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Habakkuk was a man about whom we know
virtually nothing except for what is recorded in
Scripture—his name in the book he wrote. But
what he learned from God changed the course
of human history. And it might just change your
life as well.
Things in Israel were lamentable in
Habakkuk’s day. He was upset that the spiritual
life in Israel had reached such a low ebb, and
confused as to why God was doing nothing
about it. Habakkuk voiced his complaints to
God, and God’s answers became a source of
strength for the righteous in the nation. When
Habakkuk asked, “How long must I call for help,
but you do not listen?” (1:2), he got an answer
from God that only perplexed him further: I
am going to do something, but I am going to
use the Babylonians to do it, God said (1:6). A
holy God was planning on using a people more
wicked than the Israelites to bring judgment on
(purify) the nation! (1:12, 13) Habakkuk, in
essence, replied, “This I have got to see!” (2:1)
God told Habakkuk to write down the message
he was about to receive and spread it abroad for
all to read. And the heart of that message? The
righteous will live by his faith (2:4). “You must
trust me, Habakkuk, until you see what I will
do,” God was telling him. “Tell the godly to have
faith, and be faithful, while you wait to see my
judgment.”
Live by faith, not by sight. This became
the message of the apostle Paul (Rom. 1:17; 2
Cor. 5:7) who wrote it first on his heart and
next by his hand and spread it throughout the
Mediterranean world. Fifteen hundred years
later, an obscure Catholic monk in Germany,

www.kenboa.org

Martin Luther, complaining about the state of his
church and his own life, discovered Habakkuk’s
words through studying Paul’s—and ignited a
Protestant Reformation that changed the course
of Western civilization.
Are things around you, and perhaps in you,
not what they should be? Do you wonder where
God is in the midst of the confusion? If so, God’s
promise to Habakkuk is his promise to you: The
righteous will live by faith.

God’s Promise to You:
“You will see me more clearly if you look
with eyes of faith.”
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Be sure to take advantage of these great
offers while quantities last.

God’s World
and Word
Father in heaven, You have graciously revealed
rich and wonderful truths about Your nature
and plan that we could never have known on
our own. The heavens declare the glory of Your
invisible attributes—Your eternal power and
divine nature. But nothing in Your created order
could prepare us for the revelation that the God
of majesty and sovereign glory is also the God
who humbles Himself to make it possible for us
to enjoy a living relationship with Him through
the merits of His glorious Son. What we could
never learn in nature, You have revealed in Your
Word, which centers on the Person and work of
Christ Jesus, the Alpha and the Omega. May I
grow in my love and obedience to the Lord
Jesus, who has given Himself to rescue and
draw me to You, and may I become more like
Him in my spiritual journey.
A teaching letter encouraging believers
to develop a clear mind and a warm heart.
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Part 1
Two men were fishing in a stream when they
noticed that a nearby bridge was falling apart.
Every time a vehicle would drive across it, another
piece would fall and the entire bridge would shake
dangerously. Finally, after a large truck passed over,
the bridge completely fell apart in the middle. The two
fishermen knew that if a car came around the bend, the
driver would never know that the middle of the bridge
was gone; the whole thing could come crashing down,
damaging the vehicle and injuring the driver.
One of the men looked at his friend and said,
“We’ve got to do something. What would be the
‘Christian’ thing to do?”
His friend thought for a moment and replied,
“Build a hospital?”
It does seem that many in Christendom would
rather build a hospital than put up a warning sign. We
tend to deal with things after the fact instead of taking
preventive action. We often allow a person to come to
a very bad state before we get involved. Nowhere is
this more clearly seen than in the absence of protective
accountability alliances among leaders.
God told the prophet Jeremiah, “The heart is deceitful
above all things and beyond cure” (Jeremiah 17:9). Our
ability to embed ourselves within the impenetrable shell
of rationalization, projection and denial is nothing short
of amazing. Neal Plantinga writes:
We deny, suppress, or minimize what we
know to be true. We assert, adorn, and elevate
what we know to be false. We prettify ugly
realities and sell ourselves the prettified versions.
Thus a liar might transform “I tell a lot of lies to
shore up my pride” to “Occasionally, I finesse the
truth in order to spare other people’s feelings.”
An entire field of social psychology – the study of
“cognitive dissonance” – is based on our limitless ability
to rationalize what we do and say. That being the case,
we all need people who will help us protect ourselves
from ourselves and the desires of our own hearts.
Effective leaders use the same standards for
themselves that they apply to others. They hold
themselves accountable just like everyone else
on the team. Maintaining such accountability
involves seeking 360-degree honesty. Skilled leaders

consistently receive feedback from those who work
above them, beside them and for them. David Watson
says, “Anything that is subject to human limitation or
error requires the collegial presence of another person
to ensure responsibility. It is a fact of life.” A failure to
provide a structure for such accountability will lead to
a crisis of character and leadership.

