
A modern anthology of quotations from 
Christian theologians, philosophers, 
scholars, church leaders, missionaries, 
and reformers covers the entire 2,000-year 
history of the church. In the large volume, 
entries are arranged chronologically but 
indexed alphabetically. A quick perusal 
of the index on the topics of “loneliness” 
and “lonely” reveals an arresting fact: of 
the 11 citations, all but one were made by 
people writing during the 20th century. 
And those commenting were from a 
broad vocational and geographical 
perspective: British apologist C.S. Lewis, 
German-born theologian Paul Tillich, 
the Dominican Henri Nouwen, Swedish 
statesman Dag Hammarskjöld, and 
American missionary Lottie Moon. But 
they were all moderns.

In the Bible, the word “lonely” is used to 
refer to people only twice in the two most 
popular modern translations, while 
“loneliness” doesn’t occur at all. From this 
cursory examination, loneliness might 
appear to be a modern phenomenon—
and this at a time when our ability to 
solve the problem of physical loneliness 
(through communication or travel) is 
greater than ever. Perhaps an irony is at 
work: At a time when we are talking to 
more people than ever before (face-to-
face or virtually), we are also lonelier 
than ever before. This means loneliness 
of modern humans is not one of physical 
proximity, but of the soul.

We must not confuse loneliness with 
solitude. When David, the shepherd-
king of Israel, spent nights alone tending 
his sheep, it was under the watch-care of 
the Shepherd-God of Israel. When Paul 
was alone in a prison cell, he knew that a 

divine hand held the key to his freedom. 
When Jesus found Himself alone in the 
desert for 40 days, God’s angels ministered 
to Him. All of these men were alone, but 
none were lonely. All enjoyed solitude, 
but not at the expense of security. 

No one knew isolation like the prophets, 
and to the prophet Zephaniah, God gave 
an enduring promise for His people: The 
Lord your God is with you. Modern deserts 
of loneliness can become refreshing oases 
of solitude with God when we discover 
that He is always with us. 
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REFLECTIONS
Reflections on God’s

revealed truth

YHWH

Lord, why is it so much easier to pursue excellence in our work, sports, or 
knowledge than it is to pursue greatness as You define it? Why do believers 
typically trust in You for their eternal destiny but trust in the world for 
everything else? Why do we treasure the temporal over the eternal and 
aspire to success in this life more than rewards in the next? I know 

it takes risk and trust to desire the unseen and the not-yet 
more than the visible and the now. 

But You have exhorted us to seek first Your kingdom and Your righteousness, 
and not to be anxious about material things because You know our needs 
and will sustain us when we value You over them. May I pursue the pearl of 
great price and the treasure hidden in the field and give everything I have 
in exchange for that which Your Word proclaims will endure forever.

TREASURING
THE UNSEEN & NOT-YET
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THE GOD OF HEALTHY ALLIANCES
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God in the world” (Ephesians 2:12). God, 
however, in His incredible grace, has 
forgiven us our sins through the work 
of Christ. That fact in itself should be 
sufficient for us to ponder for an eternity. 
But God went beyond mere forgiveness 
of sin; He gave us His very life and 
personally indwells us. The mystery that 
is encapsulated in Jesus’ words, “you are in 
me, and I am in you” (John 14:20), is really 
beyond our comprehension and exceeds all 
that we could ever have hoped or guessed.

But the Lord tells us that even this is not 
the whole story. In His high priestly prayer 
on the eve of His crucifixion, Jesus prayed 
not only for His disciples, but “also for 
those who will believe in me through their 
message” (John 17:20). What a marvelous 
thought to have been prayed for by Jesus 
Himself in His moment of crisis. And from 
generation to generation, there has been an 
unbroken chain of believers. One changed 

life invested in someone else from their 
time to ours. We who are in the covenant 
community of God’s people are now the 
recipients of all the blessings inherent in 
those relationships. Someone invested in 
your life; now you are called to go and do 
likewise, to become a part of the continuity 
of alliances that has existed and will exist 
until Christ returns. 

Christ’s petition to the Father was nothing 
less than a request that believers might 
experience “complete unity” (John 17:23) 
with one another and with God Himself. 
Jesus asked that we might enter fully into 
the fellowship that exists between Himself 
and His Father, and that we might delight in 
His presence and behold His eternal glory. 
In this way, the divine love of the Holy 
Trinity will be in us, and we in them (17:26).

To be invited into the love of the Godhead is 
to be drawn into the ultimate communion 
and alliance. As members of that alliance, 
we discover our true source of significance 
and hope.

As the perfect and eternal community of 
being, God is the ultimate embodiment of 
a healthy alliance. In a truly mystifying 
way, He himself is a healthy alliance. The 
perfect love that flows between the Father 
and the Son is manifested as a third eternal 
person, the Holy Spirit. 

No one can fully understand this mystery, 
but it provides the ultimate foundation 
for relationships, communication, and 
love. Within the divine Trinity, there has 
always been perfect communion, perfect 
community. Our perfectly interrelated 
and interrelating God provides a picture of 
the unity and diversity that we can enjoy 
in our own earthly lives as well, as we live 
in healthy alliances with others. In other 
words, God not only affirms diversity in 
community, but He actually models it. 

John de Gruchy’s statement about the 
Trinity goes to the heart of the matter: 

The triune God is not a 
homogeneous collectivity in 
which the uniqueness of each 
person is subsumed within the 
whole, but a community within 
which the distinctness of each 
person is affirmed and therefore 
within which the other remains a 
significant other.1 

The triune nature of healthy relationships 
can be seen in any good friendship, 
marriage, or partnership. There are three 
parts to all healthy relationships: you, me, 
and us. As a relationship deepens, the love 
between the two individuals becomes a 
kind of third person. That love is the us of a 
relationship; our love creates a “significant 
other.” In a fitful and imperfect way, this 
dynamic reflects the glories and mystery 
of the divine Trinity. Incomplete as our 
picture will remain, the amazing truth is 
that God wants us to enter into the depths 
of this unity.

THE ULTIMATE ALLIANCE

Before coming to know Jesus, we were in 
a position of hostility and alienation from 
God. We were dead in our trespasses and 
sins, being “without hope and without 

Wisdom 

In his play Agamemnon, Aeschylus 
demonstrated remarkable insight about the 
role of pain and adversity in our lives. In 
words beyond his own full understanding, 
this secular writer (known today as the 
father of tragedy) penned the following 
lines 500 years before the Suffering Servant 
came to earth, full of grace and truth and 
now reigning in glory.

He who learns must suffer.
And even in our sleep,

pain which cannot forget
falls drop by drop 

upon the heart,
and in our own despair,

against our will,
comes wisdom to us

by the awful grace of God.
—Aeschylus—

1 John W. de Gruchy, Christianity and Democracy: 
A Theology for a Just World Order (Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 1995), 240–241.

Within the divine Trinity, 
there has always been 
perfect communion, 
perfect community. To be invited into the love 

of the Godhead is to be 
drawn into the ultimate 

communion and alliance.
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