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Christians who see God’s rescuing hand
in the midst of impending death remind
worldly observers of the military commander who is living in denial: Surrounded by
the enemy, he tries to encourage his troops
by telling them, “We’ve got good targets
in every direction.” Sometimes, the world
would say, you have to throw in the towel
and admit defeat. Not the apostle Paul—
and hopefully not the faithful Christian.
There is one act of rescue in which God
will always prevail in spite of the seemingly
negative odds.

A teaching letter encouraging believers to develop a clear mind and a warm heart

In 2 Corinthians 11:23–27, we have Paul’s
record of the dangers he faced up to the time
of writing that letter. Five times, he had
received from the Jews 39 strokes with the
lash (Deuteronomy 25:1–3). Three times
he was beaten with rods by the Romans
(Acts 16:22–23)—a total of eight horrific
beatings. He was stoned; shipwrecked
probably four times (three are mentioned in
2 Corinthians 11, which was written before
his final shipwreck recorded in Acts 27);
and in constant danger from bandits, Jews,
Gentiles, and even false “brothers” in the
Christian faith! He had gone without
food, water, and clothes, and been exposed
to the elements during his journeys.
He had faced death “again and again”
(2 Corinthians 11:23 NIV).
All of this had happened by AD 55, when
2 Corinthians was written—approximately
halfway through Paul’s 20-year apostolic
ministry. In addition to any other attacks
he suffered, by the end of his ministry in
AD 67, he found himself in jail in Rome,
about to be executed by Nero, the Roman
emperor. In the eyes of the world, Paul was
still in “denial,” for he wrote, “The Lord will
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rescue me from every evil attack and will
bring me safely to his heavenly kingdom”
(2 Timothy 4:18). The worldly observer
would say, “Paul, it’s over! This time, you’re
not going to be rescued!”
That’s where Paul’s knowledge of God proved
that he was the one living in reality. He
knew that, regardless of what God allowed
to happen to his body—disease, injury,
physical harm—nothing could keep him
from God’s heavenly kingdom. Likewise,
God is our Rescuer, and no earthly attack
can ever prevent His heavenly rescue.
GOD’S PROMISE:
The rescue He sends is always
designed for the danger you are in.
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GOD’S GIFT OF
RIGHTEOUSNESS
Dear God, You have made it clear that none of us can save ourselves by living longer
or better. If righteousness and union with You were possible through human
attainment, then Christ’s death was needless. But You have revealed that apart from
Him, no one is righteous; no one attains perfection, and no one can earn salvation.
All of us fall short of Your goodness and glory, and while it is true that some clearly
live better lives than others, even the best of us cannot attain to the perfection that
makes it possible for us to have fellowship with You. I will thank You forever that in
Your compassion for us in our desperate condition, You did not spare Your own Son,
but delivered Him over for us all. Now that I have trusted in Him, He gives me His
righteousness and holds me in His hand by interceding for me and protecting me.
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POWER AND INFLUENCE, PART 1

Colossians 3:18–19; 1 Peter 3:1–7). Second,
there is the authority of parents over their children (Ephesians 6:1–3; Colossians 3:20–21).
Third, God gives authority to the church
(1 Peter 5:1–5). Elders or overseers have a certain authority as they exercise their office in
the arena of the church. Finally, God uses and
gives a measure of divinely ordained authority to human governments (Romans 13:1–7;
1 Peter 2:13–15).

THE PURPOSE AND
REALMS OF AUTHORITY
When there is an unexpected
power outage, people become incredibly
desperate for alternate energy sources.
Suddenly, batteries that were readily available
and relatively inexpensive become scarce and
overpriced. In a blackout, it doesn’t matter
how nice your electronics are or how fast
your internet connection is. If the power isn’t
there, they aren’t going to work—at least not
for long.

is not to say that there aren’t other feelings
we dislike, but when we feel helpless, we
often cannot think of anything else until we
can move through that situation as quickly
as possible.

