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Reflections on God’s
revealed truth
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Many believe Abraham Lincoln to have been 

the greatest American president. His faith in God, 

both public and private, caused Count Leo Tolstoy, 

the famous Russian novelist and playwright, to 

call Lincoln, “A Christ in miniature.” Lincoln 

seemed like Solomon in the way he viewed his 

responsibilities as president (1 Kings 3:7-9)—totally 

dependent upon the Lord for wisdom, especially 

during the terrible years of the American Civil War:

“Trusting in Him who can go with me, and 
remain with you, and be everywhere for good, 
let us confi dently hope that all will yet be well.”

“I have been driven many times upon my 
knees by the overwhelming conviction that I had 
nowhere else to go. My own wisdom, and that of 
all about me, seemed insuffi cient for that day.”

“I trust that as He shall further open the way, 
I will be ready to walk therein, relying on His 
help and trusting in His goodness and wisdom.”

“. . . it is my earnest desire to know the will 
of Providence in this matter. And if I can learn 
what it is, I will do it.”

“I have always taken counsel of Him, and 
referred to Him my plans, and have never 
adopted a course of proceeding without being 
assured, as far as I could be, of His approbation.”

From a background of poverty, self-education, 

and failure in the pursuit of public offi ce came a 

man whose job it was to lead the country through 

the greatest crisis in its “four score and seven” 

year history. Had he approached that task in a 

spirit opposite to Proverbs 3:5-6, he would have 

trusted in himself and leaned totally on his own 

understanding. He would have acknowledged 

God in nothing, establishing his own paths, 

making his own decisions. Where might America 

be today had that kind of person been leading the 

country?

Instead, Lincoln humbled himself before the 

will of God as best he could discern it, sought God’s 

guidance at every turn, yielded his understanding 

to what he read in the Bible, sought godly counsel, 

and then humbly made bold decisions, trusting the 

outcome to God. 

Whether seeking guidance for oneself or 

one’s nation, God promises to direct the paths 

of those who lean on Him.

God’s Promise to You: 

“ I will straighten all your paths if you 
will trust in me.”

THE PROMISES OF GOD
LEAN ON HIM – PROVERBS 3:5-6     

AUGUST 2017

God’s Word is TruthGod’s Word is Truth
 Holy Father, Your Word is truth. It brings 

life, hope, purpose, fulfi llment and power to 

all who submit to its authority and put it into 

practice. I want to receive it, refl ect on it, 

internalize it and apply it. Your Word gives me 

the wisdom that leads to salvation through 

faith in Christ Jesus, and it teaches, corrects, 

reproves and trains me in righteousness. Your 

magnifi cent promises are sure. Your perfect 

character is unchanging. Your loyal love is 

unwavering and Your boundless grace is 

constant. I can lean with full confi dence on 

Your promises and precepts, because they are 

the anchor for my hope and the foundation 

for my wellbeing. Teach me the way in which 

You want me to order my steps so that I will 

fulfi ll Your benevolent desires for my life. By 

Your grace may I follow You, trust in You, hope 

in You and please You.

A teaching letter encouraging believers
to develop a clear mind and a warm heart.

www.kenboa.org

GET KEN BOA’S
SELECTED STUDIES
These selected spiritual resource titles are available at a 

discount from Kenboa.org and are great resources for personal 

bible study, small group discussions, or as gifts for a friend. 

 Be sure to take advantage of these great
offers while quantities last. 

Conformed
to His Image

Conformed to His Image 

provides readers with 

solid biblical and practical 

approaches to spiritual 

formation. Perhaps Ken’s 

most significant book, 

Conformed to His Image 

offers a comprehensive 

and balanced approach to 

what it really means

to know Christ.

Hardback Edition $35 + shipping

eBook (Kindle/EPUB)  19.99

Audiobook download  19.99

All these items can be ordered through our online bookstore

at KenBoa.org  (www.kenboa.org/shop/) . 
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 We invite you to visit Ken’s website to 

see the growing number of resources 

that are available to help you in your 

thinking and practice. Previous issues 

of the Refl ections newsletter are also 

available on the website.
                                                (Georgia residents: please add 8% sales tax)

www.kenboa.org
Please make your checks

payable to Trinity House Publishers. 
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The Encouragement of a Friend
In the rough-and-tumble circum-

stances of life, we sometimes receive 

blows that leave us bleeding and gasping 

for breath. During such times, we need 

reassurance from God and others so that 

we may remain faithful in “the good 

fi ght” of faith, fi x our eyes on Jesus and 

fi nish the race.

Jonathan and David entered into a 

deep and profound, covenantal rela-

tionship of mutual support that served 

both men well and gave them steadi-

ness and comfort in unstable times. 

After David had fi nished talking 
with Saul, Jonathan became one 
in spirit with David, and he loved 
him as himself. From that day Saul 
kept David with him and did not 
let him return to his father’s house. 
And Jonathan made a covenant 
with David because he loved him 
as himself. Jonathan took off the 
robe he was wearing and gave it to 
David, along with his tunic, and 
even his sword, his bow and his belt.

