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DIVINE FOLLOW-THROUGH

THE PROMISES OF GOD
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Read Philippians 1:6
“For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began  

a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.”

A teaching letter encouraging believers to develop a clear mind and a warm heart
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God of mercy and grace, without You I was on a path that led only to disappointment, 
emptiness, and death. In Your severe mercy, You brought me to a realization of my 
condition and my real need, and You caused me to see my spiritual bankruptcy. 
Through the way of brokenness, You graciously drew me to an understanding of my 
inadequacy and futility. It was only then that I could see clearly enough to reach out 
for Your grace and transforming power. I thank You for the circumstances and the 
people You used to bring this about, and I realize that You have now given me the 
great privilege of acting as Your agent of reconciliation so that I can participate in Your 
process of bringing others to faith in Christ. I give thanks for Your many gifts, and I 
ask You to guide and empower me to share them with others.

Watch your child at tennis practice and 
it won’t be long before the coach barks, 
“Follow through on that forehand! Follow 
through! Follow through!” Then at junior 
high basketball practice, the coach sounds 
like a broken record as the team practices 
free throws: “Follow through after you 
release the ball. Follow-through is the key.” 
And it’s the same for swinging a golf club or 
a baseball bat.

What’s so important about follow- 
through? It gives evidence that one under-
stands the entire event, the whole process, 
the total requirement. And experience 
has shown that those who follow through 
consistently are most successful—whether 
in sports or in life. Follow-through means 
putting away the tools after working on the 
car, folding and putting away the clothes 
when they’re dry, and leaving the kitchen 
spotless after preparing a five-course meal. 
These examples illustrate why we don’t fol-
low through naturally—the less glamorous 
the task, the more discipline required to 
complete it.

But while we don’t always follow 
through naturally, the fact that we agree 
with the importance of this last step is a sign 
that we are God’s creatures. And when it 
comes to follow-through, God never fails. 
In fact, His grand and sweeping purpose 
for our lives is one bold demonstration of 
His beginning-to-end, start-to-finish way of 
doing things.

Paul summarized this truth for us in 
Philippians when he wrote that God “who 
began a good work in you will perfect it 
until the day of Christ Jesus” (1:6). In other 
words, God didn’t call us to Himself only 

to leave us wandering around trying to 
find heaven on our own. His purpose is 
specific—to conform us to the likeness of 
His own Son (Rom. 8:29). 

You may jab at a jump shot, punch 
at a putt, or force a forehand—and in so 
doing, learn something about the necessity 
of follow-through. But to see a glorious 
example of follow-through in action, look 
in the mirror. If you are a Christian, today 
you are one step closer to meeting Jesus face-
to-face (1 Cor. 13:12). God always finishes 
what He starts.

GOD’S PROMISE: 
What God has begun in you  
He will certainly complete.

RE
FL

EC
TI

O
N

S 
M

IN
IS

TR
IE

S
YH
WH

THE PATH OF 
BROKENNESS

NEW RESOURCE!

30%
OFF

THIS MONTH ONLY

Paperback: $12  $8.40 
Bonded leather: $25  $17.50

Handbook to Renewal is the latest in Ken Boa’s 
popular handbook series to be released in paperback. 
This handbook is the perfect one to use to begin or 
end your day. The daily entries are short enough to 
read in 5 minutes, but substantive and well-rounded 
in their coverage of Scripture—providing rich fodder 
for meditating on His Word day and night.  
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What does God look for in a leader? 
Why is it that when Jesse and Samuel were 
looking at Eliab, God was looking at David? 
God’s qualifications for leadership are evident 
in 1 Samuel 16:7: “Man looks at the outward 
appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.” 

Why is the condition of a person’s heart 
such a big deal? 

All we have to do is look just one genera-
tion after David to see the tragedy that awaits 
a leader whose heart is not right before God. 
We know from Solomon’s conversation with 
the Lord in 1 Kings 3:6, along with other 
evidence, that Solomon began his reign well. 
But he was half-hearted. Just a few chapters 
later we read:

For when Solomon was old, his wives 
turned his heart away after other 
gods; and his heart was not wholly 
devoted to the Lord his God, as the 
heart of David his father had been. . . .  
Solomon did what was evil in the 
sight of the Lord, and did not follow 
the Lord fully, as David his father 
had done. . . . So the Lord said to 
Solomon, “Because you have done 
this, and you have not kept My cov-
enant and My statutes, which I have 
commanded you, I will surely tear the 
kingdom from you, and will give it to 
your servant.” (1 Kings 11:4, 6, 11)

Whatever else qualifies people for lead-
ership, no one is qualified for greatness—by 
God’s standard—until his or her heart is 
ready. The leader’s prayer and focus of effort 
must center here. Skills, intelligence, and hard 
work are all required, but God reminds us in 
His Word that, in the final analysis, one thing 
makes the difference: the heart. 

david had a Whole heart for God. 
Although he often succumbed to infidelity 
and foolishness, David always returned to 
God. He continually pursued Him. He was 
unwilling to give up on God. 

sometimes the leaders God raises up 
are not the ones that our world system would 
choose to elevate. First Samuel 16 offers a 
classic case in point. 

At this point in the Bible, Israel has a king, 
but Saul has become a great disappointment. 
He started well enough but has succumbed 
to folly and arrogance. He is no longer God’s 
man because he chooses to walk in disobedi-
ence and rebellion. So the Lord sends Samuel 
to anoint a new king. God tells Samuel that 
He will choose the new king from among the 
sons of Jesse of Bethlehem (1 Sam. 16:1). 
Samuel obeys the Lord and goes to Bethle-
hem, where God tells him to anoint the one 
He indicates (v. 3). 

