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A teaching letter encouraging believers to develop a clear mind and a warm heart

Read Deuteronomy 10:12–13
“Now, Israel, what does the Lord your God require from you, but to fear
the Lord your God, to walk in all His ways and love Him, and to serve the
Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul . . . ” (v. 12).
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What’s the power of
an eternal perspective?
An eternal perspective can change everything,
and it can help you to make sense of the story
you are living right now. This perspective brings
redemption to pain and suffering. It forces you
to reexamine what you believe, and it refocuses
your heart and mind daily, even hourly. It reminds
you that, while life on earth is important, it’s not
all there is. An eternal perspective helps you
better understand and live your new life in Christ.
It helps you see the true story about yourself—
God’s story, a story far better than you could ever
imagine for yourself. It’s a story embedded in a
greater story, one that begins and ends well.1
Kenneth Boa, Rewriting Your Broken Story: The Power of an Eternal
Perspective (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2016), 10, 11.

Sometimes teenagers think freedom is the
right “to do what I want” and that rules are
parents’ irrational way of limiting that
freedom. Parents, on the other hand, view
freedom as the opportunity “to do what I
ought,” rules being the parameters within
which true freedom can be safely and beneficially enjoyed.
Why the disconnect between the two
views? The answer goes beyond parent-teen
relationships to the sometimes-painful
transition from immaturity to maturity.
When a mother tells a small child that he
can play anywhere he wants to in the front
yard, but that he must not step down the
curb and go into the street, the child sees
a limitation to test. The mother, however,
knows that she has just given her child the
best of both worlds—complete freedom
within wise boundaries and total protection.
When children and young people
mature, and especially when they start
having children of their own, their views
of freedom suddenly align with those of
their parents. Abruptly—sometimes, almost
miraculously—they understand that the
rules their parents laid down were for their
own good.
We see the same dynamic at work in
the early years of God’s relationship with
His childlike nation, Israel. For 400 years
the Hebrews had chafed under Pharaoh’s
rules—enforced not for the good of the
slaves, but for the good of Egypt. So when
God started giving out new rules, first 10
major ones followed by more than 600 lesser
ones, they may have wondered if they had
been “redeemed” from one version of slavery
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into another. They lacked the insight that
the rules were being given for their good, not
God’s (Deut. 6:1–3, 24–25).
Do you ever view God’s rules, or His
actions, as designed to limit your enjoyment
of life? Scripture frequently reminds us that,
like the wisest of fathers, God has a good
purpose for everything He asks us to do—
and not to do. Where God’s guidelines for
life are concerned, wisdom is revealed when
we stop chafing against His law and start
embracing it.
GOD’S PROMISE:
His commands are the doorway
to freedom and fullness of life.
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CHARACTER ABOVE COMFORT
God of grace and comfort, when I consider the state of the church in the world today,
I realize that its greatest vitality is no longer in Europe and North America, but in Asia,
Africa, and South America. The secularization, materialism, and pragmatism of the
West has diminished our spiritual power, and we have compartmentalized our faith
to the degree that there seem to be few real differences between professing Christians
and the rest of the population. I confess that we have become more concerned about
our comfort than about our character and convictions, and we have become soft.
I pray that we would cultivate hearts of gratitude for Your many provisions, and that
we would be more generous in investing the resources You have given us for the spread
of the gospel so that we participate more dynamically in the Great Commission.
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RECOGNIZING
OUR BLIND SPOTS

HUMILITY, PART 5

HUMILITY IN THE FACE OF PROSPERITY
Israel’s pride led them to disobey
God’s commands, so God invested 40 years
in developing their humility and obedience.
God took them into the desert to show them
how vulnerable they were (and how vulnerable we are). In Deuteronomy 8, we see the
relationship between prosperity and humility
and between difficulty and pride:
When you have eaten and are satisfied, you shall bless the Lord your
God for the good land which He has
given you.
Beware that you do not forget
the Lord your God by not keeping
His commandments and His ordinances and His statutes which I am
commanding you today; otherwise,
when you have eaten and are satisfied, and have built good houses and
lived in them, and when your herds
and your flocks multiply, and your
silver and gold multiply, and all that
you have multiplies, then your heart
will become proud and you will forget the Lord your God who brought
you out from the land of Egypt, out
of the house of slavery. . . .

