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Reflections on God’s
revealed truth
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Humanly speaking, no one today should ever 

be lost, anywhere, for any reason. There is simply 

too much guidance available. We live in an age 

where cars “talk” to global positioning satellites 

so that we will always know where we are and 

how to get where we’re going. Cell phones the 

size of small wallets can check our email, access 

the internet, monitor our investments, receive our 

pages and voicemails—in addition to letting us 

make phone calls.

On a more personal level, the guidance available 

from your local bookstore is almost overwhelming. 

Go to the self-help section and you will fi nd 

personal guide books on not only what you know 

you need to learn to do but things you didn’t even 

know you could learn to do. But if you don’t see the 

guide book you hoped to fi nd in the bookstore, it’s 

time to hit the internet. By accessing the database 

of one of the largest online booksellers, you will 

discover more than a thousand titles in a popular 

series of “how-to” books published for “dummies,” 

and another 500-plus in an equally popular series 

published for “idiots.” Apparently, people are so 

hungry for guidance in life that they are willing to 

be called names in order to get what they need!

Human guidance is good in many areas of life: 

Fix a car, buy a stock, learn a language, cook a meal. 

God is certainly interested in even the smallest areas 

of our life, and willing to help us with them. But 

it is when we move beyond the realms of human 

guidance that we need to know God as our guide. 

Whom should I marry? How do I deal with my 

anger? Why do I feel guilty—and how can I not? 

What should I do with my life? What should the 

priorities of my life be? Only the one who created us 

can possibly give us that kind of guidance.

David, the psalmist, said that those who fear 

God—who hold him in honor and respectful 

awe—will know him as their guide. Do you need 

guidance today—guidance that surpasses human 

ability? As you honor and ask God, his guidance 

will come.

God’s Promise to You: 

“ There is nowhere you need to go that I 
am not willing to guide you.”

THE PROMISES OF GOD
GOD AS GUIDE – PSALM 25:12     

SEPTEMBER 2017

  The Supremacy   The Supremacy 
           of Jesus           of Jesus

 Lord Jesus, the Gospels proclaim the 
abundance of marvelous things You said and 
did during Your brief public ministry. You made 
claims that no one else ever made before or 
since, and You had the authority to back up 
those claims by Your extraordinary works. You 
demonstrated Your supremacy over nature, 
demons, disease and death. Yet You did all this 
in a context of profound humility, never calling 
attention to Yourself but instead pointing to 
Your heavenly Father. You came not to judge 
the world but to save it; but the time is coming 
when You will return in manifest glory and 
power as the Judge and Ruler of heaven and 
earth. I thank You that You have the power to 
grant eternal life to all who come to You, and I 
wait in anticipation for the day when I will receive 
a resurrected body that will be in conformity 
with the body of Your glory.

A teaching letter encouraging believers
to develop a clear mind and a warm heart.

www.kenboa.org
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Conformed
to His Image

Conformed to His Image 

provides readers with 

solid biblical and practical 

approaches to spiritual 

formation. Perhaps Ken’s 

most significant book, 

Conformed to His Image 

offers a comprehensive 

and balanced approach to 

what it really means

to know Christ.

Hardback Edition $35 + shipping

eBook (Kindle/EPUB)  19.99

Audiobook download  19.99
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 We invite you to visit Ken’s website to 

see the growing number of resources 

that are available to help you in your 

thinking and practice. Previous issues 

of the Refl ections newsletter are also 

available on the website.
                                                (Georgia residents: please add 8% sales tax)
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Encouragement in Times of Trouble

Paul’s life in general, and his farewell address 
to the Ephesian elders in particular, give us some 
good insight into the mechanics of encourage-
ment. Paul was a great encourager, not simply 
because he received such expert encouragement 
himself from Barnabas, but because he diligently 
worked at it. After he planted a church, he was 
conscientious about visiting whenever possible, 
writing letters and sending others to minister 
in his absence. He always assured people of his 
accessibility, even though he may physically have 
been many miles away or even locked up in a 
prison cell. Paul’s meeting with the Ephesian 
elders in Acts 20 includes some guidance for the 
godly leader who wants to uplift others.

First, Paul was able to lend support because 
his listeners respected his example:

From Miletus, Paul sent to Ephesus for 
the elders of the church. When they arrived, 
he said to them: “You know how I lived the 
whole time I was with you, from the fi rst day 
I came into the province of Asia. I served the 
Lord with great humility and with tears, 
although I was severely tested by the plots of 
the Jews. You know that I have not hesitated 
to preach anything that would be helpful 
to you but have taught you publicly from 
house to house. I have declared to both Jews 
and Greeks that they must turn to God in 
repentance and have faith in our Lord Jesus.

Acts 20:17-21

If he had been unable to speak these words 
with a clear conscience, the meeting would have 
been over. He had made an investment of time 
and had demonstrated by his example that he 
was a man of integrity. His example was a source 
of encouragement for these men of God.

Second, Paul didn’t gloss over or distort 
reality: 

And now, compelled by the Spirit, I 
am going to Jerusalem, not knowing what 
will happen to me there. I only know that 
in every city the Holy Spirit warns me that 
prison and hardships are facing me…. Now 
I know that none of you among whom I 
have gone about preaching the kingdom 
will ever see me again…. I know that after I 
leave, savage wolves will come in among you 
and will not spare the fl ock. Even from your 
own number men will arise and distort the 
truth in order to draw away disciples after 
them. So be on your guard!

