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From C.S. Lewis and A.W. Tozer to Jane Austen,
Fyodor Dostoevsky, and Pascal, Ken Boa brings
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spiritually enriching—works of literature. The set
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REFLECTIONS
A teaching letter encouraging believers to develop a clear mind and a warm heart

Read 1 Samuel 17:47
“. . . for the battle is the Lord’s and He will give you into our hands.”
(v. 47b NASB)

When Peter and his fellow apostles were
called before Jerusalem’s Sanhedrin for
preaching the gospel, the Jewish leaders
were ready to kill them (Acts 5:33). With
their lives hanging in the balance, what
should they have done?
When engaged by God’s enemies,
physical or spiritual, the questions of when
to fight, how hard, and with what means are
not easy ones. But there is a key principle
that will give guidance to anyone in that
situation: If the enemy is to be truly defeated,
only a victory gained the Lord’s way will
last. In the case of the apostles’ arrest before
the Sanhedrin, they were outnumbered, had
no weapons, and were in violation of Jewish
ordinances—which is exactly the spot God
designs for His children at times. When we
are helpless, the help He sends becomes that
much more obvious as to its source. Just
when the Sanhedrin was about to kill the
apostles, God moved one of the Sanhedrin’s
own members to rise and address the
council. Gamaliel’s words “persuaded them”
(Acts 5:40 NIV). The apostles were beaten,
but not killed.
That day, the apostles experienced what
thousands of scared-stiff Israelites learned
from a shepherd boy named David many
years before: “The Lord does not deliver by
sword or by spear” (1 Sam. 17:47a NASB).
The most surprising victory in Israel’s
history came when a five-foot-tall shepherd
boy used a small rock to kill a nine-foot-tall
Philistine warrior. The fact that David used
a sling demonstrates that God often uses
human means to accomplish His purposes.
But in David’s case, God wanted King Saul
and all of Israel to see the error of their ways:
They were trusting in the sword, not in the
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Lord. Israel thought they had to descend
to the Philistines’ ways to gain victory:
armor, swords, and strength. In reality, God
wanted Israel to see something deeper that
day: All they would ever need is whatever
He gives them. And that day He gave them
a shepherd boy with a sling.
If you are beset by an enemy, make
sure the weapons of your warfare are of the
Lord’s giving. They are the only weapons
that will serve you well and bring the victory
you desire.
GOD’S PROMISE:
If the sword you have is not from
Him, you are better off without it.
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THE GREAT
CELEBRATION
Dear Lord, from the beginning of history, You have desired to have communion with
Your people and have delighted in those who passionately wanted to walk with You.
I thank You for the imagery of table fellowship that runs from Genesis to Revelation
and portrays Your acceptance and communion with Your people. I thank You for the
God-Man who ate and drank with His followers during the years of His ministry,
just before His death and after His resurrection. And I thank You for the great
celebration to come, when we will share in the marriage supper of the Lamb. And as
we celebrate our salvation through the communion elements of bread and wine, and
as we fellowship with You and with the restored community of faith, may we rejoice
in all You have done and in all You will do in the ages to come.
WWW.KENBOA .ORG
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MODERN PENSÉES

by Cornelius found out where Simon’s
house was and stopped at the gate.
They called out, asking if Simon who
was known as Peter was staying there.
While Peter was still thinking
about the vision, the Spirit said to
him, “Simon, three men are looking
for you. So get up and go downstairs.
Do not hesitate to go with them, for I
have sent them.”
Peter went down and said to the
men, “I’m the one you’re looking for.
Why have you come?”
The men replied, “We have come
from Cornelius the centurion. He is a
righteous and God-fearing man, who
is respected by all the Jewish people. A
holy angel told him to ask you come
to his house so that he could hear what
you have to say.” (Acts 10:9–22 NIV)
Peter was influenced by God through various streams of information. Through all of
this, he was caused to rethink some things—
namely, what/who is clean and what/who is
unclean. By leading Peter in the right direction, God facilitated Peter’s own discovery
that eventually resulted in a major paradigm
shift, both in Peter’s life and in the life of the
early church.
God employed a powerful strategy to
influence Peter. He moved him from deep