Similarly, it doesn’t matter how modern your
car is if its battery is dead. It doesn’t matter
if your car has the best transmission; without
battery power, it is going nowhere. It doesn’t
matter if you have a full tank of gas—without
battery power, you are not moving. It could
have the newest bells and whistles, from
lane-departure warnings to a backup camera.
It could be the most expensive of cars. But
if the battery is dead, you won’t be going
forward, backward, or any other direction.

All leaders share in the commodities of power
and influence to a degree. Unfortunately,
leaders do not always use their power and
influence to help others. Instead, many leaders
use their power for their own selfish ends.

Everything else in life can be going well,
but if we are powerless, we aren’t going anywhere either.

POWER AND AUTHORITY IN
THE BIBLE

If we were to compile a list of feelings that
most people loathe, right up near the top
would be the feeling of powerlessness. That

For those in positions of leadership, power
is crucial. Without it, leaders can’t lead.
Without power, no one listens to them and
they exact no influence.

What a leader does with his or her power and
influence matters a great deal. In the next
several newsletters, we will be examining
this topic—including both the proper and
improper use of power—in light of Scripture.

In the Bible, there are four realms of power
and authority. First is the mutual submission in marriage between a husband and
wife (1 Corinthians 7:4; Ephesians 5:22–29;

Clearly, all four of these realms of authority
can be (and unfortunately often are) abused
and distorted. When they go beyond their
proper exercise of authority, they have
strayed beyond their God-given intentions.
But it has pleased God to establish these four
realms of authority.
The author of Psalm 82 describes a scene in
which God chastises and challenges Israel’s
judges, those who exercised their authority in
the governmental realm. Because of their role
as God’s delegates and image-bearers, these
judges were referred to as “gods.” However,
they had begun to exert their power in
ungodly ways, abusing and distorting their
God-given arena of authority:
How long will you judge unjustly
And show partiality to the wicked? . . .
Vindicate the weak and fatherless;
Do justice to the afflicted and destitute.
Rescue the weak and needy;
Deliver them out of the hand of the
wicked. . . .
I said, “You are gods,
And all of you are sons of the Most High.
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“Nevertheless you will die like men
And fall like any one of the princes.”
(Psalm 82:2–4, 6–7 NASB)
Rather than defending the unjust and judging
with partiality, these judges were accountable
to defend the weak and fatherless and to
protect the rights of the poor and oppressed.
They were to exercise their power in a godly
manner, a manner that would rescue the
needy and deliver them from the domination
of wicked individuals. Though these judges
were assigned godlike functions in their roles,
the psalmist predicted that they would fall
like mere men. While their power may have
given them a sense of invincibility, they would
one day be called upon to answer to the Judge.

“

All power and influence are given
to us from God as a matter of
stewardship, and He will hold leaders
accountable for their use of power.

A MATTER OF STEWARDSHIP
All power and influence are given to us from
God as a matter of stewardship, and He
will hold leaders accountable for their use of
power. Our challenge is to be faithful and
diligent stewards of whatever power we have
received, whether our realm of influence is
small or large. Since we all face the same fate,
we must exercise our power and influence
with grace and love.
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Power & Influence, Part 2

The Subtle and Benevolent
Power of God

WORD

is His general revelation manifested
in the macrocosm, midicosm, and microcosm.

GOD’S

INSPIRED

WORD

is His special revelation manifested
in multiple agencies and most decisively
in Yeshua HaMashiach (Jesus the Messiah).
“God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the
prophets in many portions and in many ways, in
these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He
appointed heir of all things, through whom also He
made the world. And He is the radiance of His glory
and the exact representation of His nature, and upholds
all things by the word of His power. When He had
made purification of sins, He sat down at the right
hand of the Majesty on high, having become as much
better than the angels . . .” (Hebrews 1:1–4 NASB)

GOD’S

INCARNATE

WORD

is the mystery of the kenosis,
the union of the transcendent and immanent
in the amphibious God-Man.

GOD’S
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WORD

is Christ in us, the hope of glory, “you in Me,
and I in you” (John 14:20). It unifies the inside
and outside, the transcendent and immanent,
divine sovereignty and human responsibility,
“Thou and I,” the eternal and temporal, the one
and many. We are graced with eternal agency
in the providential nexus of space and time.