An Ounce of Prevention
The tragedy of King David underscores what can
happen when leaders fail to create a structure in which
they are answerable for how they spend both their
private and professional time. Ultimately, as he did
with David, God will hold every leader accountable.
The Bible shows us the dangers of living our lives free
of accountability:
In the spring, at the time when kings go off
to war, David sent Joab out with the king’s men
and the whole Israelite army. They destroyed the
Ammonites and besieged Rabbah. But David
remained in Jerusalem. One evening David got
up from his bed and walked around on the roof
of the palace. From the roof he saw a woman
bathing. The woman was very beautiful, and
David sent someone to find out about her. The
man said, “Isn’t this Bathsheba, the daughter of
Eliam and the wife of Uriah the Hittite?” Then
David sent messengers to get her. She came to
him, and he slept with her. (She had purified
herself from her uncleanness.) Then she went
back home. The woman conceived and sent word
to David, saying, “I am pregnant.”
2 Samuel 11:1-5
By this point in time, David was about 50 years
old, had been king for about 20 years, was a gifted
musician, mighty warrior and capable leader. He
enjoyed an intimate walk with God, a healthy family,
a stable political position and an unbroken string of
military victories. David was the king who had it all.
The one thing he didn’t have was Uriah’s wife. And
that was what he wanted.
One tragic factor that often gets overlooked in
this story is that Uriah wasn’t just a faceless soldier in
David’s army. Uriah was one of David’s mighty men
(cf. 2 Samuel 23:39). This was a man with whom
David had a relationship.

Most leaders don’t experience a sudden blow-out
in their lives. More often it’s a slow leak that leads
to disaster. Or, to use Derek Kidner’s phrase, “We
deceive ourselves by the smallness of our surrenders.”
In other words, a man can deceive himself into
thinking that a small compromise will not matter.
But small steps, taken consistently, add up to a great
distance. Small compromise has a snowball effect;
momentum develops, and before we realize what’s
happening, life spins out of control.
David didn’t just wake up one morning and decide
to trash his life by committing adultery with the wife
of one of his mighty men and then having that man
killed. David had already begun the descent into
spiritual sloth by making small compromises. He
began by taking an additional wife, then another and
another and another. Eventually David had seven
wives in all, but even that wasn’t enough. So, he
stocked a harem. David had a slow leak of self-control.
And he compounded that problem by not having
anyone around who would tell him about the problem.
Now, while the rest of his army was at war, he
stayed at home. Apparently, nobody dared question
the wisdom of his hiatus. With nobody to answer
to, he broke three of the Ten Commandments by
coveting his neighbor’s wife and committing the acts
of adultery and murder. As the details of David’s
affair unfold, we can’t help but wince. David looks;
David wants; David takes; David tries to cover up the
consequences; David thinks he’s gotten away with it.
But then we come to the most important verse
in the chapter, verse 27. There Samuel informs us
tersely, “But the thing David had done displeased
the Lord.” While David could hide his sins from
his associates, he couldn’t hide them from God.
The Bible assures us that our sin will find us out
(Numbers 32:23). God sees what is done in secret
(Psalm 90:8). Nothing is hidden from him or
escapes his notice (Jeremiah 23:24). God may be
slow to anger, but God does get angry. One day
the Lord sent the prophet Nathan to confront
David, and the king discovered that even kings are
accountable for their actions.
When David was confronted with his sin, he had
two options: Confession or denial. He will either
be a man after God’s own heart, or he will go the
catastrophic way of King Saul. Being a man after
God’s own heart doesn’t mean we are fl awless in our
performance. Being a godly leader does not require
us to practice sinless perfection. It does require us
to be honest about our failures. David heard Nathan
pronounce judgment from God, and he replied with
six short words: “I have sinned against the Lord” (2
Samuel 12:13).

It’s not long before we find David composing Psalm
51 – a psalm of confession. In this psalm, David pours
out his heart to God:
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your
unfailing love; according to your great compassion
blot out my transgressions. Wash away all my
iniquity and cleanse me from my sin. For I know
my transgressions, and my sin is always before me.
Against you, you only, have I sinned and done
what is evil in your sight….You do not delight
in sacrifice, or I would bring it; you do not take
pleasure in burnt offerings. The sacrifices of God
are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O
God, you will not despise.
Psalm 51:1-4a, 16-17
David knew that there was no sacrifice that
would cover all these presumptuous sins of murder,
covetousness and adultery. David knew there was
nothing left to do but to throw himself on the
mercy of God. The confrontation of a man of God
leads David back into the arms of God. Dietrich
Bonhoeffer wrote, “Nothing can be more cruel than
the leniency which abandons others to their sin.
Nothing can be more compassionate than the severe
reprimand which calls another Christian in one’s
community back from the path of sin.”
Nathan had been a friend to David. He provided
David with comfort and protection. There was a
tremendous bond between these two as young men.
Nathan cared enough for David to counsel or rebuke
him when it was necessary. Both types of relationships
are necessary for us. If David had invited Nathan into
his life, perhaps Nathan could have given David advice
rather than reprimand. Bonhoeffer continues:
When another Christian falls into obvious
sin, an admonition is imperative, because God’s
Word demands it. The practice of discipline in
the community of faith begins with friends who
are close to one another. Words of admonition
and reproach must be risked.
If we are not intentional about inviting someone like
Nathan into our lives, God will provide a Nathan for us. But
by then it may be too late to spare us from the consequences.
Wise leaders don’t wait for a crisis to establish
accountability. Accountability relationships cannot be
imposed; they must be invited. The onus is on leaders to
establish structures and relationships that harness their
sin and unleash their potential. We must seek out godly
people of mature character and give them permission to
ask us the tough questions. This requires risk on our
part. It requires honesty and vulnerability – risky things
that leaders are often skittish about. However, as anyone
who has suffered the consequences of a fall will tell you,
an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure.

WORK AND
PLAY
The master in the art of living
makes little distinction between his work and
his play, his labor and his leisure, his mind and
his body, his information and his recreation,
his love and his religion. He hardly knows
which is which. He simply pursues his vision
of excellence at whatever he does, leaving
others to decide whether he is working or
playing. To him he’s always doing both.
– Jamea A. Michener
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