Acts 20:22-23, 25, 29-31a

Supporting people when all the news is good 
does not set one apart as a gifted encourager. 
Neither does soft-pedaling bad news. 
Psychologists Stephen Arterburn and Jack Felton 
say that one of the signs of a healthy faith is that 
it is based in reality:

Growing Christians strive to see the 
world and their lives as they really are, not 
through some stained-glass fi lter, not through 
the grid of some externally imposed myth or 
make-believe worldview. They do not feel 
compelled to “explain away” hardships or 
events that mystify them, but are willing to 
live with some ambiguity, trust God to rule 
the world in righteousness – even if that 
means diffi culty for them.

No matter how grim reality may look, 
the leader who trusts God must blend God’s 
sovereign presence with motivation to faithful 
effort (vv. 32-35). Paul’s willingness to face reality 
was a source of encouragement for these elders.

Third, Paul prayed with the elders before his 
departure and demonstrated genuine love and 
care for them:

When he had said this, he knelt down 
with all of them and prayed. They all wept 
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as they embraced and kissed him. What 
grieved them most was his statement that 
they would never see his face again. Then 
they accompanied him to the ship.

Acts 20:36-38

Paul’s story in this passage demonstrates 
that encouragement doesn’t always accompany 
auspicious circumstances. Paul was facing 
hardship and separation from his friends, and 
their parting was diffi cult. But his uplifting words 
despite the coming trials show us that the gift of 
encouragement must always be related both to 
God’s sovereign power and to the leader’s genuine 
concern. Paul’s reliance on the goodness of God 
was a source of encouragement to them, as it is 
to us. 

Encouragement and Human Worth

Encouragement is to a team what wind is to 
a sail – it moves people forward. Like the ancient 
Hebrew Christians, we all need words of support. 
The recipients of the letter to the Hebrews 
needed encouragement. The fi res of persecution 
were burning so intensely that the believers were 
tempted to forsake the living God. Because the 
author knew this, he urged them to offer daily 
reassurance to one another: “But encourage 
one another daily, as long as it is called Today, 
so that none of you may be hardened by sin’s 
deceitfulness” (Hebrews 3:13).

Of course, encouragement is something every 
leader needs to offer to his or her team members. 
In his capacity as the leader of Outreach of Hope, 
a ministry geared to instill hope in cancer patients, 
amputees and their families, former major-league 
baseball great Dave Dravecky urges his readers 
to offer encouragement that validates a person’s 
worth before God.

Dravecky notes that “It’s easy for us to confuse 
our true worth with our sense of worth. While 
the Bible teaches that our true worth never varies, 
since it’s based on God and not on us, our sense 
or feeling of worth can vary tremendously.” The 
problem is that our feelings don’t always align with 
truth. So what should a leader do to encourage a 
person in an adverse situation? First, the leader 
needs to help that person to acknowledge his or 
her feelings and to align them with the truth. As 
people who are made in the image of God, our 
worth isn’t tied into material things that can be 
bought at a shopping mall, nor is it rooted in a 

position of power. 

Next, Dravecky urges his readers to help a 
person who is struggling with self-worth to fi nd 
work that is productive and strengthens his or her 
relationship with God and other people. Finding 
productive work is an important, God-given 
means to help men and women to sense their 
intrinsic worth as sons and daughters of God. 
When we fi gure out why we’re here and what we’re 
supposed to be doing with our lives, God infuses 
us with a sense of hope and encouragement.

In the latter years of his life, C.S. Lewis had a 
remarkable correspondence with an anonymous 
woman from America. In his letters, Lewis urged 
the woman to deal with life in an emotionally 
honest way, acknowledging grief, fear, and anger 
openly. He also warns her about the danger of 
allowing anger and fear to drive her away from 
God. His letters refer often to suffering and the 
diffi culty of dealing with abrasive people. He 
also writes regularly about prayer and its place in 
the spiritual life. In all the letters, there are three 
themes that continually surface: honestly dealing 
with our emotional state, responding graciously 
to trials and trying people and being diligent in 
our prayer life.

The letters are fascinating to read, but what is 
most striking is that Lewis bothered to write them 
at all. He confessed to being often overwhelmed 
by his workload, and by this time in his life he 
could hardly write because of rheumatic pain 
in his arm. Yet, as Clyde S. Kilby notes, the 
reason Lewis continued the correspondence was 
because “Lewis believed that taking time out to 
advise or encourage another Christian was both a 
humbling of one’s talents before the Lord and also 
as much the work of the Holy Spirit as producing 
a book.” Being a source of encouragement to 
a fellow Christian was as meaningful to him 
as anything else he did. His is an example to 
all of us about the enormous value of spiritual 
encouragement, of being present with each other, 
of giving generously to those who may have little 
or nothing to give in return.

All of this reminds us that we are not called 
to walk the road of life alone. God kindly gives 
us the grace of knowing his encouragement 
and acceptance. He then provides us with 
the encouragement and acceptance of others. 
Finally, he invites us to participate with him 
in the giving of these same gifts to those who 
follow our lead.
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TAKE ADVANTAGE OF
KEN BOA’S MEDIA RESOURCES

You can keep in touch with Ken 

via Twitter at Kenneth Boa 
or on Facebook at Kenneth Boa.

OUR FIERCEST BATTLES 

 “The community of God has no higher calling than to 

seize the opportunity to experience God. Our fi ercest 

battles are fought when we seek with all our heart 

to trust God so fully that we see every misfortune as 

something He permits and wants to use, to know Him 

so richly that we turn to no one and nothing else to 

experience what our souls long to enjoy, to love Him 

so completely and with such consuming passion that 

we hate anything that comes between us and eagerly 

give it up.”
 Larry Crabb
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