
It has been said that how one dies reflects 
how one has lived. For instance, the Amer-
ican rationalistic philosopher and lecturer 
Theodore Parker said on his deathbed in 
1860, “Oh, that I had known the art of life, 
or found some book or some man to tell me 
how to live.” And Yusuf Saladin, a sultan of 
Egypt and Syria in the 12th century, com-
manded that his death shroud be fastened 
to a lance: “Go carry this lance, unfurl this 
banner, and while you lift up this standard, 
proclaim this: ‘This is all that remains of 
Saladin the Great, the Conqueror and King 
of the Empire, of all his glory.’” 

While both Parker and Saladin died 
without embracing a Christian perspective 
on death or salvation, millions of others 
have—and have revealed their commitment 
in their final words. Take the apostle Paul, for 
instance. From a Roman prison, Paul wrote 
the last letter of his life to his protégé, Tim-
othy. The calm and spiritual repose reflected 
by his words stands in stark contrast to the 
sense of futility and hopelessness of many 
who pass through death without hope for 
their future or contentment with their past. 

Paul knew that his earthly life was 
almost over. Still, his tone in the letter is 
unperturbed. Paul saw that his life had been 
like a race and that he was just about to step 
across the finish line. When the course is 
complete and the race has been won, there is 
nothing but satisfaction and peace in which 
to revel. 

The way Paul died was a reflection of 
how he had lived. His consuming passion 
was being faithful to the One who had 

called him out of darkness and into light. 
Because he had “kept the faith” that had 
been entrusted to him, he was ready to see 
face-to-face the One he had served in life. 

Are you living today so that your last 
days will be characterized by peace and 
contentment? Why not renew your intent 
to have the days of your death be a glorious 
reflection of the days of your life?

GOD’S PROMISE: 
The purpose with which you live will 
be the purpose with which you die.
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HOW TO DIE

THE PROMISES OF GOD
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Read 2 Timothy 4:6–8
“I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the 
faith; in the future there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, 
which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day; and 
not only to me, but also to all who have loved His appearing.” (4:7–8)

A teaching letter encouraging believers to develop a clear mind and a warm heart
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Lord Jesus, You have called Your followers to be Your witnesses even to the remotest 
part of the earth. You have also instilled within us the divine power of the Holy 
Spirit to accomplish in and through us what we could never dream of doing alone. 
Nothing is more satisfying than seeing radical and permanent life change in others, 
and You have called us to enjoy that immense privilege. As we seek to be faithful to the 
process, we can leave the results in Your hands. We know that some will respond with 
enthusiasm, others with indifference, and still others with hostility. We know that we 
cannot manipulate the outcome, and that we should not be surprised if we encounter 
opposition when we share the good news about Jesus, especially in today’s post-truth 
world. Your Word is truth; may we not depart from it.

SHARING THE GOOD NEWS
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year. Use the enclosed envelope or 
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we know it all. People like that are very difficult 
to be around.

If anything, as the years go by, we should 
begin to realize how little we know and be 
astounded at our ignorance. It takes a certain 
measure of knowledge to know how little we 
know. (Ironic, isn’t it?) But the best authorities 
in any given field are the ones who know 
enough to know how little they know. When 
you suddenly realize that you don’t have it all 
figured out, the adjustment can be difficult, 
especially for people who have enjoyed a 
modicum of success as the world defines it. 
Still, the first quality of true humility is a 
teachable spirit.

The second quality we see in a humble 
person is a willingness to seek wise counsel. 
Humble people are never too proud to seek 
out the wisdom of others before making 
important decisions. The Bible advises, “Plans 
fail for lack of counsel, but with many advisers 
they succeed” (Proverbs 15:22 NIV).

The third quality of humble people is 
submissiveness—that is, they are willing to 
be under authority. This is a difficult concept 
to accept and follow, especially if you’re an 
entrepreneur, a leader, or—as most Ameri-
cans are taught to be—a “self-made” man (or 
woman). Ultimately, we all must submit to the 
authority of God, and we must also yield to 

If Jesus Is the perfect example of humil-
ity in the New Testament, Moses personified 
humility in the Old Testament. Numbers 
12:3 contains a parenthetical statement that 
was inserted into the text; it reads: “Now, 
Moses was a very humble man, more humble 
than anyone else on the face of the earth” 
(NIV). Moses was a man of authority, power, 
and charisma, to be sure, but he manifested 
this disciplined strength through his utter 
willingness and desire to please the heavenly 
Father—a mark of humility.  

