
nobody else is doing it!”
Indeed—and all the more’s the shame. It
may have been true at one time that “. . . seldom
is heard a discouraging word . . . ,” but today,
it’s likely just the opposite: Seldom is heard an
encouraging word. Ask adults how they knew
they were loved by a parent or teacher or coach
in their growing-up years, and often you’ll hear
the answer, “They always encouraged me and
gave me hope for the future.” One of the clearest
indications of love is encouragement that leads
to hope.
Encouragement is such a powerful antidote
to failure that the British Royal Navy has an
official regulation that states, “No officer shall
speak discouragingly to another officer in the
discharge of his duties.” Perhaps better to have
encouragement by law than not at all, but
how much better to have it God’s way: By his
grace. Paul says that the love of God for us is
manifested by his grace whereby God constantly
encourages us and gives us hope for the future.
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It is by pouring his love into our hearts through
the Holy Spirit that he encourages us (Rom. 5:5;
“encourage” is from the same Greek word as the
word for “comforter,” referring to the Holy Spirit
in John’s gospel).
The Holy Spirit’s ministry at this very
moment, as you read these words, is to encourage
you to receive the love of God and live in his hope
for your future. God loves you—be encouraged
today!

God’s Promise to You:
“An evidence of my love for you is my
encouragement in you.”

One Piedmont Center, Suite 130 • Atlanta, Georgia 30305
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Faithfulness in
the Details
Father, may I never live my Christian life carelessly
or casually. May I never compartmentalize my
faith through the blunder of drawing a thick line
between the secular and the spiritual. All of life
becomes spiritual when I do even the most
mundane things for the sake of Christ. May I
grow in the wisdom of welcoming You into all
the facets and details of my life, so that whatever
I do will be for You. May I find the pleasure of
surrendering to Your Story and relating
everything to Your desires and purposes. Then I
will know the holy relief of being carried by You
rather than trying to strive on my own. I want to
humble myself under Your mighty hand and cast
all of my anxieties on You, knowing that You
care for me and always want what is truly best
for me. I acknowledge Your goodness and thank
You for Your grace, mercy and compassion.
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THE TEMPORAL AND
THE ETERNAL
From Theology to
Doxology
“Too many Christians come to church on
Sunday to rest at ease in Zion, and across their
faces one seems to see (as upon hotel room doors)
“Please do not disturb.” It’s not enough to be
orthodox. We must awaken to action.”
Vance Havner
Dr. Vance Havner, a well-known revivalist
with a flair for painting vibrant word pictures,
was right. Once we have embedded our story
in God’s greater story, we must live there. Our
Christianity must never be just a belief system;
true faith compels us to action.
If our presuppositions shape our priorities, and
our priorities shape our practice, then our practice
(our actions) will reveal what our priorities really
are. Now that we are living in God’s story, we
have to act like it, and our beliefs must manifest
themselves in concrete, tangible behavior. Our
ethics must become our morality.
The true test of what we believe comes not
in the all-too-sterile environment of the church,
but in the rough and tumble of the day-to-day.
This is what the world sees. And if we profess to
be followers of Jesus Christ but do not practice

Therefore, we are
ambassadors for Christ,
God making His appeal
through us.
2nd Corinthians 5:20
knowing him and conforming our lives to his
image, we are deceived at best and deceivers at
worst, poorly bearing the image of Christ to a
watching world.
[P]rove yourselves doers of the word, and not
merely hearers who delude themselves. For if
anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer,
he is like a man who looks at his natural face

in a mirror; for once he has looked at himself
and gone away, he has immediately forgotten
what kind of person he was. But one who looks
intently at the perfect law, the law of liberty,
and abides by it, not having become a forgetful
hearer but an effectual doer, this man will be
blessed in what he does.… [F]aith, if it has no
works, is dead.
James 1:22-25, 2:17
While we cannot always tell the true
condition of a person’s heart from externals alone,
there is still some merit in judging trees by their
fruit. This is precisely what the world does when
they come in contact with us, whether we invite
them to do so or not. The sad truth is that the
world is fully aware of just how complacent and
dishonest Christians often are with themselves
(and others). In 2009, Researcher George Barna
looked at a sample group of Christians from
across the U.S. to determine what percentage of
those who identify as Christians actually hold a
biblical worldview. What he found, sadly, might
not shock us: Only 19 percent of Christians (fewer
than one out of every five people who report that
they follow Christ and believe they will one day
go to heaven) actually hold a biblical worldview.
Barna’s work continues to study the impact of a
person’s worldview on his or her behavior. “[He]
…has discovered that there are unusually large
differences in behavior related to matters such
as media use, profanity, gambling, alcohol use,
honesty, civility, and sexual choices.”
Ron Sider, in his book The Scandal of the
Evangelical Conscience goes on to say:
Scandalous behavior is rapidly destroying
American Christianity. By their daily activity,
most “Christians” regularly commit treason.
With their mouths they claim that Jesus is
Lord, but with their actions they demonstrate
allegiance to money, sex, and self-fulfillment.
The hard truth is that we’re going to have to
become much more serious about examining our
presuppositions and priorities; and we’re going
to have to start living these priorities out in our
practice, before the world can ever see our true
faith and the reflection of the One in whom we
place it.
God is giving us opportunities to share his
message, but we are missing them. The 1999