Otherwise, you may say in your
heart, “My power and the strength
of my hand made me this wealth.”
But you shall remember the Lord
your God, for it is He who is giving
you power to make wealth, that He
may confirm His covenant which He
swore to your fathers, as it is this day.
(Deut. 8:10–14, 17–18)
In this passage, Moses exhorts the people
to remember, after they take the land and
flourish, that everything they have has come
to them as a gift from the Lord. They are to
walk in humility before their God and not
think they have achieved these things themselves. One of the great dangers of success is
that we deceive ourselves into the arrogant
belief that we ourselves have brought it about.
We are like Bart Simpson, who prays at the
dinner table, “Dear God, we paid for all this
stuff ourselves, so thanks for nothing!”

God can give wealth, and He can give
poverty. He can raise you up; He can take you
down. Sometimes it is the severe mercy of God
to impoverish you because you were getting
too cocky. He may need to take away some of
your toys until you get the message.
We are all born with closed hands. Babies
come into the world with their hands balled
up into tiny fists. As we get older, we learn to
hold tightly to things—handlebars and lunch
boxes, bats and balls, other people’s hands.
When we start out in the business world, we
grab the lowest rung on the corporate ladder,
and we hold on for dear life until we can
clutch the next one. We clutch and scrape for
whatever position or prestige we can garner.
Perhaps one day we’ll find ourselves hanging
on to canes and walkers or even the edge of
a hospital bed. We cling tightly to life itself
until we die. Then, perhaps because our focus
will no longer be on ourselves and this earthly
realm, we can finally relax our grip.

“

You open Your hand
and satisfy the desire
of every living thing.
(Psalm 145:16)

What a contrast between our hands
and the hands of God! Throughout the
Bible, God opens His hands to provide
food, protection, blessing, love, and support. The psalmist writes,
You open Your hand
And satisfy the desire of every
living thing. (Psalm 145:16)
When God came to this earth in the
person of Jesus of Nazareth, He taught,
loved, served, and blessed. But most of
all, He opened His hands and touched.
He refused to clutch or cling tightly to
His rights and privileges. Instead, He
opened His hands and, in the most startling example of humility the world has
ever known, stretched out His arms on
the cross to pay for our failures.
May this example inspire us all,
every day.

All Scriptures quoted in this newsletter are from the New American Standard Bible®, Copyright © 1960, 1971, 1977, 1995 (LaHabra, CA: The Lockman Foundation), as found on BibleGateway.com, except where another translation is indicated.

Martin Luther remains one of the greatest leaders and
reformers in church history. Yet he was also plagued
by an antisemitic attitude. His strong dislike for the
Jewish people was evident in his book titled The Jews
and Their Lies.
It’s easy to marvel at how Luther could’ve been
so blind in one area when he was so clear-minded in
other areas. But we too can suffer the same type of
blindness, perhaps more often than we’d like to admit.
It’s a delicate balance: believing tenaciously in the
absolutes of God’s Word while maintaining humility
when applying His Word to our own cultural issues
and situations—realizing we can sometimes be wrong.
Today’s civilization is the first in history to deny
the existence of an absolute. As a result, those who
follow the culture instead of Christ have no basis for
terms like “good” and “bad.” They can speak of the
“progress” or “evolution” of culture, but these concepts have no meaning if there is no “better good” to
progress toward.
As Christians, we know that there is an Absolute,
and goodness and badness are defined by God in His
Word. Using His standards as our measure, it’s clear
that we, as a society, have progressed over the years
in some areas: race relations, ecology, women’s rights,
and child labor laws, for example (though we’re far
from perfect in these areas still). We are also much
more sophisticated in our communication, transportation, and technology. On the other hand, we
have not made positive progress in the area of sexual
morality—if anything, we have devolved.
We must always be aware of our penchant for
cultural blindness—for failing to recognize the weaknesses of our own culture, and not applying God’s
Word correctly to our context. Englishman William
Wilberforce is well known for rising above his own
culture’s current; his singular influence contributed
to both the transformation of morals and the abolition of the slave trade (and ultimately slavery itself )
in England. May we heed his positive example and
take warning from Luther’s negative example (with
respect to his attitude toward the Jews) as we live out
the gospel in our own time.

