
“True fame lies not in cognition, but in reception; not in how 
many people know us, but in the invisible and multiform 
influence of one soul upon another. Thus, real and living fame 
resonates in anonymous but ineffable waves of diffusion. All 
authentic fame is fame with God, and in the grace of hidden 
impact, through mutual reception.” —Ken Boa
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Will you help us mark this milestone year for 
Reflections and, most importantly, help equip us for the 
ministry God still has for us in the months and years 
to come? Reflections relies on donations to produce 
this monthly newsletter at no cost to you and its over 
8,000 other household subscribers. Donations also fund 
(among other things) Ken’s regular teaching studies and 
the technology and staff required to support, record, and 
disseminate those teachings to an international audience. 
The 25th Anniversary Giving Campaign is in lieu of 
our annual matching grant campaign, and we ask you 
to prayerfully consider contributing as you are led. 

kenboa.org/donate 

Mail the enclosed reply envelope 

Call our office at (404) 842-0707 to give 
by stocks, credit card, or bank withdrawal

Dear Reader, 

I am very grateful for you,  
your readership, and your 
gracious support of this ministry. 
May the Lord multiply your 
investment in the lives of many, 
and may He guide and bless you 
in the days ahead.

3 WAYS TO MAKE YOUR GIFT:

We have updated the 
way we communicate, 
and we invite you to 
select your preferences! 
Please take a few 
seconds to indicate 
your email and snail-
mail preferences, along 
with any updated 
contact info, at:

RECALIBRATING: THE PRESENT

my 75th birthday this july is a poignant reminder 
of the brevity of this earthbound sojourn and the value of 
the precious present. I realize how critical it is for me to 
cultivate a more focused upward look so that I abide in God’s 
manifest presence and let that vitality purify and simplify 
my inward aspirations and convictions.

REFLECTING: THE FUTURE

thankful for the energy and sense of calling 
God continues to give me, I am immersed in more creative 
endeavors than ever before. I daily acknowledge that this 
capacity and motivation are gifts from Him and a matter of  
stewardship for which I must give an account to the Lord of all.

My aspiration is to leverage contemporary technologies to 
more effectively preserve and disemminate digital and analog 
resources (text, audio, video, and visual) through Omnibus 
Media—a partner through which I see Reflections’ ministry 
expanding for years to come. In the spirit of Moses and others 
in the Bible, I have no plans to retire. At the same time, I am 
working alongside a wonderful team that is prepared to carry 
out the mission of both Reflections and Omnibus well into 
the future. Whether it’s rendering videos, processing mail, 
or curating resources, I’m ever grateful for this current team 
as well as for the staff and volunteers who have been a part of 
Reflections from the earliest days until now.

Many of the greatest achievements in art, music, and 
architecture were brought into being through patrons who 
funded them. I pray that the Lord will raise up Kingdom 
patrons for this new phase of my ministry. For such support, 
the return on investment will be lives transformed to the 
glory of God in ways that are inexplicable apart from His 
grace and truth. 

A NOTE OF GRATITUDE

I ask that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
the Father of glory, may give to you  
a spirit of wisdom and of revelation  

in the knowledge of Him. I pray that  
the eyes of your heart may be enlightened,  

so that you will know what is the hope  
of His calling, what are the riches  

of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, 
and what is the surpassing greatness  
of His power toward us who believe. 

Ephesians 1:17–19a

We invite anyone (regardless of location) to take 
part in Ken’s weekly Atlanta-based studies, now 
being held live via Zoom. Sign up for more info, 
or watch the latest study videos, at:

JOIN OR FOLLOW 
A WEEKLY STUDY—

FROM ANYWHERE!

kenboa.org/speaking

Reflections Ministries

25 thAnniversary
Giving Campaign

WE NEED 
YOUR 
EMAIL!

kenboa.org/subscription-preferences 

JUNE/JULY 2020

WWW.KENBOA.ORG

A teaching letter encouraging believers
to develop a clear mind and a warm heart

1 9 9 5        2 0 2 0

REFLECTIONS MINISTRIES’

ANNIVERSARY

th25

https://kenboa.org/speaking/
https://kenboa.org/subscription-preferences/
https://kenboa.org/subscription-preferences/
https://kenboa.org/
https://kenboa.org/reflections-teaching-letter/
https://kenboa.org/reflections-teaching-letter/
http://kenboa.org/donate


video, and visual). I continued my activities of writing, 
teaching, speaking, and mentoring in contexts all over the 
United States and around the world.

6. Convergence II 

In 2017, 15 years after receiving the above-mentioned vision, 
the Lord raised up ministry associates to launch Omnibus 
Media Ministries. We are now developing a broader ministry 
team and creating better operational systems for Reflections 
Ministries, Omnibus Media, and Trinity House Publishers. 

reflections ministries was founded in 
August 1995, just after my 50th birthday. Thus, 2020 marks 
both my 75th birthday and the ministry’s 25th anniversary. 
These converging milestones provided an invitation for me 
to review the past (the backward look) in order to recalibrate 
in the present (the upward and inward look) in light of a 
vision for the time before me, however long that may be (the 
future look). 

