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Reflections on God’s
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discount from Kenboa.org and are great resources for personal
bible study, small group discussions, or as gifts for a friend.

A guide through the fourstep process of Read, Reflect,
t,
Respond, and Rest.
This one-year resource will
enrich your encounters
with Scripture by guiding
you through the four-step

A GUIDE YOU CAN TRUST – HEBREWS 4:14-16
In the 19th century, west of the Mississippi River,
there was one name that instilled more confidence
than any other—Kit Carson. His résumé explains
why: 1826-1831, hunter and trapper (New Mexico,
California, Rocky Mountains); 1832-1840, Army
game hunter (Colorado); 1842-1846, guide for
the famous Frémont expeditions to California;
1846-1847, service for the U.S. in the Mexican
War conquering California; 1854, Indian agent,
settling Ute and Apache tribes in New Mexico;
1865, brigadier general in Union army. While
his record was not without blemishes, Kit Carson
became legendary for his skill, his cunning, and
his knowledge of the west.

process of Read, Reflect,
Respond, and Rest. Your spiritual life will be enriched
as you record your encounters with these passages. 395
pages.

New Devotional Study, only $30 + shipping
All these items can be ordered through our online bookstore
at KenBoa.org (www.kenboa.org/shop/).

Suppose you and your family were leaving
Missouri on the Oregon Trail in the 1840’s, and
you heard that none other than Kit Carson was
to be your guide. What level of confidence would
you have about his ability to answer your questions
on the way? For instance, How long will the trip
take? What dangers will there be? How do we
know which way to go? How do we replenish our
supplies on the way? For you, these are complex
and important questions. For Kit Carson, they
are questions he has answered a thousand times
before. Your confidence would be sky-high.

to receive the mercy and grace which we need (and
he wants to give) when the road gets rough.
Jesus’ résumé is short compared to Kit
Carson’s: A.D. 30-33, “learned obedience from
what he suffered” (Heb. 5:8). But what he learned
is what you need to know: How to persevere,
how to obey the Father, how to remain holy for
a lifetime. If the way ahead seems unclear to you,
ask Jesus—confidently. He is a guide prepared to
see you to your eternal destination.

God’s Promise to You:
“ There is nowhere you are going that my
Son has not already been.”

see the growing number of resources
that are available to help you in your
thinking and practice. Previous issues
of the Reflections newsletter are also
available on the website.
(Georgia residents: please add 8% sales tax)

www.kenboa.org
Please make your checks
payable to Trinity House Publishers.

Sky-high confidence is good for a trip crosscountry, but heaven-high confidence is needed
for the trip you are on to heaven—the demands
are higher, the dangers more threatening, the
destination more important. Fortunately, we have
a guide who has made the trip successfully himself
and stands ready to give us aid. Jesus has experienced
every temptation that we will experience in our
spiritual journey, and he overcame them all.
Therefore, we are told to approach him confidently
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Living in a
Soul-Forming World
Father, out of Your glorious workmanship You
have created each of Your people for good
works, and You prepared these beforehand so
that we would walk in them and find fulfillment
in them. Life without You would have its
transitory joys and setbacks, but none of this
would have any enduring meaning in a godless
world. You are the true Source of meaning and
of purpose and of hope in this life, because You
have made it clear that we live in a soul-forming
world that is preparing us for our eternal
citizenship in heaven. Therefore I will rejoice in
hope, knowing that both the joys and setbacks
of this life are part of a much larger whole, and
that nothing in heaven or on earth can thwart
Your purposes. You have invited me to participate
in a grand and glorious drama that will conclude
with the death of death itself.
A teaching letter encouraging believers
to develop a clear mind and a warm heart.
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This life therefore
newly created man and woman, whom he had
formed in his own image:

Part 2
Ownership Has Its Advantages
The Lord’s splendor and majesty are displayed
in the heavenly bodies, as well as in the clouds,
winds and lightning. God formed the earth
with its oceans and mountains, and the water he
provides sustains the beasts of the field and the
birds of the air. Earth’s stately forests and lush
vegetation sustain humans and animals; and the
sun and the moon differentiate day from night
and mark off the seasons. The incredibly rich
diversity and abundance of creatures both large
and small are a continual source of awe and
amazement. All things look to God for their
existence, and when he takes away their breath,
they die and return to the dust. “Who is like the
Lord our God, the One who sits enthroned on
high, who stoops down to look on the heavens
and the earth?” (Psalm 113:5-6).
Paul employs parallelism for emphasis when he
says that “For us there is but one God, the Father,
from whom all things came and for whom we live;
and there is but one Lord, Jesus Christ, through
whom all things came and through whom we live”
(1 Corinthians 8:6).
Paul further addresses the Corinthian
believers: “You are not your own; you were bought
at a price. Therefore honor God with your body”
(1 Corinthians 6:19-20). Jesus owns us both by
virtue of creation and of redemption. He is the
source of both our biological and spiritual lives.
Humans are the apex of God’s created order, but
we are still part of that created order. The practical
implications of this truth should be evident.
As we mentioned before, the creator has the
rights of ownership. God is presented throughout
the Bible as the Creator. In fact, the whole book
starts with this simple statement: “In the beginning
God created” (Genesis 1:1a). He owns everything
that he has made, and he made everything that is.
This has tremendous ramifications for how we live.
If human life is simply an accident arising
from millennia of human history, then we are free
agents, accountable to no one but ourselves. But

