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You rise early on Saturday to drive to a 
nearby city to take the Graduate Record 
Examination (GRE) for admission to 
graduate school. You don’t want to be 
late—or have anything worse happen—
since this is the last time the GRE is given 
for September admissions. Praying as 
you drive, you realize you haven’t been 
this contented—or confident in God’s 
will—for a long time.

And then it happens—or, rather, doesn’t 
happen. Your car sputters, struggling to 
make it up a steep hill. You give it more gas, 
but to no avail. Before it stops completely, 
you manage to pull off on the shoulder 
of the road. There you sit, dumbfounded, 
in a dead car. The test begins in an hour 
and you’re still 40 minutes away. All 
of a sudden, God seems to be on the 
other side of the universe. Where’s His 
protection when you need it?

You aren’t the first, and won’t be the last, 
to ask, “Why?” One of the first to ask 
was the infant nation of Israel. After 400 
years in slavery, God sent Moses to rescue 
them—and they were ecstatic: “We’re 
going home! We just walk due east out 
of Egypt, turn north around the corner of 
the Mediterranean Sea, and we’re there! 
What could be easier?” Instead, Moses 
took them due south out of Egypt into the 
heart of the Sinai desert, a land of sand, 
sun, snakes, scorpions, and scorching 
attitudes. You know they were asking 
Moses, “Why?” but as far as we know, he 
didn’t answer them. But we know why 
God did the opposite of what they were 

expecting. By going south, they avoided 
the Philistines, a warlike nation Israel 
would have encountered had they taken 
the short route home. The Sinai route 
was longer—but at least they were alive. 

The next time you hit a bump in your 
road—a diversion, a delay, a drastic 
change in your plans—remember Israel 
in the desert: You never know what God 
might be protecting you from. He can 
see much further down the road than we 
can, and He protects us accordingly.

GOD’S PROMISE TO YOU: 
“If I change your plans,  

it’s because My plans are safer for you.”
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Lord, You are intimately involved in 
our lives, and everything we do 
matters when it is done in Your 
Name and for Your good pleasure. 
Grant me the biblical perspective 
that reveals the importance of 
everything, so that I will grow in 
the realization that all things 
should be done to the glory of 
God. May I come to see my work as 
part of my ministry and that, when 
I do it with excellence in the service 
of others, it becomes a form of worship. 
I want to offer all the areas of my life to 
You and seek to be pleasing to You in all 
respects. May I grow in the wisdom of practicing 
Your presence in the most mundane and ordinary 
activities, knowing that is of value because it is done in Your Name.

REFLECTIONS
Reflections on God’s

revealed truth

YHWH

“Teach me, my God and King,
In all things Thee to see,
And what I do in anything,
To do it as for Thee.”
– George Herbert, “The Elixir”
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REWARDS, PART ONE: ETERNAL MOTIVATION
say, “Well done, good and faithful servant! 
You have been faithful with a few things; 
I will put you in charge of many things. 
Come and share your master’s happiness!” 
(Matthew 25:21). Jesus seemed to think that 
would be something enjoyable for us to 
hear. Any time we get more spiritual than 
Jesus, we’re headed in the wrong direction. 

God certainly understands what makes 
us tick. Perhaps no chapter in the Bible 
illustrates the promised rewards from 
God better than Hebrews 11. In a chapter 
that has been titled by some “The Hall of 
Faith,” the author highlights the lives and 
contributions of the great men and women 
of faith in the Old Testament and the 
rewards God gave them because of their 
faith in Him:

Now faith is being sure of what we 
hope for and certain of what we do 
not see. This is what the ancients 
were commended for. . . . And without 
faith it is impossible to please God, 
because anyone who comes to Him 
must believe that He exists and that 
He rewards those who earnestly seek 
Him. (Hebrews 11:1–2, 6)

A careful reading of this chapter also 
reveals that many of these great men and 
women exercised their faith but were able 
only to look forward to their reward; they 
never fully realized that reward during 
their lifetime. Indeed, some even endured 
hardship in anticipation of the promised 
reward (verses 32–40). “All these people 
were still living by faith when they died,” 
verse 13 says. “They did not receive the 
things promised; they only saw them and 
welcomed them from a distance.” 

Abraham. Noah. Enoch. Jacob. Joseph. 
Moses. All of these men lived a life of faith 
in spite of the fact that their reward was in 
the “distance.”

CATEGORIES OF REWARDS
Theologically speaking, there appear to be 
four categories of rewards given to faithful 
believers. 

First, there will be greater responsibility 
in the kingdom of heaven (Luke 16:10–
12; 19:17–19). We will be given different 
spheres of authority based on our level of 
faithfulness in this world. 

