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“Doe den tap toe!” would call the inn
keepers in the 17th-18th century lowlands
of Scotland—“Turn off the taps!” Their cry
would come as the fife and drum corps of
the local regiment would march through the
streets at night, signaling the soldiers to put
down their pints and return to their barracks.
From this unintentional beginning evolved the
Edinburgh Military Tattoo (“tap toe”), held
since 1950 in Edinburgh, Scotland—one of the
most spectacular music and marching events
in the world. While participants have come
from over 30 countries through the years, the
highlight of the Tattoo is always the hundreds
of fifers, pipers, and drummers of the Scottish
regiments—and their horses!—marching and
playing with perfect lock-step precision.
While getting several hundred feet and
hooves marching in step with one another is
no mean feat, there is another choreographic
arrangement that is even more challenging—
even though it only involves two “people.”
Paul describes it in Galatians when he says
that, as Christians, if we are going to claim to
have the Holy Spirit then we need to “keep in
step with the Spirit.” He has just reminded us
that if we live by the Spirit we will not carry
out the desires of our sinful nature—i.e., we
will not walk in a direction different than the
Spirit. How do we know we’re out of step with
the Spirit? Whenever a Christian is involved
in sexual immorality, impurity, debauchery,
idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, discord, jealousy,
fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions,
factions, envy, drunkenness, orgies, and the
like (Gal. 5:19-21), we know that we are going
one way and the Holy Spirit is going another.
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And we know who it is that’s going the wrong
way. The Holy Spirit plays the same role as the
drum major at the Tattoo—He is the leader
whom we must follow.
There are many things in the world which
tempt us to take our eyes off the Holy Spirit
and get out of step with him. If that happens,
we need to get back in step immediately. It’s
the only way to be sure that we won’t carry out
the desires of the flesh.

God’s Promise to You:
“Follow the Holy Spirit’s lead and you
will always walk in my will.”
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Conformed to His Image
provides readers with
solid biblical and practicall
approaches to spiritual
formation. Perhaps Ken’s
most significant book,
Conformed to His Image
offers a comprehensive
and balanced approach to
o
what it really means
to know Christ.
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THE PROMISES OF GOD

R E F L E C T I ON S M I N I S TR I E S

Be sure to take advantage of these great
offers while quantities last.

Learning to Trust
Jesus, may I learn to take Your yoke upon
me, to follow You wherever you lead me to
learn from You. Although You have said many
things that I do not fully grasp, I wish to submit
to the authority of Your teachings and learn to
trust You when I do not understand. Your
words bring life—Your message is unique and
authoritative, and Your wisdom surpasses
anything the world has ever heard. I
acknowledge that without the new birth in
which I was regenerated by the Holy Spirit, it
would be impossible for me to live as You ask
me to live. But You have not only revealed the
way to go; You have provided me with the
resources that will empower me to travel
along that way. I give thanks for the power of
Your indwelling Spirit, for your life-giving
teaching, and for the new quality of life to
which You have called me.
A teaching letter encouraging believers
to develop a clear mind and a warm heart.
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Part 2
The God of Encouragement
There are so many attributes of God
that it seems mind-boggling to try
to contemplate them all. But a major
theme throughout the Old Testament
prophets is God as an encourager. He
lovingly sought to inspire his people to
put their confidence and hope in him. In
other words, God encourages his people
because he loves his people. Thus, even
when God warns his people of impending
judgment, there is always a note of
consolation quick at hand. In speaking
of coming judgment, they always looked
beyond the time of travail to a time of
unprecedented blessing. This consolation
is a kind of encouragement for his people
to endure discipline and trust that God
will be merciful in his justice. Isaiah, for
example, begins his consolation section
with these words: “Comfort, comfort
my people, says your God” (Isaiah 40:1).
After the people’s captivity in Babylon,
God’s plan was still to prosper them and
not to harm them, to give them hope and
a future (Jeremiah 29:11).
The post-exilic prophet Zechariah is
a classic example of a prophet through
whom God spoke a tremendous word
of encouragement:
“Come! Come! Flee from the land
of the north,” declares the Lord, “ for
I have scattered you to the four winds
of heaven,” declares the Lord. Come,
O Zion! Escape, you who live in the
Daughter of Babylon! For this is what
the Lord Almighty says: “After he has
honored me and has sent me against
the nations that have plundered you
– for whoever touches you touches the

