
On October 16, 1555, Nicholas Ridley and 
Hugh Latimer, two Protestant believers 
in Oxford, England, passed “through the 
waters . . . through the rivers . . . through 
the fire” (to use Isaiah’s words). Though 
martyred for their faith in Christ and the 
Bible, their deaths did nothing but cause 
the flames of faith to blaze even higher in 
England. 

Bound to the stake with chains, with bags 
of gunpowder tied round their necks, 
they died in the very presence of God. 
When the torch was laid at the feet of 
Dr. Ridley, Latimer is said to have cried 
out, “Be of good comfort, Master Ridley, 
and play the man. We shall this day light 
such a candle, by God’s grace, in England, 
as I trust shall never be put out.” As the 
flames crept higher, Ridley quoted his 
Lord, crying, “Lord, Lord, receive my 
spirit,” with Latimer rejoining, “O Father 
of heaven, receive my soul!” Latimer died 
quickly, but because the fire was slow 
to reach Ridley’s upper body, his lower 
extremities were consumed while he was 
still alive. Still, his conversation with God 
continued: “Lord have mercy upon me. 
Let the fire come unto me.” 

Why is it that Daniel in the lions’ den; 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in the 
fiery furnace; Stephen in a pit of rocks; 
and countless martyrs like Latimer and 
Ridley have known God’s presence in their 
hour of testing? Because He promised He 
would be there, and they took Him at His 
word: “I will be with you . . . you will not 
be scorched” (Isaiah 43:2). The skeptic will 
say, “Many were not rescued. And Ridley 

and Latimer were burned in the fire.” No, 
Ridley’s and Latimer’s bodies were burned, 
but Ridley and Latimer themselves were 
saved by the presence of God.

God does not call all believers to suffer 
unto death, nor does He call any believer 
to suffer apart from His presence. If you are 
tested along with other believers, you will 
find comfort in their presence. But the next 
time you feel like you are being tested alone, 
remember that you are not alone. God has 
promised to be with you—and He is.
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You never walk through any valley alone; 
He is with you.

GOD’S PROMISE: 

“Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by 
name; you are Mine! When you pass through the waters, I will 
be with you; and through the rivers, they will not overflow you. 
When you walk through the fire, you will not be scorched, nor 
will the flame burn you.” (Isaiah 43:1–2)
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YHWH

Dear God, You are the Rescuer and Deliverer of 
my soul. Through Your Son, You stooped down in 
order to lift me up. I was dead in my trespasses and 
sins; my mind was blinded by the enemy to keep 
me from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory 
of Christ and I was held captive by the snare of the 
devil to do his will. But Jesus came to overthrow 
this bondage and to liberate me to be His beloved. 
You have graciously offered these gifts to all who 
call upon Your Name and receive the life that is in 
Christ Jesus. Just as You have accepted and forgiven 
me, may I also accept and forgive those who have 
sinned against me. Because You have liberated me 
from my captivity, may I also seek to be Your agent 
and ambassador to the people You have placed in 
my life. Instead of despising those who have done 
wrong, may I reach out to them in love and mercy.

THE LIGHT
OF THE

GOSPEL

“We’ve struggled in the past with 
doubts, too. . . . Frankly, we wanted 

some evidence.”
~Drs. Ken Boa & Robert M. Bowman Jr.
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GOD’S COSMIC CONFLICT
CONFLICT MANAGEMENT, PART 2

has destroyed all dominion, authority and 
power. For he must reign until he has put all 
his enemies under his feet. The last enemy 
to be destroyed is death” (1 Corinthians 
15:24–26). After His second coming, Christ 
will bring all things under subjection to God 
the Father, “so that God may be all in all” 
(1 Corinthians 15:28).

In His wisdom and sovereignty, God is able 
to use conflict to accomplish His divine 
will. In discussing the distinction between 
fate and sovereignty, Charles Spurgeon said, 
“Fate says the thing is and must be; so it is 
decreed. But the true doctrine is—God has 
appointed this and that, not because it must 
be, but because it is best that it should be. 
Fate is blind, but the destiny of the Scripture 
is full of eyes.”1 In other words, God always 
acts and allows circumstances and events for 
a purpose. His purposes, though they may 
seem harsh and even cruel from our finite 
perspective, are always generous and good. 
He is both good and omnipotent, but His 
will is done from the perspective of eternity. 
One day, everything that is upside-down 
will be turned right-side up; everything that 
is wrong will be made right. God will use 
whatever means necessary to prevent evil 
and suffering from having the last word.

