
No battle in history has been immortalized 
like Joshua’s victory over Jericho, where, as 
the song says, “the walls came a-tumblin’ 
down!” (see Joshua 5:13–6:27). Long 
written off by critics of biblical history as 
fanciful legend, modern archaeological 
discoveries have certified Jericho as a city 
that underwent tumultuous upheavals like 
those associated with Joshua’s “attack.” 
No modern discovery has invalidated this 
remarkable event recorded in the Bible.

When Joshua led the fledgling nation of 
Israel into the promised land of Canaan, 
Jericho was the first obstacle in his path. 
An angel of the Lord (the commander 
of the Lord’s army; see Joshua 5:13–14) 
delivered a promise to Joshua about Jericho: 
“I have delivered Jericho into your hands”  
(6:2 NIV). Note the past tense: I “have 
[already] delivered” Jericho. All that was 
left for Joshua to do was to take what had 
been given to him. 

God’s actions at Jericho fulfilled a promise 
Moses had made to Joshua on the Lord’s 
behalf—that when Joshua crossed over 
Jordan and faced the enemies of Israel in 
Canaan, “God himself will fight for you” 
(Deuteronomy 3:22 NIV). And why would 
God do this? Because Israel was His covenant 
nation. When God established a covenant 
with Israel, His part of the agreement was 
to fight for Israel—to defeat her enemies. 
Her enemies would come at her from one 
direction but flee from her in seven as long 
as the people walked in righteousness, 
obeying God (Deuteronomy 28:1, 7). 

Though God’s people today no longer live 
in a geopolitical realm with God as the 
king (a theocracy), we nonetheless enjoy 

the privileges of His covenant protection. 
Our battles aren’t against “flesh and blood” 
(Ephesians 6:12), but they are dangerous 
just the same. And as with Joshua, God 
has already fought—and won—for us 
(1 Corinthians 15:55–57). Our job is to 
remain vigilant (1 Peter 5:8) and protected 
(Ephesians 6:10–18), and to walk by faith 
into the victory that God has given.

Are there walls and gates, shut up tight, 
looming on your horizon? Your Command-
er in Chief wants you to know that He is 
with you to give you the victory. 

GOD’S PROMISE: 
In every battle, eyes of faith  

will see Him leading the charge.
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“The Lord your God is the One who is going with you,  
to fight for you against your enemies, to save you.” (Deuteronomy 20:4)

Lord, Your enduring Word is a progressive revelation of Your character, Your ways, 
and Your purposes and plans. The story of the Old Testament gradually unveils a 
messianic figure who would be unlike anyone else. He would be both a servant and a 
king. He would live and die and live again. He would open His mouth in parables and 
accomplish miracles that would demonstrate His authority over all things. He would 
be betrayed, sold for 30 pieces of silver, crucified, and pierced through. He would be 
despised and forsaken of men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. He would 
be rejected and mocked by His own people. But He would overcome the bondage of 
death, and His death and resurrection would mean the death of death. Glory to You 
for His incarnation, His life, His ministry, His miracles, His teaching, His redemptive 
death, and His awesome resurrection!
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a joy which we have yet to experience, 
something which awaits us?1 

The best we can experience here on earth is, 
in the words of an old hymn, but “a foretaste 
of glory divine.”2 And we wait with eager 
anticipation and work with all diligence to see 
God’s kingdom come and His will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. History will have its 
culmination in God’s timing.

In the meantime, the God of Israel has author-
ity over nature and nations; He changes times 
and seasons; He sets up kings and deposes 
them; He gives wisdom to the wise and knowl-
edge to the discerning (Daniel 2:21). The 
affairs of people and of nations may appear to 
be independent of God’s divine control, but 
regardless of how people rebel against the plan 
and purposes of God, “the Most High is ruler 
over the realm of mankind, and He grants it 
to whomever He wishes” (4:17 NASB; see also 
vv. 25, 32). This prophetic book anticipates 
the day when “the God of heaven will set up a 
kingdom which will never be destroyed, and 
that kingdom will not be left for another peo-
ple; it will crush and put an end to all these 
kingdoms, but it will itself endure forever” 
(2:44 NASB).

Human kingdoms are temporary and fleeting; 
God’s power and influence are eternal and 
absolute. The kingdoms of men are pictured 
throughout the book of Daniel—one overtak-
ing the other—from the Babylonians to the 
Medo-Persians to the Greeks and finally the 
Romans. All the kingdoms of the earth have 
their birth, growth, decay, and death. Our 

current Western civilization will not escape a 
similar fate, regardless of who is elected.

