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Includes teachings on God’s love for us,
our love for God, and our love for others.

“See how great a love
the Father has bestowed on us,
that we would be called children of
God; and such we are.” (1 John 3:1 NASB)
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Reflections on God’s
revealed truth

The young man who wrote, “He is no fool
who gives what he cannot keep to gain
what he cannot lose,” did so unknowingly,
yet prophetically, about his own life. As
a 22-year-old college student, Jim Elliot
already sensed a deep call from God to
spend his life on the mission field. Just
seven years later, his words would find
fulfillment on a sandy beach in Ecuador.
Elliot and four other young missionaries
journeyed deep into the rain forest of
Ecuador to make contact with a Stone Age
tribe of Indians, now known as the Aucas.
With no fear, the five men landed their
single-engine plane on the sandy beach of
the Curaray River and set up camp. After
days of flying over the Aucas’ territory and
dropping gifts to them, contact was made
when three Indians visited them on the
beach. Thinking that their long-prayedfor mission was beginning, they rejoiced
when another group of Indians returned
a few days later. But that day, all five of
the young missionary men gave up what
they could not keep to give what they
could not lose.
Why were five young missionaries not
afraid at the thought of losing their lives in
service to Christ? Because of the truth of
Psalm 118:6: “The Lord is on my side . . . .
What can man do to me?” (ESV). They
knew that the worst thing that could
happen to them—death by Auca spears—
was the very thing that would usher them
into the glory that would be theirs for
eternity with Christ. The hymn the men
sang together as they waited for the Indians’
arrival that fateful day echoed what they
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believed: “When passing through the gates
of pearly splendor, Victors, we rest with
Thee through endless days.”
When we live in fear, we live believing that
God is unable to protect us or defend us.
We try to keep what we cannot keep and
in so doing lose sight of what we cannot
lose. The next time you are fearful, ask
yourself: What can humans (or Satan,
or my emotions, or my enemies, or life’s
circumstances) do to me? When you
remember that the Lord is with you, you
will not be afraid.

Lord of hosts, I acknowledge that Your will is
good and acceptable and perfect. Yet I often
find myself wrestling with it, because I have
my own ideas about how to order my life and
what would be best for me, my family, my
friends, and my career. But I know that when
I try to determine the content of my life, I set
myself up for disappointment, because the
only criterion I can use to see how well I am
doing is comparison with others. And when I
do that, it leads to a lack of contentment and
the temptation to covet what other people have
that I do not. I confess that it is only when I look
to You to determine the content of my life that
I know the contentment that comes from the
realization that only You know what is really
best for me, and that You are committed to
bringing it about for my own long-term good.

GOD’S PROMISE:
No one can harm you
when He is with you.
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The LORD is with me; I will not be afraid.
What can mere mortals do to me? (Psalm 118:6 NIV)
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A teaching letter encouraging believers
to develop a clear mind and a warm heart
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REFLECTIONS | The Teaching Letter of Dr. Kenneth Boa

CHASING THE RABBIT

DEVELOPING LEADERS, PART IV:

CONCENTRATE
ON CHARACTER
Where should a person who aspires to be a leader begin? Leaders are
compelled to know so many things and do so much well. David groomed Solomon
for leadership, and Israel enjoyed the successive reigns of these two great kings.
The book of 1 Kings reveals David’s focus as he, a great leader, worked to develop
Solomon into another great leader:
When the time drew near for David to die, he gave a charge to Solomon
his son. “I am about to go the way of all the earth,” he said. “So be strong,
show yourself a man, and observe what the Lord your God requires: Walk
in obedience to him, and keep his decrees and commands, his laws and
requirements, as written in the Law of Moses. Do this so that you may
prosper in all you do and wherever you go, and that the Lord may keep his
promise to me: ‘If your descendants watch how they live, and if they walk
faithfully before me with all their heart and soul, you will never fail to have
a successor on the throne of Israel.’” (1 Kings 2:1–4 NIV)
How’s that for the first day on the job? The scope of the work itself was enormous,
and David was a tough act to follow. Solomon was ready; David had developed
him as a leader. The charge recorded in 1 Kings 2 is based on the assumption that
Solomon knew and honored God’s ways, “his decrees and commands, his laws and
requirements.” There is no greater preparation for leadership than that. Leadership
takes on many forms as an organization grows or downsizes, as its climate and
environment change. What remains constant is the moral base of the leader, and
this was the first issue that David addressed. Solomon was ethically ready.
Only at this point did David reveal to Solomon some of the specifics of his new role
as king of Israel:
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It’s noteworthy to hear what teacher/author
Dallas Willard said about success and the darker
side of getting what we want in life. Bob Buford
relays Willard’s words in his book Finishing Well:
“We see the headlines about ministers and
priests falling into sexual sin, and I believe
these people are genuinely heartbroken and
disappointed by what they’ve done. But it
isn’t just the sin that hurts them. What really
troubles them is that they probably achieved
what they believed was success, and it didn’t
satisfy them.

Now you yourself know what Joab . . . did to me—what he did to the two
commanders of Israel’s armies. . . . He killed them, shedding their blood in
peacetime as if in battle. . . . Deal with him according to your wisdom, but
do not let his gray head go down to the grave in peace. But show kindness
to the sons of Barzillai of Gilead and let them be among those who eat at
your table. They stood by me when I fled from your brother Absalom. And
remember, you have with you Shimei . . . who called down bitter curses
on me the day I went to Mahanaim. When he came down to meet me at
the Jordan, I swore to him by the Lord: “I will not put you to death by the
sword.” But now, do not consider him innocent. You are a man of wisdom;
you will know what to do to him. Bring his gray head down to the grave in
blood. (1 Kings 2:5–9 NIV)

“One of my favorite stories is about the dog
races down in Florida. They train these dogs
to chase an electric rabbit, and one night
the rabbit broke down and the dogs caught
it. But they didn’t know what to do with it.
They were just leaping around, yelping and
biting one another, totally confused about
what was happening. I think that’s a picture
of what happens to all sorts of people who
catch the rabbit in their life. Whether it’s
wealth or fame or beauty or a bigger house or
whatever, the prize isn’t what they thought it
would be. And when they finally get it, they
don’t know what to do with their lives. This is
a huge factor in finishing badly: People need
a rabbit that won’t break down. But that’s not
something the superficial values of this world
can really give them.”1

This makes you wonder whether Solomon might have wished that the job of
royal dishwasher was available! David left Solomon with some thorny, unresolved
leadership situations, but notice that twice in these five verses David referred to
his successor’s wisdom. He asserted, “You will know what to do” (v. 9). David had
invested himself in preparing Israel’s next leader. Solomon had acquired a deep
knowledge of God’s Word and wisdom. In view of this foundation, it was in essence
immaterial what further preparation was needed. The new leader already possessed
the basic credentials and stood prepared to learn.
NEXT MONTH:

Developing Leaders, Part V: “Mentoring is Mandatory”

Willard’s insights are a poignant reminder to all
of us who are “chasing the rabbit.”
Dallas Willard, quoted in Buford, Bob F., Finishing Well: The
Adventures of Life Beyond Halftime (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2011), 16.
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“Walk in obedience to him, and keep his decrees and commands, his laws and requirements . . .” (1 Kings 2:3 NIV)