movie The Matrix is about freedom fighters
entering the matrix to save people enslaved by a
false reality— a perfect opportunity to talk about
how Christ rescues those enslaved by sin. The
2004 movie The Passion of the Christ provided
another chance to talk to people about Jesus.
Tragic events such as 9/11, mass school shootings
across America and the deadly terrorist attacks
on Paris, not to mention all of the earthquakes,
hurricanes and forest fires around the world
provide opportunities to talk with friends and
neighbors. Dystopian novels and movies such
as The Hunger Games and Divergent open up
discussions about worldviews.
We have countless opportunities to use
temporal things to draw attention to eternal
truths. But most of us missed them. For most
Christians, The Passion of the Christ became
a church bus trip, if they cared to see it at all.
Why aren’t we examining our faith in light of
what is going on in our world? Why aren’t we
talking about pain and true healing in times
when people suffer? Why aren’t we asking people
why dystopian novels are so popular and telling
people why eternity is a far more interesting
story? It seems that the world is awakening to its
spiritual hunger just as the church is putting on its
pajamas and drifting off to sleep. Perhaps it is not
the unsaved who are most in need of a spiritual
awakening.
Previously, we examined how presuppositions
can shape our perspective and rank our priorities.
Now the pedal hits the metal as we move into
the arena of practical living, out of the ethereal
and into ground-level application. Jesus rarely
minced his words. When he said a tree could be
recognized by its fruit, he was getting at the root:
if you don’t live it, then you don’t really believe it.

Apologists and Apostles
We have more apologists than apostles. Too
many Christians are sound asleep.
What is an apologist? The word comes from
the Greek word “apologia,” which means a
defense of the faith in the face of an accusation;
the first half, “apo” means “to speak,” and the
second half, “logia” means “away.” So it becomes
“to speak away the argument.” Surely we need
apologists to speak away the mountains of errors
that have sprung up. We need to answer those
who denounce absolutes and question whether it’s
possible to believe in anything. We must defend
the Christian faith and prove, by reason, that
there is real reason to believe and a real One to
believe in.
But what happens when we spend all of
our time defending and none of our time

demonstrating that truth? Maybe the statistics
show us what happens. We’ve all heard it. “You
can talk the talk, but can you walk the walk?”
Faith with feet. This is an apostle. The first 12
of them were chosen by Jesus and sent out,
to do his will and preach his message. The
word “apostle” grew to mean anyone bringing
Christianity to a new country or region. Maybe
we can make that definition more broad. We have
been commissioned by Christ, sent to carry the
message of Christ to where we are. We have been
chosen to represent him (2 Corinthians 5:20)!
Without real-life, wide-awake apostles (who rise
above what the polls say by the power of the Holy
Spirit) the world may hear the truth over and
over, but they will never see a living truth that
gives them the hope that it is real.
As the postmodern age has emerged out of the
modern era, the need to clarify and communicate
the truth claims of our faith has never been
greater. But if we are really living in a time when
stories, images and relationships are preferred over
pronouncements of propositional truth, then the
biggest need is for those outside the community
of faith to hear the story of Jesus after they’ve
seen it lived out in our lives! Rather than merely
speaking words, we must embody the words of
Scripture every day!
Francis Schaeffer said that love is the ultimate
apologetic. Evangelist Dwight L. Moody said,
“Of one hundred men, one will read the Bible; the
ninety-nine will read the Christian.” The Bible is
full of comparable encouragements to become
more like Jesus in order to challenge people’s
perceptions of our faith. Godly patterns of living
can correct false perceptions of Christianity,
without a word.
It’s a lot like this: In a small town, one
irresponsible person can ruin a good family’s
name. When this happens, members of that
family may move away or change their names. It
takes a bold person to remain at home and keep
his name. But if he does just that, and lives an
upright life, he can redeem his family’s name.
Sadly, we must admit that there have been many
irresponsible Christians, bringing shame on our
family name. But surely what we need is not to
move away or give ourselves a new name. What
we need is more courage, to stand up, live the
lives we were called to live and redeem the name
of the church in our world, starting in our own
hometown.
We cannot control people’s perceptions of
us, but it is within our grasp to continue to live
out our faith by our priorities, expressed in our
practice. The transforming power of Jesus Christ
can turn us into real-life stories of redemption.

IMPORTANT THINGS I’VE
LEARNED FROM KIDS
(author unknown)
1. It’s more fun to color outside the lines.
2. If you’re gonna draw on the wall, do it behind the couch.
3. Ask why until you understand.
4. Hang on tight.
5. Even if you’ve been fishing for 3 hours and haven’t gotten
anything except poison ivy and a sunburn, you’re still better
off than the worm.
6. Make up the rules as you go along.
7. It doesn’t matter who started it.
8. Ask for sprinkles.
9. If the horse you’re drawing looks more like a dog, make it a dog.
10. Save a place in line for your friends.
11. Sometimes you have to take the test before you’ve finished
studying.
12. If you want a kitten, start out asking for a horse.
13. Just keep banging until someone opens the door.
14. Making your bed is a waste of time.
15. There is no good reason why clothes have to match.
16. Even Popeye didn’t eat his spinach until he absolutely had to.
17. You work so hard pedaling up the hill that you hate to brake
on the way down.
18. You can’t ask to start over just because you’re losing the game.
CREDIT CARD DONATIONS TO REFLECTIONS MINISTRIES
For your convenience, you can now make contributions
to the work of Reflections Ministries by credit card.
You can call the Reflections Ministries office (404-842-0707)
or visit our website (www.kenboa.org) for more information.

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF
KEN BOA’S MEDIA RESOURCES
You can keep in touch with Ken
via Twitter at Kenneth Boa
or on Facebook at Kenneth Boa.
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