apple of his eye – I will surely raise my
hand against them so that their slaves
will plunder them. Then you will
know that the Lord Almighty has sent
me. Shout and be glad, O Daughter of
Zion. For I am coming, and I will live
among you,” declares the Lord. Many
nations will be joined with the Lord in
that day and will become my people. I
will live among you and you will know
that the Lord Almighty has sent me to
you. The Lord will inherit Judah as
his portion in the holy land and will
again choose Jerusalem. Be still before
the Lord, all mankind, because he has
roused himself from his holy dwelling.
Zechariah 2:6-13
The people of Israel had recently
experienced the trauma of the 70-year
Babylonian captivity. Now that a remnant
had returned to Jerusalem to re-settle the
land and rebuild their temple, many of
them may have wondered if God still had
a purpose for them. They were a small
remnant and the land to which they
returned was desolate. Jerusalem was a
shambles, the temple had been destroyed,
the palaces, the walls – everything was
gone. It may have seemed to them as if
God had abandoned his people in favor of
some other plan.
It is into this context that the Lord sent
his servant Zechariah with a message of
comfort and hope. Zechariah encouraged
the people to complete the rebuilding
project by giving them a vision of the
Messiah who would one day come to this
temple and bring salvation to his people.
Through his prophet Zechariah, God

reassured the remnant that he had brought
them back to the land for a purpose and
that his covenant promises to them would
be fulfilled in the Messiah’s glorious reign
over the nations of the earth (vv. 11-12).
God had not abandoned his people or
his promise! In spite of their history of
unfaithfulness, the Lord says he will remain
faithful to the promises he has made.
Like the children of Israel, the early
disciples must have wondered if God was
going to abandon them as Christ told
of his death and eventual return to his
Father. After all, they had invested years of
their lives, left behind careers and families
in order to follow this miracle-working
rabbi, and now he was telling them about
his impending departure. Jesus comforted
his friends on the night he was betrayed
with these words: “Do not let your hearts
be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in
me” (John 14:1). Later that same night, he
said, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I
give you. I do not give to you as the world
gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled
and do not be afraid” (14:27).
God is trustworthy. When our hope is
found in him, we need never lose courage.
Regardless of what happens in our world,
his promises are sure. There is nothing
that can keep his Word from coming to
pass – no adversity, no pain, no sorrow,
no setback. Nothing can keep his promise
from being fulfilled. Ultimately, we will be
with him in the Father’s dwelling place.
This simple truth gives us comfort and
hope in the midst of tough times.
Andy Cook tells us how we may walk
through times of trouble without losing
our confidence:
How will you walk in confidence
toward your future? Focus on the
blessings, the peace, and the joy that
Christ offers. Focus on the fact that
Jesus has walked first, inviting us to
come with him. We don’t have to travel
alone. It might be dark, descending
into the valley of hell, but at least

we’re not alone. Jesus promised that
he would never, ever leave us. As Paul
said in that tiny verse of Philippians,
let your countenance be known to all
men, a countenance of confidence that
knows, in faith, that “the Lord is near.”
Let his attitude be your cloak. Let his
sandals guide your footsteps. And as you
go, remember that the laughter is just
beyond the pain. Just beyond the cross
is resurrection. Just beyond the grief is
wild celebration. Focus on the laughter
that is to come.
God, the Ruler of the Universe, cares
about encouraging you. He makes it his
business to provide his people a sense of
comfort and peace – even in the midst of fear
and uncertainty. But the way he normally
provides his encouragement for his people
is through his people. It is no wonder,
then, that our enemy so often uses other
people to sabotage and undermine God’s
purposes for our lives. Joyce Heatherley
has written a marvelous little book called
Balcony People, in which she discusses the
pain caused by people who feel the need to
constantly evaluate our shortcomings and
the joy brought by people who affirm our
potential. She writes:
I am more convinced than ever that if
our inner brokenness is ever to be made
whole, and if we are to ever sing again,
we will need to deal with the issues of
evaluators and affirmers in our lives.
I also firmly believe that the need for
affirming one another is crucial to our
process of becoming real, not phony or
hypocritical, people of God. Affirming
brings authenticity and credibility to
our faith as it is lived day by day.
As you become more like Jesus, you
must make it your business to provide
encouragement to the people around you.
In this way, you will find his promise of
comfort and peace becoming a greater
reality in your life.

OUR LITTLE LIVES MATTER
From the Finale of Middlemarch, concerning
Dorothea Brooke:
Her finely touched spirit had still its fine issues,
though they were not widely visible. Her full nature,
like that river of which Cyrus broke the strength,
spent itself in channels which had no great name
on the earth. But the effect of her being on those
around her was incalculably diffusive: for the
growing good of the world is partly dependent on
unhistoric acts; and that things are not so ill with
you and me as they might have been, is half owing
to the number who lived faithfully a hidden life,
and rest in unvisited tombs.
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