1 Samuel 18:1-4 

These men walked together, prayed 

for one another and encouraged one 

another until Jonathan’s death. David 

would eventually say of his friend, 

“Jonathan, my brother; you were very 

dear to me. Your love for me was 

wonderful, more wonderful than that 

of women” (2 Samuel 1:26).

Jonathan encouraged David by 

demonstrating his loyalty to him in 

the good times, when David was the 

favorite member of Saul’s court. But 

later, when his father Saul wanted to 

kill David, Jonathan’s encouragement 

was far more important to his friend. 

Many people who encouraged David in 

the good times abandoned him when 

he most needed support.

In this trying situation, Jonathan 

modeled the character of the 

encourager. When David could give 

nothing in return, Jonathan upheld 

him by offering his total support: 

Then David f led from Naioth at 
Ramah and went to Jonathan and 
asked, “What have I done? What 
is my crime? How have I wronged 
your father, that he is trying to 
take my life?” “Never!” Jonathan 
replied. “You are not going to 
die! Look, my father doesn’t do 
anything, great or small, without 
confiding in me. Why would he 
hide this from me? It’s not so!” 
But David took an oath and said, 
“Your father knows very well that 
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I have found favor in your eyes, and 
he has said to himself, ‘Jonathan 
must not know this or he will be 
grieved.’ Yet as surely as the Lord 
lives and as you live, there is only 
a step between me and death.” 
Jonathan said to David, “Whatever 
you want me to do, I’ ll do for you.”

1 Samuel 20:1-4 

Imagine how David must have felt 

knowing that, despite great personal 

risk, his dear friend Jonathan was still 

standing by him and doing his best 

to protect him from harm. Jonathan 

made a promise to his friend with 

no strings attached and proved his 

willingness to put himself in harm’s 

way to protect David:

“Why should [David] be put 
to death? What has he done?” 
Jonathan asked his father. But Saul 
hurled his spear at him to kill him. 
Then Jonathan knew that his father 
intended to kill David. Jonathan got 
up from the table in fi erce anger; on 
that second day of the month he did 
not eat, because he was grieved at his 
father’s shameful treatment of David.

1 Samuel 20:32-34 

Because of Saul’s violent temper, 

Jonathan and David were forced to 

part. The intense drama of their final 

separation was played out in an open 

field. David bowed three times before 

Jonathan, face down in the dirt. They 

kissed each other, each weeping on the 

other’s shoulder.

Jonathan verbally encouraged David 

in their frequent meetings, and that was 

important to David. But no words in 

the world can match the reassurance of 

knowing that someone believes in you 

and cares enough to stand with you no 

matter how tough things get or what 

it costs. Encouragement in the good 

times shows care and thoughtfulness. 

Encouragement in the tough times 

ref lects character. Often, those who 

encourage during good times abandon 

us when we need them the most. 

Jonathan, however, demonstrated godly 

character by remaining steadfast in the 

times of hardship.

Men, especially, need other men 

to walk with through the peaks and 

valleys of life. The power of men 

walking together in peace and in truth 

is incredible and necessary for us to be 

the leaders God has called us to be. We 

all need to know that there are people 

who are committed to looking out for 

our best interests, people who think 

of ways to stimulate and encourage us 

toward love and good deeds. 

Consider ways in which you can 

be an encourager to others. A phone 

call, a brief note or a personal word 

of thanks for what another person 

has meant to you requires little time 

but yields positively disproportionate 

benefits. Take the time to thank each 

person who has made an investment in 

your life. When the Lord accomplishes 

something good through you, let the 

person know that another dividend has 

just been paid on his or her investment.
One Piedmont Center, Suite 130, Atlanta, Georgia 30305
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TAKE ADVANTAGE OF
KEN BOA’S MEDIA RESOURCES

You can keep in touch with Ken 

via Twitter at Kenneth Boa 
or on Facebook at Kenneth Boa.

THE RISKS OF LOVE 
 “To love at all is to be vulnerable. Love anything, and 
your heart will certainly be wrung and possibly broken. 
If you want to make sure of keeping it intact, you must 
give your heart to no one, not even to an animal. Wrap it 
carefully round with hobbies and little luxuries; avoid all 
entanglements; lock it up safe in the casket or coffi n of 
your selfi shness. But in that casket- safe, dark, motionless, 
airless--it will change. It will not be broken; it will become 
unbreakable, impenetrable, irredeemable.” – C.S. Lewis

 As children of God through faith in Christ, we are 
called to a lifestyle of growing other-centeredness and 
diminishing self-centeredness as Christ increases and 
we decrease.  While we are aware that in a sinful world, 
such a lifestyle makes us more vulnerable to the pains of 
rejection, indifference, demands, misunderstanding, and 
betrayal, we also realize that a wise person fi nds more joy 
in serving others than in pursuing possessions, power, 
performance, or prestige.

Part 3