Far from being a pessimistic view, if we 
believe that God is who the Bible says He is, 
we can maintain a vital optimism. McGrath 
goes on to say:

All of us need something reliable, 
unshakeable and secure on which 
to build our lives. There is little 
point in building our lives on a set 
of values or beliefs which will go out 
of date in five years. God is precisely 
such an unshakeable and immovable 
foundation for our lives.3 

We know that when God chooses to bring 
history to a close, He will do so in a benev-
olent way. History will not end in a minor 
key. Rather, when history is consummated, 
everything that has been upside down will be 
turned right side up. We must only remem-
ber that it will not be us who usher this into 
existence. We do not have the power and 
influence to accomplish it. Only God has 
that authority.

It is an unfortunate but true  
fact that people are typically more impressed 
by human power and influence than they are 
by the ever-present, but generally overlooked, 
evidences of God’s limitless power and 
influence. A very simple example of this can 
be found in our near-reverence for human 
opinion polls and our lack of concern over 
God’s opinion clearly stated in the Bible. 
Yet we are surrounded by evidences of God’s 
wisdom and creative power. God may seem 
remote and invisible, but His fingerprints are 
everywhere to be found by those who have 
eyes to see and ears to hear.

We have an alarming tendency as well to 
live as though we will never die, as though 
we will never be called to account for our 
words and actions. Death, for many, is 
merely a philosophical construct, an idea 
that never becomes a reality but only haunts 
us in our increasingly rare moments of quiet 
contemplation. Still, the Bible is clear: 

As for the days of our life, they contain 
seventy years,

Or if due to strength, eighty years, 
Yet their pride is only trouble and 

tragedy; 
For it quickly passes, and we disappear. 

(Psalm 90:10 NASB)

Even in our time of medical advancements, 
no one has found a way to stave off death 
forever. Therefore, it would behoove us to 
have a greater fear of God than of people. The 
fear of other human beings brings temptation; 
the fear of God, however, brings wisdom.

The book of Daniel underscores the tempo-
rary nature of earthly kingdoms in contrast to 
the everlasting kingdom that will be ushered 
in by “one like a son of man” who receives 
“authority, glory and sovereign power” from 
the Ancient of Days (Daniel 7:13, 14 NIV). 
The text goes on to say, “His dominion is an 
everlasting dominion that will not pass away, 
and his kingdom is one that will never be 
destroyed” (v. 14).

Clearly, we live in the already/not-yet tension 
of a kingdom that has begun but has not been 
brought into its fullness. Even the greatest 
joy we can experience on earth is fleeting. As 
Alister McGrath observes: 

The overwhelming sense of joy that 
comes with achieving something 
worthwhile can thus be seen as a hint 
of something even more wonderful 
that is yet to come. On earth, such joy 
is transient, fading away with a speed 
which can frighten us as much as 
disappoint us. It seems so transient and 
brief. If we were to pursue such earthly 
joy for its own good, we would be 
doomed to frustration and bitterness. 
But what if such experiences of joy are 
not to be seen as things to be captured 
before they fade away, but as hints of 

1 Alister McGrath, The Unknown God (Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1999), 28–29.   2 Fanny Crosby, “Blessed Assurance” (1873).   3 McGrath, The Unknown God, 113.   4 Klaus Issler, Wasting Time with God (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2001), 78. 
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The God of Israel has authority  
over nature and nations.

“

And yet this God who is so powerful and so influential 
is not some sort of cosmic tyrant. As Klaus Issler 
says, “God’s way of working is not always obvious or 
stunning. Much of the time, God is so subtle.”4 Far 
from overpowering us, God most often chooses to 
walk among those who invite His manifest presence, to 
speak to those who will listen to His still, small voice.

Though He possesses more power than we could 
ever imagine, He always uses His authority for the 
greatest benefit of those who serve Him. His service 
therefore equates to perfect freedom, because His 
desire, regardless of appearances, is always to bless and 
enrich His people. He demonstrates His loving and 
merciful intentions toward them in His promise and 
plan in the coming ages to “show the boundless riches 
of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus” 
(Ephesians 2:7 NASB). 

The only perfect example of one who is all-powerful and 
yet completely benevolent at the same time is, of course, 
Jesus. Here is the most powerful man who ever walked 
the earth, one with the authority to say to the wind 
and the waves, “Hush, be still” (Mark 4:39 NASB). He 
could raise the dead and cast out demons. He could 
heal all manner of sickness and know the thoughts of 
a man. And yet how did He use this power? The word 
that comes to the biblically informed mind is an odd 
one: gently. 

Jesus used persuasion rather than coercion. He looked 
at people through the lens of compassion. In a word, 
He was a lover. He possessed authority and power 
such as the world has never seen, but He exercised 
incredible restraint.

Though He possesses more power 
than we could ever imagine,  
He always uses His authority  

for the greatest benefit of  
those who serve Him.

“
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