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While orphans are not new on the world
stage, several things have increased their
visibility. With the fall of the Soviet Union
came the awareness of large numbers of
orphans in countries like Romania and
Russia. In Africa, the AIDS epidemic (not to
mention numerous civil wars) is killing tens of
thousands of adults weekly, leaving multitudes
of orphans in its wake. Breakdowns in family
structures in countries where orphans were
traditionally absorbed into extended families
have also increased the number of children
with nowhere to go. Being orphaned is a tragic
experience for a child, counterbalanced only
by the overnight change brought about by a
new and loving environment.
Israel as a nation was “orphaned” by God for
a time (we could say she orphaned herself due
to her persistent rebellion against her heavenly
Father). While in captivity in foreign lands, the
hearts of her people longed to return home. One
of God’s prophets spoke about a new environment
God was preparing for his children to come
home to (and any non-Jews who were spiritually
orphaned in the world as well). First, all their sins
of the past would be forgiven. Second, he would
write his laws on their minds and hearts so they
would always know how to live. And third, he
and they would remain forever in a heart-toheart relationship. This new living arrangement
was called the New Covenant, and while God
made it originally with his people Israel, all the
Gentiles (non-Jews) of the world have also been
invited to come and live under its blessings as
well. The apostle Paul was chosen by God to take
this invitation to the Gentile (spiritual) orphans
of the world (see Rom. 11:11-24; Eph. 3:6, 8).
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Perhaps you were raised in a loving and secure
home. While that is God’s desire for all children,
the truth is that everyone, children and adults, are
born into this world as spiritual orphans, needing
to return home spiritually. Just as God invited his
chosen people Israel to return home to the loving
environment he created for them, so he invites
you as well. Have you found your forever home in
the blessings of God’s new covenant?

God’s Promise to You:
“Jew or Gentile, when you come to me,
you have come home.”
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Be sure to take advantage of these great
offers while quantities last.

Jesus is
Lord of All
Father, I anticipate the day when Your
will shall be fully realized not only in heaven,
but also on earth. Even now, I want to be a
follower and doer of Your will on this earth as
I live between the present age and the age to
come. Only in You can I discover the resources
to become the person You intended me to be
and to live the life You have called me to live.
I ask You for the grace to fulfill Your will in my
relationships, in my work, in my aspirations
and with my possessions. I willingly affirm that
Jesus is Lord of all, and that there is no part of
my life that should not come under His
guidance. Whenever I am tempted to retreat
from Your loving rule, may I recall anew where
I was without You, where I would be without
You and where I would be destined without
you. Apart from You I can do nothing.
A teaching letter encouraging believers
to develop a clear mind and a warm heart.
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Part 1
People cannot live without hope.
Throughout history, human beings
have endured the loss of many things.
People have lost their health, their
finances, their reputations, their
careers, even their loved ones, and yet
have endured. The pages of history
books are filled with those who suffered
pain, rejection, isolation, persecution
and abuse; there have been people
who faced concentration camps with
unbroken spirits and unbowed heads,
people who have been devastated
by Job-like trials and yet found the
strength to go on without cursing
God and dying. Humans can survive
the loss of almost anything – but not
without hope.
Hope is how we live. Hope is what
gets us from one day to the next. A
person goes to school and hopes that
one day he will graduate. That person
graduates and hopes that one day he will
enter into a great career. If he is single,
he hopes that perhaps one day he will
meet the right person and get married.
He gets married and hopes that one
day he and his wife will have children.
When they have children, they hope
that they will live long enough to get
the kids out of the house.
We live by hope, and when hope is
gone, endurance and joy and energy
and courage just evaporate. Life itself
begins to fade. When hope goes, we
start to die. One of the most profound

proverbs of the Bible says, “Hope
deferred makes the heart sick, but
a longing fulfilled is a tree of life”
(Proverbs 13:12).
It could be argued that everyone has
hope and that the problem with most
people is simply that their hopes have
been misplaced. Many people begin
looking around from the time they are
young and wondering what is going
to pay off. Perhaps they will invest in
athletics or academics. Perhaps they
will invest all their hope in beauty and
fashion. As we get a little older (but
not always wiser) we put our hopes in
wealth and status, achievement and
prestige.
When we place our hope in the
wrong things, one of two things is
likely to happen. Either we will never
make it to the level we had hoped for,
in which case we end up envious or
bitter. Or we make it to that level only
to discover that it doesn’t fill our heart.
In that case, we end up unfulfilled and
disappointed.
With all this is mind, it is easy
to see that few functions a leader
is called upon to perform are more
important than that of keeping hope
alive. When others are lost in the
dark, and seemingly endless, maze of
despair, effective leaders drive away
the darkness with positive projections
for the future of their organization.
They know when to come alongside

