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discount from Kenboa.org and are great resources for personal
bible study, small group discussions, or as gifts for a friend.
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t,
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This one-year resource will

In an attempt not to offend, some modern
hymnals have changed the words of John
Newton’s beloved hymn, “Amazing Grace.”
Where Newton wrote that God “saved a
wretch like me,” others have softened Newton’s
“wretch” to something more culturally correct.
Was Newton just waxing poetic when he wrote,
or did he really see himself as a wretch whom
God saved? Given his life story, the latter is
more likely true.

enrich your encounters
with Scripture by guiding
you through the four-step
process of Read, Reflect,
Respond, and Rest. Your spiritual life will be enriched
as you record your encounters with these passages. 395
pages.

New Devotional Study, only $30 + shipping
All these items can be ordered through our online bookstore
at KenBoa.org (www.kenboa.org/shop/).

We invite you to visit Ken’s website to

The son of a sea captain, Newton followed
his father to sea, but was thrown out of the
Royal Navy for his rebellious ways. He ended
up in West Africa working for a slave trader,
where he himself was reduced to slave-like
conditions. He was described by one writer of
his day as “a wretched man . . . [clothed in] rags,
[with] no shelter and begging for unhealthy
roots to allay his hunger.” Escaping Africa on
a sailing ship, he was washed overboard in a
storm while drunk, and was only rescued by
being harpooned by another sailor! It was in
this “wretched” condition that the words of
Thomas à Kempis’ The Imitation of Christ
came to him and he saw his desperate need for
God. John Newton did not exaggerate when he
wrote that God “saved a wretch” like him.

see the growing number of resources
that are available to help you in your
thinking and practice. Previous issues
of the Reflections newsletter are also
available on the website.
(Georgia residents: please add 8% sales tax)

www.kenboa.org
Please make your checks
payable to Trinity House Publishers.

But what about you? You could have a
background as tumultuous as John Newton’s,
but few probably have. And yet Paul seems
to suggest that all of us were in wretched
conditions, in need of rescue from the effects
of sin. John Newton was as good as dead in the
swells of the Atlantic, but we were spiritually
dead in the swill of our transgressions and
sins. We were the objects of God’s wrath and

www.kenboa.org

destined for his righteous judgment. Regardless
of whether the details of our pre-Christian life
are as dramatic as Newton’s, we should sing
with him that it is by God’s amazing grace that
we have been saved!
What would you do with the rest of your life
if you were saved from drowning in the ocean?
The life God gave John Newton is the second
chance he has given all believers in Christ. Take
him at his word—by grace you have been saved.

God’s Promise to You:
“I saved you by grace to make you alive
in Christ.”
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Be sure to take advantage of these great
offers while quantities last.

Power in Humility
God of grace, I give You thanks and praise that
You desire to have an intimate relationship with
me as an adopted child in Your heavenly
household. Your power and might are boundless
and transcend human comprehension. I cannot
fathom even the fringe of Your ways. And yet
You have chosen to use Your power to love and
serve people who are weak and insignificant
apart from You. You have restrained Yourself to
accommodate the needs of Your people, and
the clearest display of the humility of restrained
strength is the Lord Jesus Christ. I am amazed
that He never did anything to impress people,
but that all His actions were intended to serve
them. He came in humility, walked in humility
and died in humility, and yet He was the most
powerful person the world has ever known or
could ever know. Thank You for the gift of Your
other-centered love and grace.
A teaching letter encouraging believers
to develop a clear mind and a warm heart.
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should not use secular abilities or procedures in
the work of the kingdom. But Jesus said, “Be
as shrewd as serpents and as innocent as doves”
(Matthew 10:16). We ought to be impressive
examples of sagacity to this world.

Part 3
In Jesus’ day there were two primary words
for “wisdom.” One word was sophia, which
had a spiritual, pious ring to it. This is the
wisdom which comes from above, resulting in
godly character and conduct (cf. James 3:17).
This wisdom comes through the grace of God
(Ephesians 1:7), and is a beautiful thing. But
the word Jesus uses here is phronimos, which
meant cunning, cleverness, street-smarts.
Jesus uses this word in Matthew 7:24 about
the “wise” man who builds his house on the
rock. It takes no special revelation from above
to know that Jesus’ teachings in the Sermon on
the Mount form perhaps the greatest ethical
platform known to man. It only makes sense
to apply these teachings to our daily lives, thus
the “wise” man is also shrewd.
We often see pictures of Jesus looking as
innocent as a dove. But we never see pictures
of Jesus looking as shrewd as a serpent. This
reveals our failure to grasp his true nature.
We tend to confuse being spiritual with being
gullible or timid. But, in the Gospels, we find
that Jesus had an earthy streak that didn’t
look spiritual to people. This is one of the
things that caused people to misunderstand
him. There was nothing naïve about Jesus.
He was completely realistic without a trace of
cynicism. And he was totally innocent without
a trace of naïveté. That still confuses a lot of
people today, because we’re not accustomed to
seeing that combination.
No parable can be interpreted correctly
until its purpose has been identified. Before
asking what a parable means, the reader must
ask why it was told. The situation which
prompted this parable is recounted in Luke
15:1-2. The Pharisees were attacking Jesus for
eating with the wrong people. His answer to
their charge came in the form of four separate
parables, the first three of which are recorded
in the previous chapter (Luke 15:3-32). In the
parable of the steward (16:1-9) Jesus drew his

conclusion. Stewards work hard and “smart”
to please their master. But some go the extra
mile and work “shrewd”! While it appeared
to some that Jesus was working contrary to
the Father’s wishes, he and the Father both
knew that Jesus was working judiciously
and discerningly (synonyms for shrewdly)
on precisely those things which the Father
wanted accomplished (notice the first sentence
of 16:8).
Jesus made it clear that we are his stewards.
We manage his resources on earth. Since
leaders manage multiple resources, the
stewardship role is especially applicable to
them. Verses 8-15 contain the application of
this extended passage. Read carefully from
the standpoint of your role as a steward of
God’s resources. The point of stewardship is
that we manage what God owns (and he owns
everything). He expects maximum return
on his investment. Stewards work hard and
smart. The best stewards are also shrewd.
They look for the “extra” possibility to serve
God well.

