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These selected spiritual resource titles are available at a
discount from Kenboa.org and are great resources for
personal bible study, small group discussions, or as gifts
for a friend.

REFLECTIONS
Reflections on God’s
revealed truth

Be sure to take advantage of these
great offers while quantities last.

THE PROMISES OF GOD
GOD IS GOOD! -- 1 TIMOTHY 6:17-18

Rewriting Your Broken Story $16 + shipping
This item can be ordered through our online bookstore
at KenBoa.org (www.kenboa.org/shop/).

We invite you to visit Ken’s website to
see the growing number of resources
that are available to help you in your
thinking and practice. Previous issues
of the Reflections newsletter are also
available on the website.
(Georgia residents: please add 8% sales tax)
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payable to Trinity House Publishers.

Whether one is a Pharisee, a Puritan, or a plain
Christian, it is easy to legalize our relationship
with God—especially when dealing with material
possessions. Along with purifying our lives
from sin, we are tempted to think that divesting
ourselves from money and the legitimate pleasures
it affords will make us more holy. But Paul’s words
counsel us otherwise. God, he says, has richly
provided us with everything for our enjoyment.
He accents this picture of God’s liberality with
two contrasting brush strokes: First, don’t hope

www.kenboa.org

With this perspective (consistent with
Puritanism, by the way) no one should go
through life with a long face. God is good! His
generous promise to us is that he meets our every
need, including the need to enjoy our life on
this earth. Are you enjoying your life today? It’s
God’s will that you do—so look around you for
that which he has given you to enjoy.

God’s Promise to You:
“Nothing gives me greater joy than your
enjoyment of what I have given you.”
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In his new book, Rewriting Your Broken Story, Ken
shows how God can transform our lives with an
eternal perspective when we live with the end
in mind. In light of eternity, our struggles are
temporary and our plot twists are not fatal. We are
hardwired by God with eternity in our hearts, and
that longing gives us purpose, blesses others, and
helps us make a lasting mark on the world.

The Puritan movement arose during the reign
of Elizabeth I (1558-1603) in England. Elizabeth
succeeded the Catholic Mary I and reestablished
Protestantism in England. The House of Commons
established a Protestant National Church, but
many Protestant Christians were disappointed
with the extent of the reforms under Elizabeth.
They sought to “purify” the church in England
from what they considered unbiblical customs and
liturgies inherited from the medieval church. They
placed great emphasis on personal regeneration
and sanctification (holiness), household prayers
and Bible reading, public preaching and teaching,
the training of evangelical ministers, and personal
morality. While no one could argue against these
principles as priorities for the church, they became
misconstrued through the years—especially the
emphasis on personal holiness.

in money, for it is uncertain. Only God is certain.
Second, be generous with what you have so that
others may know God’s liberality as well.
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One wag along the theological way has defined
a Puritan as a person who lays awake at night in
fear that someone, somewhere, might be having
a good time! Anyone who knows anything of the
Puritans realizes this is a caricature not worthy of
perpetuating. But that person will also acknowledge
how such a reputation might have arisen.
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Becoming Fully

Human

Lord God, You are the God of the extraordinary
in the ordinary, of heaven on earth. When Your
Son took on human flesh and pitched His tent in
our midst, He became one of us and genuinely
experienced the human condition from the
inside out. He showed us what it is like to be
fully human, and He did this in innumerable
small things as He prepared for His public
ministry. In the same way, You teach me to
glorify You in whatever I do, even in the most
mundane areas of life. You call me to honor You
in the way I listen and speak to people, in the
way I do my work, in the way I relate to my family
and friends, and in the way I think and choose.
Even the most routine tasks can become great
when done in Your Name. May I seek to practice
Your presence not only in the big issues of life,
but also in the small and often overlooked areas.
A teaching letter encouraging believers
to develop a clear mind and a warm heart.

www.kenboa.org

YHWH

REFLECTIONS THE TEACHING LETTER OF DR. KENNETH BOA | One Piedmont Center | Suite 130 | Atlanta, Georgia 30305 | www.kenboa.org

Part 1
After surveying thousands of people
around the world and performing more than
400 written case studies, James Kouzes and
Barry Posner identified those characteristics
most desired in a leader. In virtually every
survey, honesty or integrity was identified
more frequently than any other trait.
That makes sense, doesn’t it? If people
are going to follow someone, whether into
battle or in business or ministry, they want
assurance that their leader can be trusted.
They want to know that he or she will
keep promises and follow through with
commitments.

The Integrity of Samuel
In light of this research, Israel’s high
regard for Samuel comes as no surprise.
Samuel was a man who exuded integrity.
Nowhere is this best illustrated than in
I Samuel 12:1-4:
Samuel said to all Israel, “I have
listened to everything you said to me
and have set a king over you. Now you
have a king as your leader. As for me, I
am old and gray, and my sons are here
with you. I have been your leader from
my youth until this day. Here I stand.
Testify against me in the presence of the
Lord and his anointed. Whose ox have
I taken? Whose donkey have I taken?
Whom have I cheated? Whom have
I oppressed? From whose hand have I
accepted a bribe to make me shut my
eyes? If I have done any of these, I will
make it right.” They replied, “You have
not cheated or oppressed us. You have not
taken anything from anyone’s hand.”