This was a timely and meaningful exercise, and I pray it 
does three things: first, that it provides some insight into the 
history and maturation of this ministry, in which you play 
an integral part. Secondly, I pray it excites you for what still 
lies ahead, Lord willing, for Reflections. And thirdly, on a 
personal level, I hope it encourages you to conduct a similar 
assessment of your own life—and of an organization you lead, 
if you lead one. This type of assessment and recalibration is 
important from time to time, no matter your age or stage; in 
fact, I’m working on a book with InterVarsity Press now on 
this very topic—including a toolkit for “transitioning well” 
through the various stages of life. 

REVIEWING: THE PAST

in 1992 i read a book about the lessons and stages of 
leadership development. J. Robert Clinton’s The Making of 
a Leader gave me the terminology to craft a timeline of my 
life journey: 

1. Sovereign Foundations (1945–1967)
2. Inner-Life Growth (1968–1972)
3. Ministry Maturing (1972–1986)
4. Life Maturing (1986–2001)
5. Convergence I (2002–2017)
6. Convergence II (2017–present) 

1. Sovereign Foundations 

God’s sovereign foundations in my life included significant 
people, places, and events the Lord providentially used to 
prepare me to know and follow Him. These included the 
profound influence of a Christlike grandmother and uncle, 
a church in New Jersey which was pastored by a graduate 

of Dallas Theological Seminary (DTS), and the impact of men 
who modeled Jesus to me through Christian Service Brigade. 

I had what I thought was 
a salvation experience in 
1959, but it was a parroted 
prayer rather than a 
transfer of trust. I was one 
person with my church 
friends and another with 
my school friends, and in 
my first semester at Case 
Institute of Technology 
(now Case Western 
Reserve University), I put away my Bible and did not return 
to it until after my graduation in 1967. I became a scientific 
humanist who did not want to give any thought to God, and 
I immersed myself in hedonistic pursuits. In the last year of 
college, I went from alcohol to psychedelic drugs (this was 
the year of the Summer of Love, you’ll recall). Contrary to my 
desires, I became increasingly aware of spiritual reality. Late 
that summer I went back to see my friends in Cleveland and 
two of us led each other to Jesus at the same moment. 

2. Inner-Life Growth 

I suddenly saw that the Bible is God’s blueprint for living, 
and the Lord made it clear to me that night that I was going 
to go to DTS. I spent the next few months immersed in the 
counterculture in Berkeley, but I started seminary in the 
beginning of 1968. Karen fixed her wagon to my doubtful star, 
and we took all our earthly goods in our car and learned to live 
by faith. 

The first two years in Dallas were a time of financial hardship, 
of conscious worldview transformation, and of spiritual 
warfare. Karen was delivered from occultism in her encounter 
with Jesus in 1969. Together, we had an intense ministry with 
young people and started a Saturday night house church. It 
was a privilege to be shaped by a faculty of godly academics, to 
develop a biblical perspective on diverse fields of knowledge, 
and to engage in evangelism and discipleship.

3. Ministry Maturing 

After graduating with a Master of Theology in 1972, I was 
blessed to develop my ministry by working for four Christian 
organizations: 

• New Life in Knoxville, Tennessee (1972–1975)
• The King’s College in New York (1976–1979)
• Walk Thru the Bible in Atlanta (1979–1982)
• Search Ministries (1982–1995)

During these 24 years, I was involved in speaking, teaching, 
reading, writing, evangelism, and discipleship.

4. Life Maturing 

In 1986–1988 I took a two-year sabbatical in England to work 
on a Doctor of Philosophy at the University of Oxford. This was 
a time for reflection, review, evaluation, study, and writing in a 
cross-cultural context. Back in Atlanta with Search Ministries, 
I began to build a ministry team and resumed my work of 
speaking, teaching, research, writing, and mentoring. 

In 1993 I set up Trinity House Publishers to publish Handbook 
to Prayer, the first of a collection of handbooks for spiritual 
growth. Two years later, in the summer of 1995, we launched 
Reflections Ministries to create a robust context for evangelism 
and discipleship resources and practices. Many resources 
came into being shortly thereafter, including Conformed to His 
Image, my flagship textbook for spiritual formation. 

5. Convergence I 

It was in 2002 that I went through a convergence in which I was 
given a vision to develop transferable resources (text, audio, 
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REVISED EDITION

BIBLICAL, PRACTICAL APPROACHES TO  

SPIRITUAL FORMATION

CONFORMED
 to HIS IMAGE

NEW EDITIONS COMING IN 2020!

Handbook to Prayer, first published 
in 1993, is the first of nine handbooks 
being republished in paperback. The 
ninth in the collection, Handbook to 
God’s Promises, will be published for 
the first time in 2020. 

Ken Boa, senior year of college, 1967

Ken and Karen Boa, seminary years, 1970

Ken and Karen Boa, 2018

This fall,  Zondervan is publishing a 
revised edition of Conformed to His 
Image with a long-awaited Study Guide 
and a 40-part video series for use in 
small group or personal study.

continued on next page . . . 
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