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Be sure to take advantage of these great
offers while quantities last.

THE PROMISES OF GOD
THE GREATEST ADVOCATE OF ALL - 1 JOHN 2:1-2

A Comprehensive Study & Analysis
What is the true nature, intentionality, and
ideology of Islam? Dr. Kenneth Boa provides a
balanced look at Islam and considers these key
issues: The Quran and its teachings, the challenge
for Christians, as well as ISIS and things to come.

A New Study on Four DVDs $40

+ Shipping

We invite you to visit Ken’s website to
see the growing number of resources
that are available to help you in your
thinking and practice. Previous issues
of the Reflections newsletter are also
available on the website.
(Georgia residents: please add 8% sales tax)

www.kenboa.org
Please make your checks
payable to Trinity House Publishers.

Christian believers, living from A.D. 33 to the
present day, have had an eternal advocate in the
person of Jesus of Nazareth, the Christ (Anointed
One) of God (Luke 9:20). His advocacy is designed
to free us from something more demeaning than
slavery, debilitating than inequality, or destructive
than poverty. He is an advocate to free us from the
death sentence of sin.
What does an advocate do? He or she argues and
pleads on another’s behalf. An advocate supports
and defends the rights of those who cannot speak for
themselves. British slaves had Wilberforce, AfricanAmericans had King, and Calcutta’s poor had
Mother Teresa—all used by God to further the cause
of justice for the downtrodden. But the one thing
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God’s Promise to You:
“Because you are loved, your Advocate
will always be heard.”

One Piedmont Center, Suite 130 • Atlanta, Georgia 30305
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Understanding Islam

The poorest of the poor in Calcutta, India,
from 1948 until 1997, had their biggest advocate in
the person of a tiny Catholic nun, Mother Teresa.
Her order of nuns, the Missionaries of Charity,
was founded in 1950 and brought the plight of the
destitute and dying to an international stage.

Why does the Father hear the Son’s case?
Because the Son loved us so much that he provided
the payment that the Father’s justice demands (John
15:13). Since our Advocate represents us without
ceasing, our gratitude and praise for him should be
never ending as well.
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Blacks living in America in the 1950’s and 1960’s,
while not slaves, still lived without the full range of
civil rights they deserved as Americans. In Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr., they had their strongest advocate for
civil rights. His non-violent strategies and eloquent
oratories advanced the cause of civil rights more than
the efforts of any other person or group.

they could not do is what Jesus does for us—speak to
the Father on our behalf when we sin. He represents
us before God as the righteous one who paid the
penalty for our sins, enabling us to be forgiven.
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African slaves in the British Empire in the
late 18th and early 19th centuries had an unlikely
advocate for their freedom—William Wilberforce.
He was a wealthy evangelical Christian who tirelessly
campaigned in Parliament against the African slave
trade until it was abolished in the Empire in 1833.

Participating in
God’s Purposes
Lord God, You are the sovereign, majestic and
transcendent Ruler of all things, whether visible
or invisible, past or present. The angelic hosts
of heaven serve You continually and go to and
fro to accomplish Your perfect will. You have
established Your throne in the heavens and Your
sovereignty is over all. Nevertheless, You are
also immanent and intimate in the lives of those
who respond to Your loving initiatives, and You
give us the incredible dignity of participating in
Your purposes. I know that there is nothing I
can contribute to You as though You lacked
anything; yet You invite me to participate in
what You are doing and be a part of the eternal
things You are bringing about. May I always will
to do Your will and receive what You invite me
to do as my greatest good.
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DIVERSION:
A STRATEGY TO

THE TEMPORAL AND
THE ETERNAL
Setting the World
on Fire
“Our theology needs to go up in
doxology. We have the facts, but not
the fire. If we had as much vitality
as we have had vocality, we would
have set the world on fire long ago.”
Sometime during the winter of
1940 or 1941, a cold and hungry
Jewish woman knocked on the door
of a Protestant pastor named Andre
Trocmé. She was looking for some food
and a small fire to warm herself by. The
pastor’s family took her in. Her knock
and the pastor’s response sparked a
bonfire-sized response from Trocmé
and the small French mountain village
that he pastored.
These Christians, from Le Chambonsur-Lignon, were a quiet people whose
actions spoke much louder than their
words. Led by their pastor, they began
what has been called a “conspiracy of
goodness,” between 1941 and 1945. For
them there was no other choice. They
If we had as
much vitality as
we have had vocality,
we would have set
the world on fire
long ago.
had few facts to go on. The Nazis had
said publicly that they were creating
a special city, just for the Jews. Their
death camps weren’t widely known
about. But the thought of delivering
up another frightened human being,
for any reason, was impossible for this
group to bear.