In Isaiah 57:15, God says,

I dwell on a high and holy place, 
And also with the contrite and lowly 

of spirit, 
In order to revive the spirit of the lowly 
And to revive the heart of the contrite.  

Later, in Isaiah 66:2 (NIV), we read, 

These are the ones I look on with favor: 
those who are humble and contrite in 
spirit, and who tremble at my word.

The Bible repeatedly emphasizes that God op-
poses the proud but gives grace to the humble 
(Psalm 138:6; Proverbs 3:34; Matthew 23:12; 
James 4:6; 1 Peter 5:5). Those who are proud 
have an inappropriate and inflated view of 

themselves. They attribute their accomplish-
ments to their own efforts and fail to acknowl-
edge that everything they are and have comes 
directly from God’s hand.

One way to summarize the Bible’s mes-
sage is that it is God telling us, “I am God, 
and you are not.” Humility flows out of a 
proper assessment of ourselves before God. 
Moses was a powerful man, but he was also 
a humble man because he saw himself in the 
light of God and sought God’s honor and 
reputation, not his own.  

When people come to grips with their 
desperate need for the grace and mercy of God, 
there are three characteristics that become 
evident. First, they have a teachable spirit. 
They understand that they are constantly 
under construction. When we’re young, we 
struggle with focus and direction and fool-
ishness. In our middle years, we struggle with 
double-mindedness and entanglement. But 
the struggle of our older years is that we have a 
tendency to become unteachable. We suppose 
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HUMILITY, PART 3

THE HUMILITY OF MOSES 

Humility flows out of a proper 

assessment of ourselves before God.

“

NEXT MONTH: 
Humility, Part 4 

“Solomon’s Homily on Humility”

1 This is assuming the earthly authority isn’t asking us to do 
something contrary to God’s higher law and authority. 

All Scriptures quoted in this newsletter are from the New American Standard Bible®, Copyright © 1960, 1971, 1977, 1995 (LaHabra, CA: The Lockman Foundation), as found on BibleGateway.com, except where another translation is indicated. 

MODERN PENSÉES 
FROM KEN BOA

with Laura Banning

Much of our anxiety would disappear if we rec-
ognized one simple fact: Nothing we have or are 
belongs to us, nor can we take credit for anything 
good that we do. Everything is gift and grace. Our 
possessions, our time, our abilities, our relation-
ships, our opportunities—all of these are gifts from 
our heavenly Father (James 1:17). We cannot earn 
these gifts, and we don’t deserve them. They come 
to us purely out of God’s grace. 

If God gave us what we deserved, we would still 
be under His judgment. Instead, He has given us 
salvation through Jesus Christ, and out of this one 
most precious gift flows every other spiritual bless-
ing—everything we need for the life to which He 
calls us. This means that our lives, our possessions, 
and our ministry belong to Him, not us. Our role, 
then, is to be stewards of everything God has given 
us, whether little or much, with the single goal of 
pleasing and honoring Him.

APPLICATION

Are you anxious about money, time, or relation-
ships? How would your mindset change about 
those things if you recognized yourself as a steward 
of them rather than as their owner? Does it give 
you a greater sense of freedom (rather than a weight 
of obligation) knowing that every opportunity for 
ministry and service is a gift from God that He has 
prepared beforehand for you?

SCRIPTURES FOR FURTHER REFLECTION

• John 1:16

• 1 Corinthians 4:7

• 2 Corinthians 9:8

“Everything is gift and grace.” ““

• Ephesians 1:3

• James 1:17

the authority of those he has placed us under: 
pastors, elders, governmental leaders (Romans 
13:1–7; 1 Peter 2:13–15). In some mysterious 
way, to rebel against those divinely appointed 
earthly authorities is to rebel against God.1

Peter, as an older, wiser leader in the 
church, wrote, “Therefore humble yourselves 
under the mighty hand of God, that He may 
exalt you at the proper time, casting all your 
anxiety on Him, because He cares for you”  
(1 Peter 5:6–7). Anxiety builds up in all of us 
from time to time. When it does, we’ve taken 
a burden back on ourselves that we were never 
meant to carry. We can give it back to God and 
put ourselves under His mighty hand, know-
ing that He cares for us and will take care of 
recognition at the proper time. Nothing that 
we do for His pleasure will go unrecognized.  
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