The second area of reward will have to do 
with reflecting and displaying the glory, 
character, and nature of God (Daniel 12:2–3). 
We aren’t called to glorify ourselves, but to 
receive and display the glory of the majestic 
perfections of the infinite and wondrous 
God of all creation.

The third category of rewards relates to 
the nature and depth of our relationships 
with people in heaven. It makes sense that 
there will be some continuity between the 
relationships we develop with people on 
earth and the corresponding relationships 
we will experience in heaven. Those who 
have developed intimate relationships with 
people through selfless love and sacrifice 

Huckleberry Finn didn’t get it. In the 
opening chapter of Mark Twain’s classic 
tale, Huck is living with the spinster 
Miss Watson—a starchy, joyless woman 
determined to make a Christian out 
of Huck if it kills them both. She tries 
everything from knocking the wildness 
out of him to stuffing him full of manners. 
She bludgeons him with Bible verses. She 
breathes threats of fiery hell. She coaxes 
him with fluffy promises of heaven. And 
then Huck tells us his impression:

She went on and told me about 
the good place. She said all a body 
would have to do there was go 
around all day long with a harp and 
sing, forever and ever. So I didn’t 
think much of it. . . . I asked her if 
she reckoned Tom Sawyer would 
go there, and she said, not by a 
considerable sight. I was glad about 
that, because I wanted him and me 
to be together.1 

He didn’t think much of it—and who would, 
with that description? Why would anyone 
in their right mind endure everything 
Christianity demands if that’s all heaven is. 
As Mark Buchanan writes, “If we are going 
to become heavenly-minded, we need a 
vision of heaven worthy of the effort. . . . 
Have any believers, anywhere, ever worked 
in a leprosarium or burned at the stake or 
been devoured by lions because images of 
doll-like cherubs danced in their heads?”2 

The answer is, of course not! Heaven 
promises to be more than we ask or 
imagine. The most beautiful, fulfilling, 
lovely thing imaginable is a poor rendering 
of the rewards that await us on the other 

side of death. Paul says, “No eye has seen, 
no ear has heard, no mind has conceived 
what God has prepared for those who 
love him” (1 Corinthians 2:9). What 
would motivate Christians around the 
world to give their lives in service, often 
anonymously? The God who sees what is 
done in secret has promised that one day 
it will all be made right; He will reward 
them beyond their wildest dreams.

GOD REWARDS
There’s no getting around it: People are 
motivated by rewards. There may be those 
who think the idea of being motivated by 
an attractive reward is unspiritual. Yet 
God has filled the Bible with promises 
of amazing rewards. He makes these 
promises to keep us from giving up hope, 
to inspire us to persist in the face of 
trouble and persecution. After discussing 
the resurrection of the dead and the 
glorified bodies Christians will receive 
in the resurrection, Paul sums up the 
subject with this statement: “Therefore, 
my dear brothers, stand firm. Let nothing 
move you. Always give yourselves fully to 
the work of the Lord, because you know 
that your labor in the Lord is not in vain”  
(1 Corinthians 15:58).

Rather than seeing this kind of motivation 
as inferior or immature, God built the 
desire for reward into our hearts. He 
created us with the desire to hear Him 

will be enriched by those relationships forever (see  
1 Thessalonians 2:19–20; 4:13–18).

The fourth area of rewards relates to our capacity to 
know and experience God himself. Just as there is 
continuity between earthly and heavenly relationships 
with the people of God, so those who cultivate a 
growing appetite for the experiential knowledge of 
God in this life will presumably know him better in 
the next life than those who kept God in the periphery 
of their earthly interests. As A. W. Tozer put it,

Every Christian will become at last what his 
desires have made him. We are the sum total 
of our hungers. The great saints have all had 
thirsting hearts. Their cry has been, “My soul 
thirsteth for God, for the living God: when shall 
I come and appear before God?” Their longing 
after God all but consumed them; it propelled 
them onward and upward to heights toward 
which less ardent Christians look with languid 
eye and entertain no hope of reaching.3 

There can be no more compelling motivation for the 
God-fearing believer than the fact that God Himself 
will be our reward. We will not be absorbed into 
Him but immersed in Him, into His triune glory and 
beauty. The rewards God has in store are more than 
we could ever ask or imagine.

1 Mark Twain, The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn 
(New York, NY: Fawcett Columbine, 1996), 5–6.

2 Mark Buchanan, Things Unseen (Sisters, OR: 
Multnomah, 2002), 67.

3 A. W. Tozer, The Root of the Righteous (Camp Hill, PA: 
Christian Publications, 1955), 55.

God built the desire for 
reward into our hearts.

The rewards God has in 
store are more than we 
could ever ask or imagine.
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