Although we live in a world that is far from 
perfect, Scripture assures us that God is 
using this fallen world in preparation for 
the new heavens and new earth. In the 

meantime, God patiently awaits the right 
moment for the final resolution of all things. 
The apostle Peter writes:

The Lord is not slow in keeping his 
promise, as some understand slowness.  
Instead he is patient with you, not 
wanting anyone to perish, but everyone 
to come to repentance. But the day 
of the Lord will come like a thief. The 
heavens will disappear with a roar; the 
elements will be destroyed by fire, and 
the earth and everything done in it will 
be laid bare. (2 Peter 3:9–10)

In His creation, God is using conflict and 
pain to produce a greater good. Conflict, if 
properly managed, can also do this in the 
context of human relationships. More on 
that in part 3!

1 C.H. Spurgeon, The Metropolitan Tabernacle 
Pulpit, vol. 15 (Pasadena, TX: Pilgrim 
Publications, 1970), 460.

Although the players may be invisible, we 
live in the context of a titanic war in which 
the opposing forces of light and darkness 
contend for the souls of men and women. 
Scripture assures us that this invisible war 
is real but temporary; God himself will 
bring history to a point at which this cosmic 
conflict will be resolved with finality. The 
apostle John records a vivid symbolic 
description of the final intervention of the 
King of kings and Lord of lords in the affairs 
of human history:

I saw heaven standing open and there 
before me was a white horse, whose 
rider is called Faithful and True. With 
justice he judges and makes war. His 
eyes are like blazing fire, and on his 
head are many crowns. He has a name 
written on him that no one knows but 
he himself. He is dressed in a robe 
dipped in blood, and his name is the 
Word of God. The armies of heaven 
were following him, riding on white 
horses and dressed in fine linen, white 
and clean. Coming out of his mouth is a 
sharp sword with which to strike down 
the nations. “He will rule them with an 
iron scepter.” He treads the winepress of 
the fury of the wrath of God Almighty. 
On his robe and on his thigh he has this 
name written: 

KING OF KINGS  
AND LORD OF LORDS.

And I saw an angel standing in the 
sun, who cried in a loud voice to all the 
birds flying in midair, “Come, gather 
together for the great supper of God, 
so that you may eat the flesh of kings, 
generals, and the mighty, of horses and 
their riders, and the flesh of all people, 
free and slave, great and small.” 

Then I saw the beast and the kings of the 
earth and their armies gathered together 
to make war against the rider on the 
horse and his army. But the beast was 
captured, and with it the false prophet 
who had performed the signs on its 
behalf. With these signs he had deluded 
those who had received the mark of the 
beast and worshiped its image. The two 
of them were thrown alive into the fiery 
lake of burning sulfur. The rest were 
killed with the sword coming out of the 
mouth of the rider on the horse, and all 
the birds gorged themselves on their 
flesh. (Revelation 19:11–21 NIV)

The vivid imagery in this passage portrays 
the decisive intervention of the Son of God 
at the end of the age when he defeats the 
forces of ungodliness at His second coming. 
In his triumphant return, the King of kings 
and Lord of lords will eliminate the powers 
of sin and of death and bring all spiritual 
conflict to an end. The apostle Paul writes, 
“Then the end will come, when he hands 
over the kingdom to God the Father after he 
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Charles W. Colson, speaking to the Interstate Battery 
Convention, related this story: 

I’m reminded of Governor Al Smith of New York many 
years ago. . . . Governor Smith was a great speaker and 
he was running for reelection as governor before he 
became a candidate for president, and he was also a 
great politician. He was driving in upstate New York . . . 
by the state penitentiary at Sing-Sing, and he says to his 
driver, “Go on in and assemble all of the inmates so that 
I can go in to speak to them.” He thought that would be 
good politics. The driver went in ahead of time and he 
got all of the inmates in the dining room and assembled 
them. . . . Governor Smith came in and began his talk 
just like he began every speech . . . : “Fellow Democrats 
. . .” Then he realized that wasn’t going to get him the 
best public relations down state in New York, so he 
paused . . . and he began his talk a second time. He said, 
“Fellow citizens . . .” Then he paused and hesitated 
because he realized that because of the crimes for which 
these people were incarcerated at the penitentiary, they 
[had] lost their civil liberties and so they were no longer 
citizens. . . . Now he got flustered and nervous—and this 
was a man who was a great orator who was never at a 
loss for words. Finally, he stumbled around and began 
his talk the third time. He said, “It’s good to see so many 
of you here.”

*Colson’s speech was transcribed by Ken Boa from an original 
audio recording.

A FAILED ATTEMPT AT 
CONFLICT MANAGEMENT

In His creation, God is  
using conflict and pain  
to produce a greater 

good.
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