Soon collaborators in occupied
France would deliver 83,000 Jews to
Nazi death camps. But the ordinary,
even poor, people of Le Chambon took
into their homes and quietly saved a
population of people as large as their
own village. “No one in Le Chambon
ever turned away, denounced or
betrayed a single Jewish refugee.” They
saved the lives of 5,000 people and
inspired even more.
They didn’t hide them in the walls
or in attics or in sheds behind their
houses. The Jews lived with them; their
children were educated together; they
ate together. This was the right thing to
do, and they were going to do it. Soon,
they were protecting so many people,
that it was impossible for them not to
be found out.

The refugees were welcomed without hesitation. They were housed
in private homes, on farms as well
as in public institutions and were
hidden in the countryside whenever
the Nazis came through. One of the
villagers later recalled: ‘As soon as
the soldiers left, we would go into
the forest and sing a song. When
they heard that song, the Jews knew
it was safe to come home.’
In the summer of 1942, two French
police buses came to the village to take
the refugees away; but when Pastor
Trocmé refused to give the police the
names of the Jews in his village, the
buses left without prisoners.
Eventually, Trocmé was arrested,
and his nephew, who had opened a
children’s home for Jewish orphans, was
sent to a Nazi death camp and killed.
But the Jews in Le Chambon remained
in relative peace until the war ended,
having been prayed for, fed and cared

What would our world look like if we
all assumed Christian responsibility like
the villagers of Le Chambon, seeing it
as our duty to live out our praise to God
by service to his people? Our theology
must become manifest in our actions if
we are going to make any difference at
all. The ability to gather biblical data
and form divine conclusions will win us
few followers if there is not a mysteriousbut-visible overflow of Christ’s life in
ours. Without an active relationship
with the Lord, we may have the facts,
but we will never have the fire.

A theoretical/intellectual faith is
deceptive, primarily because, on the
surface, it looks like real faith. It’s like
the story of the guy whose wife told him
ahead of time, “This Thanksgiving,
you’re going to carve the turkey.” On the
big day, he took out a guidebook, took
hold of the implements and prepared to
cut, thinking he really had it all down.
When the turkey was ready, though, he
became lost because his turkey didn’t
have dotted lines on it. In the same way,
if we merely read the Bible as theory,
we miss the point, and we will not be
prepared for the “big days” God calls
us to. The Bible (like a turkey carving
diagram) is meant to be applied in reallife situations. It’s not supposed to be
merely theoretical. It’s like the guy who
learned to swim by reading a book. If
you asked him, “Do you know how to
swim?” he’d say, “Of course I know how
to swim. I read the book.” But if you
asked him, “Can you swim?” He’d say,
“I’ve never tried.”

Defending, Demonstrating, Dieting and the
Need for Discipline

Tim Hansel wrote a very practical
and intriguing little book called When
I Relax, I Feel Guilty. In it, he describes
what he calls the trap of “Almost
Christianity.”

“We have talked much further
along than we have walked. We
need to let our feet catch up with
our tongues. We defend the truth,
but we do not demonstrate the
truth. We ponder it instead of
proving it. We preach a dynamite
gospel and live firecracker lives.”

“Almost Christianity will reveal
itself in countless subtle ways. I
know many who claim that with
Christ all things are possible, except
to help them lose weight. I know
those who extol the benefits of
quiet time but don’t have enough
time for contemplation themselves.
Others lecture on the resurrection
and try to do everything on their
own power. I know people who give
sermons on the lordship of Christ
but who can’t slow down because
they think the world would collapse
without their activities. Some people
applaud the security we have in
Christ but are unwilling to take any
chances. And still others glorify the
freedom that is ours but are still
enslaved to their work.”

for by people who saw them only as
fellow human beings in need. One Jew
who remembered them said, “[T]he
village was unique in that almost all
the people of the plateau were involved
in saving these Jews, and no one said a
word.” With little vocality, but full of
vitality, the people of Le Chambon-surLignon sang their praises to God to the
tune of 5,000 lives.

AVOID THINKING
“The only good thing for men therefore
is to be diverted from thinking of what
they are, either by some occupation
which takes their minds off it, or by some
novel and agreeable passion which keeps
them busy, like gambling, hunting, some
absorbing show, in short by what is
called diversion...That is why men are so
fond of the hustle and bustle, that is why
prison is such a fearful punishment; that
is why the pleasures of solitude are so
incomprehensible.”
-Blaise Pascal, Pensees

CREDIT CARD DONATIONS TO REFLECTIONS MINISTRIES
For your convenience, you can now make contributions
to the work of Reflections Ministries by credit card.
You can call the Reflections Ministries office (404-842-0707)
or visit our website (www.kenboa.org) for more information.

We say that the Lord is our numberone priority in life, but aren’t we often
more concerned with ourselves than
with our Savior? Some preach that if
you want to know your real priorities,
you can take a look at your checkbook
and your calendar; and this is not a bad
place to start. You may truly believe,
intellectually, but has the power of
Christ gripped your life? Is it changing
what you do? Is it evident to everyone
around that you live for Jesus?

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF
KEN BOA’S MEDIA RESOURCES
You can keep in touch with Ken
via Twitter at Kenneth Boa
or on Facebook at Kenneth Boa.
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