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NOTE
We will be combining our
June and July issues of the
Reflections Teaching Letter
in a special edition celebrating
Reflections Ministries’ 25th anniversary.
Look for your next, expanded
newsletter this summer.

We know Jesus’ father was a carpenter
(Matthew 13:55) and that He Himself
was known as a carpenter (Mark 6:3).
We know His parents were favored of
the Lord, which must speak to their
piety and faithfulness. But of Jesus'
childhood, we know only that, as a
preteen, He grew and became strong,
was filled with wisdom, and had the
grace of God upon Him (Luke 2:40, 52).
It could be said that the clearest key
to Jesus’ childhood is seen in His
adulthood. Jesus had a remarkable
knowledge of the Old Testament—it
rolled off His lips in conversations.
Rather than suggesting He knew it
because He wrote it, or because of
some reason not grounded in His
humanity, we might turn to the
influence of His earthly parents. Joseph
and Mary undoubtedly followed
the instructions of Deuteronomy
6:4–9 in raising Jesus: make the
commandments of God the track, the
source of stability, in your family’s life.
The first of these commandments was
the most important: love God with
all your being—spiritually, mentally
and emotionally, and physically
(Matthew 22:37–38).
Has there ever been anyone more
stable than Jesus? More balanced?
More at peace? More focused? Is it not
likely that Jesus’ 30-year absorption of
the word of God, begun at His parents’
knees, accounted for His human,
emotional strength? Jesus carried the
word of God in His heart and mind
everywhere He went, which is what
Moses commanded the Hebrews to do.
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It was not an add-on to His life; it was
His life. Everything He said or thought
was consistent with God’s Word.
When every thought we have is
made captive to the truth of God
(2 Corinthians 10:5), then our lives
will reflect the same consistencies that
Jesus’ did. We won’t become nonemotional, but we will grow in
emotional strength and balance. We
will begin to see the past, present, and
future through God’s eyes, becoming
strong and wise, increasing in favor with
God and others—and even ourselves.
GOD’S PROMISE:
His Word is the doorway
to emotional strength and wisdom.
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PROMISES

"Impress [these commandments] on your children. Talk about them
when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you
lie down and when you get up." (Deuteronomy 6:7 NIV)

R E F L E C T I ON S M I N I S TR I E S

Graduation ceremonies may be cancelled,
but you can still let the graduates in your life
know you celebrate their milestone!
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GRATITUDE
Loving Father, I find that I am tempted to grumble and complain when
I encounter difficult circumstances. I may complain about bad luck or
life being unfair or not getting any breaks, but ultimately, these are really
indirect ways of challenging Your goodness in my life. I often wonder
why You allow difficult things to occur to me and to others, and I really
have no answers. But I know from the examples in the Bible that I would
be far wiser to direct my complaints openly to You and, like Job and
the psalmists David and Asaph, to lodge my grievances and admit my
confusion to You. In this broken and sinful world, there is so much
undeserved suffering. But at least when I am open and honest with You,
I know I am approaching the only One who can really do something in
such times of need. Thank You for Your patience and kindness to those
who bring their sorrows directly to You.
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PURPOSE & PASSION, PART 2

THE SECRET TO PAUL’S PRODUCTIVITY
The apostle Paul accomplished an
astounding amount in two decades
of ministry. What made him tick?
What drove him to carry out the work
that he did? We find the secret in
Philippians 3:7–9:
But whatever things were gain to
me, those things I have counted as
loss for the sake of Christ. More
than that, I count all things to be
loss in view of the surpassing value
of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord,
for whom I have suffered the loss
of all things, and count them but
rubbish so that I may gain Christ,
and may be found in Him, not
having a righteousness of my own
derived from the Law, but that
which is through faith in Christ,
the righteousness which comes
from God on the basis of faith.
This passage explodes with Paul’s
passion for his calling. Effective leaders,
like Paul, are those who have figured
out what they stand for. They have
identified their purpose and pursue it
with a passion.
Before his dramatic conversion (see Acts
9), Paul followed a different purpose in
life. As a Pharisee, Paul had attained the
highest levels of status. In this instance
he could have boasted about his religious
training, heritage, and practice. He
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had been, in every sense, a “Hebrew
of Hebrews” (Philippians 3:5), and his
credentials would have impressed the
most devoted Jew. He was a passionate
man, but he was passionate about the
wrong things. After his encounter with
the risen Lord, Paul considered all he
had attained through religious effort
to be garbage when compared with the
value of knowing Christ. Paul was more
than happy to throw away all he had
attained in order to know Christ.
Paul preached that, in Christ, he and all
believers possess all the righteousness
of God. We can have peace with
the One by and for whom we were
created. Because of the infinite worth
of knowing Christ, Paul devoted his
life to knowing the Savior. That was
his purpose and his passion. And that
purpose and that passion shaped all he
did and influenced all he led.
Paul was more than happy
to throw away all he had attained
in order to know Christ.
This is not to say that our purpose
eliminates all other concerns. Bills
must still be paid; food and shelter do
not miraculously fall from the sky. It is
even legitimate for us to desire success
in business and career aspirations.

However, University of Iowa professor
Benjamin Hunnicutt, an authority on
the history of work, notes that work
has become a religion for many of us—
the object of our worship, the primary
thing to which we give our time and
energy. As our commitment to family,
community, and faith shrink, we begin
to look to our careers to provide us
with meaning, identity, and esteem.1
We must be ever watchful to keep our
calling (something we do for God) from
becoming a career (something which
can threaten to become god).
Compared with knowing Christ, our
activities from 8 AM to 5 PM Monday
through Friday don’t matter very much
in and of themselves.2 In the end, what
will matter is whether or not we know
Him, regardless of what else is on our
résumé or in our portfolio. When we
stand before God and hear Him ask the
question, “Why should I let you into
heaven?” what will we say? I was a vice
president in my company? I did well in
the market? I was on the board of the
country club? I raised three kids? I was
active in my church? None of these
answers are satisfactory. Only one will
suffice: Jesus forgave my sins and gave
me His righteousness.

of eternity, Paul says, they are rubbish.
Compared with the value of knowing
Christ, they are trash. Actually the
Greek word is skubala. This word is a
hard one to translate, and it makes a lot
of us uncomfortable. The King James
Version renders it “dung,” but even that
is a mild form of what Paul is saying.
Paul is using bumper-sticker language:
Skubala happens!
Rubbish, dung . . . how did the world
get like this? This certainly wasn’t God’s
purpose in creating the universe or the
creatures who bear His image! In the
next newsletter we’ll explore further the
great purpose and deep passion of God.

The greatest achievements of this world
are fine. There is nothing inherently
wrong with them, but in the scheme

Benjamin Kline Hunnicutt, Work Without End: Abandoning Shorter Hours for the Right to Work (Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 1988).
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All of our activities do matter, in one sense, insofar as they are done in Jesus’ name, for the glory of God.
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Our joy must not depend on an earthly outcome,
but on the eternal outcome; never condition
your joy through the lens of the temporal.
It is when the externals are stripped away that we
are graced with a Spirit-led appetite to embrace
the eternals.

We are called to live with
eternal impact in a temporal arena.
The details in the architecture of Solomon’s
temple display form and function, truth and
beauty, and physical mastery with spiritual
meaning. In the same way, the details in the
architecture of our lives should radiate this
ethereal synthesis.
We are commanded to love people even when we
don’t like some; in the same way, we are called to
love the tasks we have been given, even when we
don’t like some. In this way, we receive our work
with gratitude and execute it with care, skill,
and excellence.