of someone. They sense when a team happened had not Barnabas stood in
member needs a quick admonition or a the gap beside Saul, leading him to the
shoulder on which to cry.
apostles and testifying concerning his
conversion and subsequent ministry.
Barnabas – No Regular Joe
Barnabas encouraged the apostles to
No other New Testament character bless Saul’s ministry, and they responded
illustrates the ability to encourage more favorably. Barnabas provided the timely
strongly than Barnabas, whose name support that Saul needed to launch his
means “Son of Encouragement.” Think ministry.
of that alone: here was a man named
Perhaps this is one reason why Saul
Joseph, a Levite from Cyprus (Acts (who was later known as Paul) spoke
4:36). He was a wealthy and generous so often of total forgiveness and the
man who somehow earned a wonderful encouraging hope it provides. He had
nickname. What must he have done to experienced it in such a tangible way
impress the apostles to such an extent through the ministry of the “Son of
that they said, “Joseph isn’t an accurate Encouragement.” Had Barnabas not
name for you; your name should be offered his hand in fellowship to this
Barnabas because you are such a son of penitent man whose life had been turned
encouragement”? Luke tells us:
absolutely upside down, Saul may never
When [Saul] came to Jerusalem, have been able to fully experience the
he tried to join the disciples, but they freedom he so loudly proclaimed to
were all afraid of him, not believing others. As Jim McGuiggan writes,
that he really was a disciple. But
The trouble is, you see, they [the
Barnabas took him and brought him
remorseful and penitent] can’t enjoy
to the apostles. He told them how Saul
the forgiveness God has freely given
on his journey had seen the Lord and
them, because you, we, make them
that the Lord had spoken to him and
doubt it. They haven’t the strength
how in Damascus he had preached
or assurance to live in the joy and
fearlessly in the name of Jesus.
freedom of a gracious God’s freeActs 9:26-27
flowing grace.
The disciples in Jerusalem were
Effective leaders, like Barnabas,
understandably afraid of Saul of Tarsus. sustain hope by offering words of
Before his conversion, Saul had done support. Suppose for a moment that
everything in his power to destroy the Barnabas had said nothing on Saul’s
church (9:1-2). It’s no wonder they behalf. What might have happened? In
questioned the validity of his profession what ways did his actions demonstrate
of faith in Christ. As a devout Pharisee, both love and courage? Think for a
Saul had doggedly hunted down and moment about how you can follow
persecuted followers of Jesus; this could his example, whether with a family
have been just another one of his tricks. member, a co-worker or a peer. A little
Due to their suspicion, it seemed as bit of encouragement can go a long way
if Saul’s ministry would flounder before toward motivating those around you.
it ever got started. And that might have

AN ANONYMOUS PRAYER
“Lord, thou knowest better than I know myself that I am
growing older and will someday be old.
Keep me from the fatal habit of thinking I must say something on every subject and on every occasion.
Release me from craving to straighten out everybody’s affairs.
Keep my mind from the recitals of endless details – give
me wings to get to the point.
I ask for the grace enough to listen to the tales of other’s
pains. Help me to endure them with patience.
But seal my lips on my aches and pains – they are increasing and love of rehearsing them is becoming sweeter as the
years go by.
Teach me the glorious lesson that occasionally it is possible that I may be mistaken.
I dare not ask for improved memory, but, for a growing
humility and a lessening cocksureness when my memory
seems to clash with the memories of others.
Keep me reasonably sweet; I do not want to be a saint –
some of them are so hard to live with – but a sour old woman
is one of the crowning works of the devil.
Give me the ability to see good things in unexpected
places and talents in unexpected people. And, give me, O
Lord, the grace to tell them so!
Make me thoughtful, but not moody; helpful, but not
bossy. With my vast store of wisdom, it seems a pity not to
use it all – but Thou knowest, Lord, that I want a few friends at
the end”
-- Written by a Mother Superior
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