if we were created, then our Creator has full rights
of ownership over our lives. These are mutually
exclusive propositions. Either we are merely an
accident of history and therefore completely at
liberty to do whatever we want with our lives, or
we are intentionally created beings who will be
held accountable to our Creator.
If we buy into the very first sentence of the
Bible, we must acknowledge that we are not our
own. Our life is a trust given to us by God. We
are not worthless or aimless. God has chosen to
bring us into being. He did this on purpose, and
we can only discover true meaning and fulfillment
as we get to know the One who created us. John
Calvin was right when he said that no man can
know himself unless he first knows God.
When people start believing that they are
meaningless accidents, human life becomes
cheap. And if human life is cheap, it becomes
disposable whenever that’s convenient. First the
unborn, then the elderly, then the handicapped or
others who are viewed as a drain – if they become
bothersome, they become expendable. Where
does that lead? Where does it stop? History has
shown that it progresses to people who are the
“wrong color,” the “wrong race” or the “wrong
religion.” The most monstrous evils of our time
have been built on the assumption that human
life happened by accident.
When we open the Bible, we are confronted by
God. He is the Creator, and he has the absolute
rights of ownership over all things. Missing this
is like misaligning the top button on your shirt –
nothing else will ever line up. Nothing else in the
Bible will make any sense or have any relevance if
we miss the fact that God is the Creator and has
full rights of ownership.

The Cultural Mandate
God has entrusted to us the dignity and
responsibility of being stewards of the resources
and creatures of this planet. When we shape,
refine and creatively utilize the minerals, plants
and animals that God has placed at our disposal,
we are accountable for the results. Genesis 1:2830 contains God’s stewardship mandate for the

God blessed them and said to them, “Be
fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth
and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea
and the birds of the air and over every living
creature that moves on the ground.” Then God
said, “I give you every seed-bearing plant on
the face of the whole earth and every tree that
has fruit with seed in it. They will be yours
for food. And to all the beasts of the earth and
all the birds of the air and all the creatures
that move on the ground – everything that
has the breath of life in it – I give every green
plant for food.” And it was so.
Here is the first “Great Commission” in the
Bible, also known as “The Cultural Mandate.”
This is God’s idea for the human race: a call to
establish human society all over the world. We
are not to be subject to creation; we are to hold
dominion over it.
God’s command to “fill the earth and subdue
it” (v. 28) has been realized to a far greater extent
during the past century than ever before. For the
first time in human history, we face the crisis of
global pollution and wholesale destruction of
irreplaceable resources (e.g., the rain forests). Much
of this is due to human greed and presumption;
people have assumed that the supplies of earth are
inexhaustible and that we are free to use them for
personal gain. Greg Johnson warns us:
Industrialization and the environmental crisis
that accompanies it have given us a negative image
of dominion – one divorced from our God-given
calling. Dominion means more than filthy strip
mines and smog. Dominion doesn’t mean rape and
pillage. It does mean, however, that God’s world is
incomplete without humanity in its proper place.
As we have previously mentioned, Scripture
cautions us that we really own nothing, that “The
earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, the world,
and all who live in it” (Psalm 24:1). And again,
God reminds us in Psalm 50:10 that “every animal
of the forests is mine, and the cattle on a thousand
hills.” The creation is not here for our amusement.
Its calling is the same as ours: to bring glory to God
in heaven.
A steward manages the possessions of another.
We are all stewards of the resources, abilities and
opportunities that God has entrusted to our care, and

each of us must one day give an account for how we
have used them. The basis for reward is faithfulness:
“Now it is required that those who have been given a
trust must prove faithful” (1 Corinthians 4:2). Our
God-given dominion over nature is not self-regulated.
We exercise our dominion under the watchful eye of
the one who created everything. The mandate to
establish civilization on the earth is for God’s glory,
not our own.

The Parable of the Shrewd
Manager
Stewards are expected to realize the maximum
possible return on the resources which the master
has entrusted to their care. In preparing his followers
to be steward-leaders, Jesus told a parable that really
caught their attention:
There was a rich man whose manager
was accused of wasting his possessions. So he
called him in and asked him, ‘What is this
I hear about you? Give an account of your
management, because you cannot be manager
any longer.’ The manager said to himself,
‘What shall I do now? My master is taking
away my job. I’m not strong enough to dig,
and I’m ashamed to beg – I know what I’ll
do so that, when I lose my job here, people
will welcome me into their houses.’ So he
called in each one of his master’s debtors.
He asked the first, ‘How much do you owe
my master?’ ‘Eight hundred gallons of olive
oil,’ he replied. The manager told him, ‘Take
your bill, sit down quickly, and make it four
hundred.’ Then he asked the second, ‘And
how much do you owe?’ ‘A thousand bushels
of wheat,’ he replied. He told him, ‘Take your
bill and make it eight hundred.’ The master
commended the dishonest manager because
he had acted shrewdly. For the people of this
world are more shrewd in dealing with their
own kind than are the people of the light. I
tell you, use worldly wealth to gain friends for
yourselves, so that when it is gone, you will be
welcomed into eternal dwellings.
Luke 16:1-9
This perplexing parable appears at first glance to
encourage dishonesty. But Jesus enjoins us to mimic
the steward’s shrewdness, not his dishonesty. Jesus
commends the man’s ability to use his present and
temporary power and resources to make preparation
for what was coming.

Is not righteousness
But growth in righteousness
Not health but healing,
Not being but becoming
Not rest but exercise.
We are not yet what we shall be
But we are growing toward it,
The process is not yet finished
But is going on,
This is not the end
But it is the road.
All does not yet gleam in glory
But all is being purified.

CREDIT CARD DONATIONS TO REFLECTIONS MINISTRIES
For your convenience, you can now make contributions
to the work of Reflections Ministries by credit card.
You can call the Reflections Ministries office (404-842-0707)
or visit our website (www.kenboa.org) for more information.
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