During his farewell speech, after having led
Israel for decades, Samuel promised to repay
anything he had unjustly taken from anyone.
What a promise! Even more impressive was
the people’s response. Not one person rose up
to make a claim against Samuel.
Samuel’s honesty and personal integrity
permeated every area of his life. These two
characteristics directed how he regarded his
possessions, his business dealings and his
treatment of those who were weaker than
himself. Samuel held himself accountable
to the people he led. He opened himself up
to the scrutiny of everyone with whom he
had ever had dealings. As a result of this
practice, Samuel’s leadership has become
legendary as this story has been told and
retold throughout the centuries.
People want to know that their leader
can be trusted. They want to know that
leaders will keep promises and follow
through on commitments. Promises and
commitments are significant, though, in
our day of Machiavellian ethics, it seems
that they have become optional. We often
seem more concerned with convenience and
performance. We give lip-service to the
importance of character, but we have the
idea that when things get tough, the rules
can be changed and commitments and
covenants may be discarded at will.
But the Bible makes clear just how
important our covenants are. Throughout
the Scriptures, God focuses on the fact that he
is a God who makes and keeps his covenants,
that he can be trusted (1 Chronicles 16:15;
Psalm 105:8). God can be trusted because
he is trustworthy. That’s the point: it always
comes down to the issue of character, not just
words. Biblical integrity is not just doing the
right thing; it’s a matter of having the right
heart and allowing the person you are on the
inside to match the person you are on the
outside. This is how God is. This is how his
people should be.

Perhaps a good word to think of is
“consistency.” There must be consistency
between what is inside and what is outside.
God is totally consistent. His actions and
behaviors always match his character and
nature. And his goal for us is nothing less.
Christ’s objective for his disciples is to make
us disciplined people. In the words of John
Ortberg, “Disciplined people can do the
right thing at the right time in the right way
for the right reason.” Just like God.

The God Who Never Changes
Is there anyone we can trust? People let
us down again and again, because there
is often a discrepancy between what they
claim to believe and how they actually live.
But God will never let us down, because he
never changes. His promises are as good
as his unchanging character: “Jesus Christ
is the same yesterday, today and forever”
(Hebrews 13:8).
Jesus does not change. The Living God
does not change. His love, his truth and
his goodness are not governed by external
circumstances or conditions – they never
vacillate. Therefore, God’s character and
the promises he makes are supremely
worthy of our trust and commitment. He
does what he says, and his covenant love is
always dependable.
This is fundamental. What can I lean
against? What can I trust in? What can
I pursue with reckless abandon? So many
of us have been burned by relationships, by
people going back on their word, claiming
that they said something when they did
not say it. It can make you cynical if you’re
not careful. But when we come back to the
character of God, we realize, “He is the
unchanging standard.”
Because it is impossible for God to
lie (Hebrews 6:18; Titus 1:2), he is the
ultimate and reliable source of hope. His
changeless character is the foundation of
all of his promises. Whatever he says he
will do is as good as done, and when we
hope in his promises, this hope becomes an
anchor for the soul, both firm and secure

(Hebrews 6:19). Unlike many parents,
God’s yes is always yes, and his no is
always no (James 5:12). When God says
yes, it stays yes; when he says no, it stays
no. This has both negative and positive
ramifications. Negatively, there is no getting
God to change his mind through bribery
or whining. Positively, when God makes
a promise, he can be counted on to fulfill
that word.
The sting remains of broken promises
from parents – ballgames missed, trips never
taken. The writer of Proverbs accurately
diagnoses much of our present malaise
when he says, “Hope deferred makes the
heart sick” (Proverbs 13:12a). Much of the
heartache we experience is directly related
to the unreliability of people.
But God’s actions f low perfectly out of
his character: “He who is the Glory of Israel
does not lie or change his mind; for he is
not a man, that he should change his mind”
(1 Samuel 15:29). There is no possibility of
manipulating or bribing or bargaining with
God, because he will never compromise his
perfect integrity. God himself has testified,
“I the Lord do not change” (Malachi 3:6).
God’s perfect and constant character allows
us to trust in his promises and timing.
God is integrity. He does not merely act
with integrity; integrity is his character.
But what about us? The biblical virtue of
integrity points to a consistency between
what is inside and what is outside, between
belief and behavior, our words and our
ways, our attitudes and our actions, our
values and our practice.

THE
DIRECTION
OF THE WILL
However important it may be to have a
creed that is sound, or an emotion that
is warm, the Christian life according to
the Gospels is primarily determined by
the direction of the will, the fixing of the
desire, the habit of obedience, the faculty
of decision. If you are determined in your
purpose, if you have the will to do the Will,
then with half a creed and less than half a
pious ecstasy, you are at least in the line
of the purpose of Jesus Christ; and as you
will to do His will, may come some day to
know the teaching.
... R. G. Peabody
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