This “shrewd use of resources” must also
include our money, especially for Americans
who have been entrusted with so much of it. The
wisest use of money is not temporal pleasure,
but eternal security. Present investments in the
poor will be honored by God in eternity.

Stewardship in All Circumstances
In Genesis 39:1-41, 57, Joseph provides us
with a classic example of stewardship. His
life is the ultimate good news/bad news story.
He is his father’s favorite son, but that makes
his brothers jealous. His father gives him a
beautiful coat, but his brothers tear it off and
sell him into slavery because of it. He finds a
job working for a wealthy man who puts him in
charge of his household, but his boss’ wife tries
to seduce him. Joseph resists, but this makes
her angry enough to falsely accuse him and
have him thrown into jail. In prison, Joseph
meets a royal official, interprets a dream and
receives a promise of parole, but the official
forgets and Joseph languishes in prison for two
more years. Joseph’s life has more plot twists
than an Indiana Jones movie.

We who are children of light must use
our power, resources and abilities to prepare
for eternity. We do that in at least two
ways. Primarily, we use our resources and
abilities to make investments into eternal
things (Matthew 6:19-21, 33). We win
friends (specifically God and the people we
love and serve) who can help us when we
are helpless (e.g., judgment) so that we will
have a comfortable place when we lose our
job (i.e., when we die). Secondly, we spread
God’s message, using whatever resources and
skills we have so that others can prepare for
the future as well. In this way we leverage
the temporal resources of this world for the
eternal treasures of the next by investing them
in people.

We want to rush to the end, where Joseph is
large and in charge, reconciled to his brothers,
enjoying luxury, and they all live happily ever
after. But Joseph models something more
important for us. Stewardship happens in the
meantime. Regardless of his circumstances,
whether he was on an upswing or a downturn,
Joseph utilized the resources available to him
for great good. God was with Joseph, he was
always put “in charge” (Genesis 39:4, 22;
41:41). From Potiphar’s house to the prison
ward to Pharaoh’s Egypt, Joseph built others’
fortunes by managing their resources and
managed situations well regardless of his own
comfort. That’s what stewardship entails;
and that, according to Matthew 25, is what
leadership is all about as well. But of what,
exactly, are we stewards?

The children of light (Ephesians 5:8)
can be so naïve! We are afraid that if we are
shrewd, we are being unchristian. We feel we

Peter Drucker asserted in Post Capitalist
Society that knowledge is fast becoming
our most valuable asset. Karl Albrecht (The

Northbound Train) tells us that, in this
emerging post-capitalist society, “one of
the main jobs of leadership is to help people
understand the contributions they can make.”
Leif Edvinsson and Michael Malone’s book
Intellectual Capital is subtitled, “Realizing
Your Company’s True Value by Finding Its
Hidden Brain Power.” In Stewardship, Peter
Block consistently equates stewardship with
a leader’s commitment to develop the human
resources placed in his or her charge. This
representative, and by no means exhaustive,
listing demonstrates that today more than ever
before leaders-as-stewards must cultivate their
human resources. People are a leader’s major
stewardship focus.
Joseph, Jesus, and contemporary leadership
gurus tell us that, as leaders, we are stewards
of our greatest resource – people. A view of
leadership that is consistent with the Bible will
focus on what God deems important. And
again, that is people. Whatever else biblical
leaders feel responsible for in the name of
stewardship, they must accept responsibility for
the people God has entrusted to their care.
Biblical stewardship touches every area of
our lives. It requires a basic commitment
to present ourselves completely to God as
his servants, with no strings attached. The
real issue of stewardship is whether we are
administrating our affairs and possessions as
if they are ours or as if they are God’s. Our
lives are shaped by the decisions we make,
and there is no greater choice offered to us
than surrender to the one who created us
and knows us better than we know ourselves.
The ultimate question, then, is this: Am I the
lord of my life, or is Christ the Lord of my
life? We will either labor under the illusion
that we can control our own lives, or we will
submit to the reign and rule of God. This is
the difference between the great I will and the
great Thy will. Whether we realize it or not,
we face this decision many times in the course
of each day. Our answer to this question will
determine how we manage the time, abilities,
money, truth and relationships God has placed
under our care. A wise steward will treat things
according to their true value, treasure the
things God declares to be important and hold
with a loose grip the things that God says will
not matter in the end.

SELF LOVE
“The inner self still longs for
love more than self love, for
grace

more

than

impression

management, for authenticity more than
admiration.”— Mark R. McMinn
Unless we are vigilant and accountable, we
can enable ourselves into dark ends.
It has been observed that compromises are
the unburdonsome bricks of the devil, and
casual repetition is the mortar.

CREDIT CARD DONATIONS TO REFLECTIONS MINISTRIES
For your convenience, you can now make contributions
to the work of Reflections Ministries by credit card.
You can call the Reflections Ministries office (404-842-0707)
or visit our website (www.kenboa.org) for more information.
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