
One of the most poignant stories in 
world literature describes the aftermath 
of King David’s sins with Bathsheba  
(2 Samuel 11–12). As judgment for his 
sins, David was told that the child born to 
Bathsheba would die. When the child became 
ill, David pleaded with God for its life. For 
seven days he fasted and spent the nights 
lying on the ground, prostrate before God. 
Undoubtedly, his heart was broken and his 
eyes were flooded with tears as he recounted 
the acts that led up to this horrific place. If 
only he had not sinned to begin with.

But the child died. When that happened, 
David’s maturity took center stage once 
again. He got up from the ground, washed 
and groomed himself, worshiped the Lord, 
and sat down to a meal. When questioned 
about his quick change in disposition, 
David’s answer revealed a profound truth: 
When God is judging, we are undone. But 
when His judgment is over, it is His strength 
and forgiveness that brings stability and joy 
to our lives once again.

This was the message that Nehemiah 
imparted to the Israelites in Jerusalem who 
had returned from captivity to rebuild the 
city and its walls. The people realized that 
their city and their temple lay in ruins 
because of the sins of their forefathers. 
They knew that they had grown up in 
Babylon and did not know the God of their 
fathers and His words as they should. And 
as they stood amidst the ruins that were 
their heritage, they asked for the “book 
of the law of Moses” to be read to them  
(Nehemiah 8:1). As they heard it read, they 

wept, and they wept, and they wept (v. 9). 
But Nehemiah knew what David knew: 
When judgment is over, weeping should 
stop. Joy replaces grief; strength replaces 
weakness. Stand up, wash, take some food—
God is bringing you to a new and better day.

It is tempting to weep in the hall of judgment 
when we should be walking in the house of 
joy. The only way to leave one and enter the 
other is by taking God at His word: “Go 
and enjoy . . . . Do not grieve.” 

GOD’S PROMISE: 
If you allow Him, He will turn your 
tears of sadness into tears of joy.
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GO AND ENJOY

THE PROMISES OF GOD

“Go and enjoy choice food and sweet drinks . . . . Do not be grieved,  
for the joy of the Lord is your strength.” (Nehemiah 8:10)
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Father God, I thank You for the gift of open access to You through prayer. It enhances 
my fellowship and intimacy with You, and it appropriates Your power for my life. 
Open communication with You brings mercy and grace in time of need, and it 
develops my understanding and knowledge of You. It empowers me to understand 
and accomplish Your purposes for my life, and it changes my attitudes and desires. In 
prayer, I acknowledge the greatness of Your character and my desire to become more 
conformed to Your likeness. Through communion with You, may I learn to affirm 
Your will in all things, even in trying circumstances. When my will conflicts with 
Yours, I know it is because I have a false idea of what my best interests look like. May 
I seek to align my will with Yours.
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heavenly places. This was in accordance 
with the eternal purpose which He carried 
out in Christ Jesus our Lord.

God’s eternal purposes reflect His perfect 
and eternal wisdom, and He has designed the 
world in such a way that we are most happy 
when God is glorified in our lives. For reasons 
that are incomprehensible to us, God has a 
passion for intimacy with His people, and we 
participate in His eternal purposes when we 
pursue Him with an undivided heart.  

Sometimes we read over a statement like 
that last one and fail to be struck by just 
how profound and breathtaking it is. God 
has a passion for intimacy with His people. 
Singer/songwriter Michael Card put it in 
fundamental terms when he sang, “Could 
it be that You would really rather die than 
live without us?”1  That’s the length to which 
God will go in His pursuit of fellowship with 
us. His desire went beyond mere words; it 
prompted Him to enter into human history. 
The apostle John writes, “This is love, not that 
we loved God, but that He loved us and sent 
His Son to be the propitiation for our sins”  
(1 John 4:10). God believes intimate fellow-
ship with us is worth the death of His own 
son. Who can possibly comprehend this?

You are beautiful beyond description,
Too marvelous for words
Too wonderful for comprehension,
Like nothing ever seen or heard
Who can grasp Your infinite wisdom?
Who can fathom the depth of Your love?
You are beautiful beyond description,
Majesty, enthroned above.2 

This is the God who wants to know us. This 
is the God who gave His Son as a ransom for 
us. The God who created billions and billions 
of stars. The One who arranged the heavens 
with the ease of an interior decorator hanging 

curtains, desires intimacy with us to the point 
that He would enter our world with all its 
limitations and allow us to crucify Him. If 
that’s true, life can only be truly meaningful 
when that God is glorified in our lives.