opposition to committed willingness within a short span of time. A brief look at how
God exerted His influence will be beneficial
in demonstrating how today’s leaders can
bring a positive influence to bear in their
own situations.
Attempts to better understand how
people influence each other have resulted in
helpful classifications of power types. Most
frequently cited are those enumerated by
American social psychologists John French
and Bertram Raven in the 1950s: reward,
coercive, expert, referent, and legitimate.1
Later, Raven added a sixth form of power to
their list: informational power. While illustrations of all six of these types of influence
are found in Scripture, God most heavily
draws on informational power.
God has revealed His will in Scripture.
From Genesis through Revelation, the Bible
portrays God speaking with people: teaching, explaining, reasoning, debating, asking,
answering. Psalm 119, for example, includes
statement upon statement of God’s influence
on the psalmist through revealed truth. God
uses His Word to reveal information to
us. This information causes us to shift our
thinking and begin the process of renewing
our minds.
Apart from a new perspective, permanent and lasting change is difficult if not
impossible. Our decisions are a result of
one of three factors: our emotions, wrong
thoughts, or right thoughts. If we base our
decisions solely on our emotions, we will
have instability. Our choices will seem right
or wrong depending on our prevailing mood
of the moment. If we fill our minds with
wrong thoughts, based on bad information,

we will make wrong decisions. But if we
make our decisions on the basis of sound
thinking and wise understanding—being
patient enough to gather sufficient supplies
of both—then we will make good choices in
a stable environment. Psalm 119 tells us that
such thoughts come ultimately from God
and not from ourselves.
Leaders can promise, threaten, model,
draw on expertise, and use the power of
their office to influence followers. But God,
who has a deeper reservoir than any human
leader for all of these types of power, spends
enormous amounts of time using information
to influence His people. Not only does He
give us this information in the Bible, but He
also calls specific individuals as His agents,
those who know His Word and are willing to
make that knowledge known to others.
We can draw on at least six types of
power to influence others. But God models
an important principle: People are most
powerfully influenced when they have a
clear, logical understanding of what and why.
Without the right information, achieving
the desired result is next to impossible. And
at a time when there is both a glut of false
information and an ability to disseminate
information broadly and swiftly, this principle
is as important as ever.
John R.P. French and B. Raven, “The Basis of Social
Power,” in D. Cartwright, Studies in Social Power (Ann
Arbor: University of Michigan, Institute for Social
Research, 1959).

with Laura Banning

“

“Age conspires with God
to take away our temporal hope.”
(original source unknown)

“

THE INFLUENCING POWER
OF INFORMATION

About noon . . . Peter went up on the
roof to pray. He became hungry and
wanted something to eat, and while
the meal was being prepared, he fell
into a trance. He saw heaven opened
and something like a large sheet being
let down to earth by its four corners.
It contained all kinds of four-footed
animals, as well as reptiles and birds.
Then a voice told him, “Get up, Peter.
Kill and eat.”
“Surely not, Lord!” Peter replied.
“I have never eaten anything impure
or unclean.”
The voice spoke to him a second
time, “Do not call anything impure
that God has made clean.”
This happened three times, and
immediately the sheet was taken back
to heaven.
While Peter was wondering about
the meaning of the vision, the men sent
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POWER AND INFLUENCE, PART 4

Without influence, there is no leadership.
But how do we influence others?
We can learn a great deal about this
subject by understanding the manner in
which God exercises His influence. An event
recorded in Acts 10:9–22 demonstrates how
God influenced Peter to do something that
he, on the basis of a deep conviction, was
adamantly opposed to doing:
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Aging. No matter how hard we try, we can’t stop
the process. Our declining bodies are a reminder of
the brevity of our earthbound sojourn. Because the
human tendency is to treat the temporal as if it will
last forever and the eternal as something nebulous
and far off, God uses the aging process to coerce us,
sometimes against our will, to ask the fundamental
questions of life: Who am I? Where did I come from?
Why am I here? Where am I going? Wisdom calls us to
remember that we are mortal in this life but eternal
in the next, and it is the eternal that will endure.
If we are in Christ Jesus, our souls and bodies are
in the process of being shaped and formed by God,
through the power of the Holy Spirit, to enjoy
eternity with Him. As our bodies age, decay, and
weaken in this soul-forming world, it is a reminder
that this is not our home, and it is a motivator to
pursue that which will endure: the Word of God and
our relationship with God and others.

1

NEXT MONTH:
POWER AND INFLUENCE, PART 5

The Proper Use of Power

APPLICATION

Is God using the aging process to get your attention?
Do you allow temporal things to distract you from
what really matters? Do you often succumb to the
tyranny of the urgent? Is the urgent crowding out the
important (God’s Word and relationships) in your
thoughts, words, and deeds? Or are you cultivating
that which will continue into eternity?

SCRIPTURES FOR FURTHER REFLECTION
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1 Peter 1:24–25
2 Corinthians 4:16–18
John 3:16
Philippians 3:20–21

