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A Journal of
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process of Read, Reflect,
Respond, and Rest.
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We invite you to visit Ken’s website to
see the growing number of resources
that are available to help you in your
thinking and practice. Previous issues
of the Reflections newsletter are also
available on the website.
(Georgia residents: please add 8% sales tax)
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A “baker’s dozen” is 13 instead of 12, a
concept originating sometime during the
Middle Ages. But why would a baker have
given an additional role, bun, or loaf to the
customer purchasing “a dozen?” Giving the
baker credit for integrity (or foresight in
staying out of jail), the best explanation seems
to be as insurance against the baked goods
being too light in weight. Perhaps a mis-mixed
batch of flour resulted in too much air in the
dough, meaning the shopper would be buying
more air and less bread. Including an extra roll
was the baker’s way of saying, “I want you to
get all—and hopefully more—than you paid
for.” The same problem today—e.g., arriving
home from the store with a box of cereal only
75% full—is solved by selling some goods
according to weight, not volume.
God is like the best of the bakers. When he
gives to us, Jesus said, he takes extra measure
to make sure that we get all we have coming
to us. First, he starts with a good measure.
Then he presses it down, shakes it together to
remove the air, and then keeps pouring until it
runs over. Based on these safeguards, a godly
dozen makes a baker’s dozen look skimpy by
comparison.
Jesus’ point is that our God is a generous
God. When he created Adam and Eve, he put
them in a garden that was overflowing with
abundant fruit. In doing so, he was revealing
his character to them. He wanted them to
be people of generosity just as he was (and
is). Even more than Adam and Eve needed
a lesson in generosity, we do today, which is
another reason God gives generously.
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Jesus’ went on to say that “with the measure
you use, it will be measured to you.”
As always, God gives first to show us how
it’s done. He reveals who he is so graphically so
that we might see who we are by comparison—
and continue to increase the size of the scoop
we use in giving to others. Substitute your
name for “Baker” and see how large a dozen
you can give.

God’s Promise to You:
“I use your definition of generosity in
my giving to you .”
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THE PROMISES OF GOD
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Leadership in the
L
IImage of God

The Lamb
of God
Dear Lord, I praise and bless Your Name for the
boundless magnitude of Your love in sending
Your Son to be the Lamb of God who takes away
the sins of the world. He endured degradation,
malice, betrayal, mocking and an agonizing and
ignominious death so that we, who would have
no hope of being acceptable to You, could
receive Your forgiving and welcoming embrace.
I thank You that there are no preconditions and
qualifications that we are required to achieve
before coming to Christ. Instead, we can come
to You as we are in all our uncleanness and
corruption, and humbly receive the gift of life
that we could never merit. I am grateful that
whoever will call on the name of the Lord will be
saved. May I always be thankful for Your glorious
gift and recall the awful price You paid to make
it possible to bestow.

A teaching letter encouraging believers
to develop a clear mind and a warm heart.
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(Ephesians 1:18). As God fills our minds with
wisdom, our character will develop so that we’ll
possess the ability to consistently make right
choices – choices that are just, fair and moral. As
Henry Blackaby and Claude King note in their
book Experiencing God:

People generally don’t like being called
“Dummies.” And yet how can we explain the
overwhelming success of a series of books aimed
at dummies? Beginning with the November
1991 publication of DOS for Dummies, the
series now has more than 100 million books
in print, dealing with everything from exercise
and nutrition to managing finances to planning
a European vacation.
From the very beginning, the concept was
simple but powerful: Relate to the anxiety and
frustration that people feel about technology
by making fun of it through books that are
educational and humorous – books that make
difficult material interesting and easy. Throw
in a dash of personality and some entertaining cartoons and – presto – you have a …For
Dummies book!
The Old Testament book of Proverbs does
much the same thing (minus the cartoons). It
takes the timeless wisdom of God and makes it
easy to understand for regular people with no
theological training. You could call the book
of Proverbs Wisdom for Dummies.
The Old Testament proverbs were collected and written down to help us make
one of the most vital and basic choices in life
– the choice between wisdom and folly, walking with God or walking on our own. In the
book of Proverbs both wisdom and folly are
described as people who walk through the
streets of the city and call out to us, hawking
their wares and beckoning us to taste a sample
(Proverbs 1).
Solomon, who is credited with authoring the
book of Proverbs, provides us with an excellent
jumping off point for developing the character
qualities essential to good leadership:
My son, if you accept my words and store
up my commands within you, turning your
ear to wisdom and applying your heart to
understanding, and if you call out for insight
and cry aloud for understanding, and if you
look for it as for silver and search for it as for
hidden treasure, then you will understand the
fear of the Lord and find the knowledge of

