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does have power in the earth, and he does
roam on the earth with evil intent; but he is
always constrained by God’s hand.
Children of God should not live in fear
of Satan. He is not a free agent roaming the
universe like a vicious dog escaped from
his leash. He is our adversary, to be sure.
While his bark is intimidating, his bite is
constrained by the invisible fence of God’s
perfect purposes.

YHWH

Did you know there’s a promise of God
that applies to your life in every book of
the Bible? This ninth installment in Ken
Boa’s handbook series is an encouraging
book that makes a great devotional and
gift. Explore insights into 260 promises of
God with a 52-week guide plus sections on
people of promise and promises in every
book of the Bible.

You are out for your daily jog (or walk) in
your neighborhood when a huge black and
tan dog comes racing and roaring toward
you off someone’s front porch. Teeth bared,
ears back, and haunches flexing, you break
into a sprint and prepare for the impact. But
nothing happens. Two feet before the curb,
the black and tan meat processor screeches
to a stop. An “invisible fence”—wires buried
along the perimeter of the yard that send
signals to a receiver on the dog’s collar—has
saved your day, and maybe your life.
The invisible fencing that defines a
dog’s freedom in a yard is a picture of the
limits that God puts on the activity of Satan
in our world. When we read verses in the
Bible like 1 John 5:19—“the whole world
lies in the power of the evil one”—and
1 Peter 5:8—“Your adversary, the devil,
prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking
someone to devour”—we might conclude
that Satan is like an unleashed dog, free to
roam and attack at will. But another portion
of Scripture helps give a fuller picture. In
the first two chapters of Job, we read of
Satan’s attempts to induce a righteous man
named Job to blaspheme God. God wanted
to demonstrate to Satan that Job would
remain righteous even under the severest
test, and so He gave Satan permission to
attack him—but within well-defined limits.
First, Satan is allowed to attack only
Job’s children and his property (Job 1:12).
When Job remains righteous, God expands
Satan’s boundaries to include Job’s person
and his health (2:6). In all this, however, “Job
did not sin” (2:10). The point is clear: Satan
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Father, I know that if the earthly tent which is my bodily house is torn down, I will
have a building from You, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. And
while I am in this body, I groan for the new body You are preparing for me, which is
no longer perishable but imperishable, no longer earthly but heavenly, no longer weak
but glorious in resurrected power. For I know that my true citizenship is in heaven,
and that my humble and decaying body will be transformed into conformity with
the body of Christ’s resurrected glory. And I know that in that day, I will see how the
sorrows, suffering, and scars of this life will be fully redeemed by that glory. Seeing
this, I pray that I will be steadfast and immovable, always abounding in Your work,
knowing that my toil is not in vain in the Lord.
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THE PROPER USE OF POWER
faced a problem when
Gentiles were being asked to submit to Jewish
rituals. Seeking a definitive answer, Paul and
Barnabas met with the apostles and elders to
give an account of their missionary journey.
From their testimony (recorded in Acts 15),
it was clear that God was doing a marvelous
work among the Gentiles; the only question
was how these Gentile Christians would
relate to their Jewish brothers and sisters.
Must they obey the Law of Moses in order to
be followers of Jesus?

for a boss who has power because he or she
will be more likely to delegate, reward talent,
and build a team that places subordinates in
significant positions. Weak leaders, on the
other hand, tend to create frustration and
failure because they lack the resources needed
to get the job done.
Kanter concludes, “Power can mean
efficacy and capacity. . . . Power in organizations is analogous in simple terms to physical
power: it is the ability to mobilize resources
(human and material) to get things done. The
true sign of power . . . is accomplishment.”

the early church

After they had stopped speaking, James
answered, saying, “Brethren, listen to
me. Simeon [i.e., Peter] has related how
God first concerned Himself about
taking from among the Gentiles a people
for His name. With this the words of the
Prophets agree. . . . Therefore it is my
judgment that we do not trouble those
who are turning to God from among the
Gentiles, but that we write to them that
they abstain from things contaminated
by idols and from fornication and from
what is strangled and from blood. For
Moses from ancient generations has in
every city those who preach him, since he
is read in the synagogues every Sabbath.”
(Acts 15:13–15, 19–21)
In other words, once the case had been
heard, James, the half-brother of Jesus and
leader of the Jerusalem church, made a judgment. He said that the church wasn’t about
to make salvation difficult for the Gentiles.
This decision put into place the resources
needed to communicate this message to the
rest of the church.
James and the other church leaders used
their power to accomplish something positive
for the kingdom of God. They got the job

“

We are all called to use
what power and influence
we have with grace and truth,
and to exercise power and
influence in service to God
and for the good of others.

with Laura Banning

“The apprehension of God
is a plummeting into
the cloud of unknowing.” 2

“

POWER AND INFLUENCE, PART 5

The triune God (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit) is a
relational being who reveals Himself to us in space
and time through His cosmic work of creation,
redemption, and reconciliation. Yet, in His inner
essence, He is a mystery beyond our comprehension;
we will never know Him as He knows Himself.
The great pilgrims of the faith have discovered
that moving from superficial to substantive apprehension of the triune God leads to an increasing
awareness of our limited capacity to comprehend
Him. Kallistos Ware, in The Orthodox Way,
explains this mystery by distinguishing between
God’s essence and God’s energies (i.e., actions),
between His otherness and His nearness, between
His simultaneous inaccessibility and accessibility
to people. In other words, God is radically
transcendent, but He also reveals Himself in His
actions. As a result, we can know Him through His
world, Word, works, and ways. This knowledge, in
turn, prompts us to love Him and awakens a desire
to follow Him.3
APPLICATION

Stained glass depiction of the Council of Jerusalem described in Acts 15 (in All Saints’ Anglican Church, Rome).

done cleanly and quickly—they made their
decision and considered the issue resolved.
Then they recorded that decision (good
documentation prevents misinformation)
and delegated to others the responsibility for
communicating it abroad.
Problems provide leaders with opportunities to exercise their power constructively.
Such a statement may cause some leaders to
back off a step or two. Why? Because the word

“power” is seldom used by those who are politically adroit. According to Harvard business
professor Rosabeth Moss Kanter, “Power is
America’s last dirty word. . . . People who have
it deny it; people who want it do not want
to appear to hunger for it; and people who
engage in its machinations do so secretly.”1
Research indicates that the “bad rap”
power has taken is largely undeserved, at least
in many cases. Most people prefer to work

God is the ultimate source of all power
and influence. He gives it to various human
leaders for a season, and He will hold those
leaders accountable for how they stewarded
their roles. Whether we are in formal
positions of authority or not, we are all called
to use what power and influence we have
with grace and truth, and to exercise power
and influence in service to God and for the
good of others.
Rosabeth Moss Kanter, “Power Failure in Management Circuits” Harvard Business Review (July–August
1979), 65–66.

1

Do you desire to know the triune God more profoundly and intimately? Do you aspire to progress
from superficial to substantive apprehension of
Him? Take time today to ponder God’s actions in
the world around you. Then ask Him to make
Himself known to you as you meditate on His
Word, works, and ways.
SCRIPTURES FOR FURTHER REFLECTION

Psalm 8:3–4, 9; Isaiah 25:1; Colossians 1:15–17;
John 14:16–17; Hebrews 4:12
2
The phrase “cloud of unknowing” comes from an anonymous, late-14th-century Christian classic.
2
Based on content in Kenneth Boa, Conformed to His Image,
Rev. ed. (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2020), 153.