The obvious question begging to be asked 
at this point is this: If a God can create and 
sustain a universe as amazingly complex as 
ours, if that same God can put together a 
plan to redeem lost and fallen humanity, 
and if that God goes to such great lengths to 
rescue people who don’t even know they’re in 
peril . . . can that God be trusted? Could it be 
that His purpose for our lives is better than 
that which we could construct on our own? 
The answer is “of course!” But before we pat 
ourselves on the back for having answered 
correctly, the follow-up question looms large: 
So what? What are the implications of this? 
How are our lives reflecting this belief?

Practice reveals priorities and beliefs. We can 
cognitively affirm that God has a better pur-
pose than anything I can come up with, but 
does this affirmation show in our practice? 
Contrary to what most people think, in releas-
ing ourselves to God’s purposes and giving 
ourselves wholeheartedly and unreservedly 
to Him, we’re not sacrificing anything other 
than the illusion of self-sufficiency. We’re 
embracing something altogether wonderful.

In his book A Little Book of Coincidence, 
geometer John Martineau reveals the 
exquisite orbital patterns of the planets and 
the mathematical relationships that govern 
them. Through the movement of the moon, 
Venus, Mars, and Mercury, it becomes clear 
that Earth is much more special than simply 
being the right distance from the sun. From 
looking into the heavens we realize that we 
have no idea just how complex the Designer 
of all this must be. Nothing in the universe 
is random. 

It’s no wonder, then, that this magnificent 
Designer would tell us:

For My thoughts are not your thoughts, 
Nor are your ways My ways. . . . 
For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 
So are My ways higher than your ways 
And My thoughts than your thoughts. 
(Isaiah 55:8–9) 

One other Scripture to keep at the forefront 
of our thinking is 1 Corinthians 13:12: “For 
now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to 
face; now I know in part, but then I will know 
fully just as I also have been fully known.”

These passages highlight the huge knowledge 
gap between what God intends and what 
we know of God’s intentions. Basically, the 
difference between God and human beings 
is greater than that between angels and 
insects. We simply do not have the capacity 
to grasp God’s ultimate purposes in creating 

the cosmos. Scripture does, however, reveal 
fragments of God’s purposes that relate to 
our lives in this world.  

FRAGMENTS OF PURPOSE

One such fragment is found in Ephesians 
3:2–11. Here we gain a perspective on the 
purpose and passion of the God of creation:

If indeed you have heard of the stewardship 
of God’s grace which was given to me for 
you; that by revelation there was made 
known to me the mystery, as I wrote 
before in brief. By referring to this, when 
you read you can understand my insight 
into the mystery of Christ, which in other 
generations was not made known to the 
sons of men, as it has now been revealed 
to His holy apostles and prophets in the 
Spirit; to be specific, that the Gentiles are 
fellow heirs and fellow members of the 
body, and fellow partakers of the promise 
in Christ Jesus through the gospel, of 
which I was made a minister, according to 
the gift of God’s grace which was given to 
me according to the working of His power. 
To me, the very least of all saints, this 
grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles 
the unfathomable riches of Christ, and to 
bring to light what is the administration 
of the mystery which for ages has been 
hidden in God who created all things; so 
that the manifold wisdom of God might 
now be made known through the church 
to the rulers and the authorities in the 

1 From his song “Could It Be?”   2 Mark Altrogge, “I Stand in Awe,” 1986 Sovereign Grace Praise.
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Could it be that His purpose for our 
lives is better than that which we 

could construct on our own?

“

RECENT PENSÉES 
(thoughts)By Ken Boa

We are no longer defined  
by the pain of  

our bounded past  
but by the joy of  

our unbounded future.

The more we crave the next world, 
the less we covet this world.

The lens of adversity  
clarifies eternal truth.

Restoration requires wreckage. 

We are living on borrowed time  
to complete unfinished business.

We are sojourners  
in the painful land of the dying  
in preparation for eternal bliss  

in the land of the living.

THINK SOUNDLY
WORK HEARTILY

LOVE ABUNDANTLY
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