God. For the Lord gives wisdom and from his
mouth come knowledge and understanding.
He holds victory in store for the upright, he is
a shield to those whose walk is blameless, for
he guards the course of the just and protects
the way of his faithful ones. Then you will
understand what is right and just and fair –
every good path. For wisdom will enter your
heart, and knowledge will be pleasant to your
soul. Discretion will protect you, and understanding will guard you.
Proverbs 2:1-11
Leaders cultivate character by acquiring
wisdom and understanding. Of course, those
possessions don’t come without a price. They
require the kind of dedicated and patient labor
exercised in mining for gold and silver. Leaders
must diligently “search” for the wisdom that
is buried within God’s Word like treasure
covered by layers of earth and rock. That means
using the right tools and exercising patience
and diligence as we spend time immersed
within this life-changing book. As Marjorie
Thompson writes, “It would be nice if we could
simply ‘practice the presence of God’ in all of
life, without expending energy on particular
exercises. But the capacity to remember and
abide in God’s presence comes only through
steady training.” You cannot pay someone else
to develop your character strength any more
than you can pay them to develop muscles for
you. If you want to grow stronger, you will
have to push the weight yourself.
Neither can you expect to have a muscular
character overnight. It requires effort and time.
Douglas J. Rumford says, “Character is like
physical exercise or any form of learning; you
cannot ‘cram,’ hoping to do in a day or week
what can only be accomplished by months
and years of consistent practice.” This is why
the writer of Proverbs uses words that call his
readers to energetic and passionate action.
As we dig, we must ask God to provide us
with insight and understanding. Ultimately,
only God can open our eyes to see spiritual truth
and then enable us to apply that truth to our lives

Once you come to believe God, you
demonstrate your faith by what you do. Some
action is required…. You cannot continue life
as usual or stay where you are, and go with
God at the same time…. To go from your
ways, thoughts, and purposes to God’s will
always requires a major adjustment. God may
require adjustments in your circumstances,
relationships, thinking, commitments, actions,
and beliefs. Once you have made the necessary
adjustments you can follow God in obedience.
Keep in mind – the God who calls you is also
the One who will enable you to do His will.
As we seek to possess God’s wisdom,
we’ll be able to move beyond simply expressing
the vision and values of a leader. We’ll possess
the kind of character from which lofty visions
and values flow, the kind of character that isn’t
swayed by public opinion or fear but pursues
true greatness and knows Who the real
audience is. Our character will be truly godly,
so that others will delight in following us.

God: He’s Quite a Character!
Think about the people you know and admire.
Do you know any wise parents, mothers and
fathers who demonstrate sound judgment in how
they conduct their lives and raise their children?
Do you know any grandparents who know when
to cheer and when to rebuke, when to be tender
and when to use force? Have you ever had a teacher
who knew when to give advice and when to just
listen, when to instruct and when to let life’s consequences be the teacher? Now try to put a value
on those wise insights. How much are they worth?
We all esteem people who possess wisdom in
their inward character. If we admire these people
of quality, how much more should we value the
perfection of the living God from whom all wisdom, patience and discernment is derived?
When Moses asked God to reveal his glory
to him, the Lord said, “I will cause all my
goodness to pass in front of you, and I will
proclaim my name, the Lord, in your presence” (Exodus 33:18-19). God had to shield
Moses from the fullness of his glory by cover-

ing him in the cleft of a rock, and as he passed
in front of Moses, God accompanied this awesome display by proclaiming the perfection of
his own character:
Now to Him who is able to do far more
abundantly beyond all that we ask or think,
according to the power that works within
us, to Him be the glory in the church and in
Christ Jesus to all generations forever and
ever. Amen. (Ephesians 3:20-21)
When God revealed himself as the compassionate and gracious God who is slow to anger, who
abounds in love and faithfulness, who maintains
love to thousands and who forgives wickedness,
rebellion and sin, he made it clear this his personal
character is the absolute standard by which all of
these qualities are defined. God is accountable to
no one, and there is no higher standard to which
he must conform. As the great thinker Anselm
said in the 11th century: “God is that than which
nothing greater can be conceived.”
Anselm originally made this statement in an
attempt to prove God’s existence. But as Michael
Witmer points out,
The real legacy of Anselm’s argument is not its
attempt to prove God’s existence but rather
how it teaches us to speak about God. If God
is “that than which nothing greater can be
conceived,” then we know there are certain
things we must say about him. For starters,
we must use only our best words to describe
him. God must be righteous, powerful, loving, and kind – all the things that it is better
to be than not to be. We may disagree about
what items should go in the list…but we
all agree that the list must include all the
great-making properties we can imagine….
God is qualitatively superior to anything in
his creation. There is nothing that compares
with the greatest possible being. He is in a
class by himself – literally.
God’s own eternal and uncompromising
character is the unchanging standard that
gives ultimate meaning to love, graciousness,
faithfulness and forbearance. And yet the
incredible call of the gospel is that fallen
creatures such as we are can now begin to
reflect our Father’s character in our own lives.
The One who is goodness in his essence, the
One who defines virtue by his very being,
promises to empower those who will trust him
enough to live according to his will.

FOUR VERY DIFFERENT
QUOTES
I would rather live my life as if
there is a God, and die to find out
there isn’t, than live my life as if there isn’t, and
die to find out there is.
“The Truth must dazzle gradually,” wrote Emily
Dickinson, “Or every man be blind.”
[Faith] affects the whole of man’s nature. It
commences with the conviction of the mind
based on adequate evidence; it continues in the
confidence of the heart or emotions based on
conviction, and it is crowned in the consent of
the will, by means of which the conviction and
confidence are expressed in conduct.
-W. H. Griffith-Thomas (1861-1924)
“Dear God: Please help me to be the person my
dog thinks I am.”
-Unknown
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For your convenience, you can now make contributions
to the work of Reflections Ministries by credit card.
You can call the Reflections Ministries office (404-842-0707)
or visit our website (www.kenboa.org) for more information.
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