So Samuel did what the Lord said, 
and came to Bethlehem. And the 
elders of the city came trembling to 
meet him and said, “Do you come 
in peace?” He said, “In peace; I have 
come to sacrifice to the Lord. Con-
secrate yourselves and come with me 
to the sacrifice.” He also consecrated 
Jesse and his sons and invited them 
to the sacrifice.

REFLECTIONS | The Teaching Letter of Dr. Kenneth Boa One Piedmont Center, Suite 130 • Atlanta, GA 30305 | info@kenboa.org

THE MAKING OF A LEADER, PART THREE

THAT’S THE NEXT KING?! 

Lynn Anderson, in his book The Shepherd’s 
Song, writes:

Because he was a man after God’s 
own heart, David never gave up 
on his relationship with God. This 
is precisely what is godlike about 
David’s heart. 

God did not give up on His relation-
ship with David, either. Nor does He 
give up on us. No matter where we 
are, or what we have done, or where 
things appear to be headed at this 
point in life, He is calling us on. All 
we have to do is follow.1 

We become what our desires make us. 
This is why Jesus stresses the importance of 
the pure heart and the clear eye (Matt. 5:8; 
7:5). Danish theologian and philosopher 
Søren Kierkegaard saw double-mindedness as 
the essential disease of the human heart. His 
book Purity of Heart Is to Will One Thing is a 
meditation on the statement from James 4:8: 
“Purify your hearts, you double-minded.” The 
disease diagnosed by Kierkegaard is the failure 
to have a life that is focused on one thing. It is 
the failure to make an ultimate commitment 
to what Kierkegaard calls “the Good”—what 
Jesus spoke of as seeking first the kingdom of 
God (Matt. 6:33).

When we have divided hearts, we have 
divided loyalties. We become like those James 
describes: “like the surf of the sea, driven and 
tossed by the wind” (1:6). Jesus’ parable of the 
sower is instructive to our oft-divided selves. 
Recall that, in the story, some of the seeds 
(representing God’s Word) fall among thorns 
and get choked out by “the worries of the 
world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the 
desires for other things” (Mark 4:19).

a life characterized by ambivalence is 
painful. We are pushed and pulled in many 
directions, longing for intimacy with God and 
yet running from it at the same time. 

NEXT MONTH: 
The Making of a Leader, Part 4 

“Recognizing Readiness to Lead”

All Scriptures quoted in this newsletter are from the New American Standard Bible®, Copyright © 1960, 1971, 1977, 1995 (LaHabra, CA: The Lockman Foundation), as found on BibleGateway.com, except where another translation is indicated. 
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When they entered, he looked at 
Eliab and thought, “Surely the 
Lord’s anointed is before Him.” 
But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do 
not look at his appearance or at the 
height of his stature, because I have 
rejected him; for God sees not as 
man sees, for man looks at the out-
ward appearance, but the Lord looks 
at the heart.” (1 Sam. 16:4–7)

Even the prophet was fooled. When Sam-
uel looked at Jesse’s oldest son, Eliab, he natu-
rally assumed that God must have chosen this 
noble and sturdy young man to be the Lord’s 
anointed leader. But the Lord makes clear 
that the people He chooses to do great things 
for Him are called based on inward character, 
not on outward impressiveness. That which 
impresses humans isn’t impressive to God; 
God looks for the quality of the heart.  

Later in the story, we find out that Jesse, 
David’s father, didn’t even include David in 
the lineup of his sons (1 Sam. 16:8–11). He 
was an afterthought to Jesse. But qualification 
for leadership is not measured by inches or 
pounds or degrees or background. 

We want to be generous but find ourselves hoarding 
and covetous. We want to help others, but our service is 
often driven by arrogance and a desire to be recognized. 

This is a life expressed in Augustine’s famous request, 
when he both longed for purity and innocence and yet was 
unready to change his lifestyle and feared losing pleasure: 
“Grant me chastity . . . but not yet.”2 The apostle Paul also 
faced this type of inner conflict: “For what I am doing, I do 
not understand; for I am not practicing what I would like 
to do, but I am doing the very thing I hate” (Rom. 7:15). 

The capacity of the human heart for duplicity is 
staggering. Yet, it is possible, with the Holy Spirit’s help, 
to achieve a heart united in its passion for God. Clifford 
Williams writes:

We possess singleness [of heart] when we are not 
pulled in opposite directions and when we act 
without wanting something further for ourselves. 
Our inner drives do not conflict; they are aimed 
in one direction. The motives we appear to have 
are the ones we really have. Our inner focus is 
unified and our public posture corresponds with 
it. We are not, in short, divided . . .3 

If we get caught up in seeking the finite rather than 
the One for whom we were made and whom we are meant 
to pursue, the result will be misery. Jesus’ words to His 
friend Martha offer a beautiful counter to the heart of 
duplicity. Although Martha’s hostessing activities were  
not wrong, her heart (as revealed by her complaint about 
her sister Mary) needed correction: “Martha, Martha, you 
are worried and bothered about so many things; but only 
one thing is necessary” (Luke 10:41–42). 

May His words remind us as well that the Lord looks 
not so much to our outer works as to the condition of 
our hearts. 

1 Lynn Anderson, The Shepherd’s Song: Finding the Heart to Go On (West 
Monroe, LA: Howard, 1996), 191.
2 Augustine, Confessions, 2nd ed., trans. F. J. Sheed, ed. Michael P. Foley 
(Indianapolis, IN: Hackett Publishing, 2006), 152.
3 Clifford Williams, Singleness of Heart: Restoring the Divided Soul (Grand 
Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans, 1994), 10.
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