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FROM TANGLES TO TAPESTRY

THE PROMISES OF GOD
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Read Job 42:1–6; 10–17
“I had heard of you by the hearing of the ear, but now my eye sees you;

therefore I despise myself, and repent in dust and ashes.” (42:5–6)

“How could he do this to me?” the movie’s 
main character sobs as she considers what 
her rival has just revealed—that Mr. Right, 
whom the audience knows is undeniably 
perfect for her, has asked another woman 
to marry him. For the next hour, the rival’s 
plot works: The main couple grow further 
apart, each confused by the other’s words 
and actions. That is, until the plot twists, 
the rival’s deceptive plan is revealed, and Mr. 
and Ms. Right get to live happily ever after.

This classic storytelling technique has 
worked for film directors for years. Such 
scripts provide tension, apprehension, expla-
nations, revelation, questions, and answers, 
leading to relief and closure. By the end of 
the story, a tapestry seen before only from 
the back side—a myriad of loose ends and 
tangled threads—is now seen from the front 
in all its beauty and sensibility.

Do you think this only happens in the 
movies? Think again. This is exactly what 
life is like in our sinful and fallen world. 
When we look at our lives, sometimes we 
see only the back side of the tapestry (see 
1 Cor. 13:12), and we love it when we get 
a glimpse of the front side. In a way, this 
is what happened to Job in this passage 
when he sat down with God to have a very 
confusing part of his life explained. And in a 
way similar to a tricky plot twist in a movie, 
Job learned something completely different, 
but also completely better, than what he had 
thought he was going to learn.

Job had gone through a period of 
extreme suffering. He had lost his wealth, 
his children, his health, and his wife’s and 
friends’ support. To make matters worse, he 
didn’t have a clue as to why any of this had 
happened. After hours of exhausting dia-

logue with his friends about the situation, 
Job finally got to talk with God (Job 38:1). 
When God had finished speaking, Job still 
didn’t know why he had suffered so much. 
But for the first time, he saw who God really 
is: the God who plans the details of our 
lives, and whose plans cannot be thwarted. 
Through this experience, Job better under-
stood God’s sovereignty and glimpsed the 
front of his life’s tapestry.

Read Job’s story for yourself to see if his 
conclusion transforms your life as well, from 
tangles to tapestry.

GOD’S PROMISE: 
Living in peace comes from  

trusting in God’s plan for your life.
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A teaching letter encouraging believers to develop a clear mind and a warm heart
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Father, I praise Your name that You have given me eternal life in Jesus Christ, a new 
quality of life that is meant to flow out of my inner being and bear lasting fruit in the lives 
of others. I delight in the liberating truth that I do not need to be an impressive person 
who has accomplished significant things by the standards of this world. Instead, You use 
ordinary people to accomplish extraordinary things, because the power of Your kingdom 
is of an utterly different nature than the powers known to the world. I do not need to 
be wise, mighty, or noble to be used in profound ways by You. I thank You for the many 
examples in the Bible that make this clear. May I look to You, follow You, know You, 
discern Your desires for my life, and submit my will to Your desires, knowing that You 
want to bear abiding fruit in and through me.
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privilege of playing a part in another person’s 
eternal destiny (by introducing them to the 
Savior)? Although it’s God who saves, even 
just participating in His saving work can bring 
about tremendous gratitude and joy that we 
would otherwise not experience if we were not 
working alongside God every step of the way.

DISCIPLINE IN MINISTRY 

Ministry requires discipline. It requires 
prayer, reading and knowing God’s Word, 
and worship; it also benefits from a host 
of other spiritual disciplines. We must be 
careful about our motivation in practicing 
the disciplines. Partaking in the disciplines as 
ends in themselves results in fruitlessness and 
death in the long run. Dallas Willard wrote, 
“Spirituality wrongly understood or pursued is 
a major source of human misery and rebellion 
against God.”1 Reading the Bible, praying, 
fasting, or going to church won’t help much 
when done as ends in themselves. But if 
they’re tools that help you show up and meet 
with God regularly, then they’re serving the 
purpose God intended and will, in turn, lead 
to fruitful ministry. 

Having the right motivation doesn’t 
mean we always feel like engaging in the spir-
itual disciplines that are needed for effective 
ministry. In fact, disciplines are often more 
a matter of choice than feeling. Part of disci-

Ministry is Messy. This is because ministry 
involves people, and people are messed 
up. Our perfect model in ministry is Jesus 
Himself, and even though He Himself 
was perfect, His ministry was still messy. 
He touched lepers. He wept with grieving 
families. He hung out with those considered 
“lowly” in His day: children, tax collectors, 
prostitutes, social outcasts. He regularly 
encountered opposition from enemies. He 
often served without being thanked. He 
preached and taught without receiving words 
of affirmation (from His earthly audience, 
that is). 

Ministry is ultimately about Jesus living 
in and through you. Ministry is being His 
hands and feet, sacrificially serving others 
today as He did 2,000 years ago.

Nothing we will be called to do in service 
to others will be as “messy” or as difficult as 
what Christ did on our behalf. He will never 
call us to do something for others that He 
hasn’t done, to a far greater extent, for us. 
Recognizing this fact should change our 
perspective and our attitude.

When we decide to take seriously the 
challenge to be an ambassador for Christ, 
to develop a mindset of ministry, we will 
take one of two approaches. Either we will 
try to learn and impart skills (an outside-in 
approach), or we will focus on allowing the 
Spirit of Christ to change us from the inside 
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pline is showing up even when we don’t feel 
like it. However, spiritual disciplines are not 
necessarily unpleasant. A disciplined life is 
characterized by love, joy, and peace, so we 
may assume that some of the disciplines might 
actually be pleasant.

SPREADING HIS FRAGRANCE

What we do today has eternal consequences. 
Our actions ripple forever. Because our value 
system is so vastly different from heaven’s value 
system, it could be that what turns out to be 
our most significant day of ministry will seem 
to us to have been a day wasted. Odds are 
that our most effective time of ministry will 
not appear on our daily calendar. We might 
even consider it an inconvenience at the time. 
But from God’s perspective, a seeming “inter-
ruption” may become the thing we’re most 
remembered for—a centerpiece in our legacy. 

In other words, we need to embrace the 
messiness of ministry. To do so, we need 
to live not only with discipline but with 
margin—allowing ourselves those nooks and 
crannies of time in our schedule so we can 
remain attentive to the promptings of the 
Holy Spirit. If we’re overly busy, we might just 
miss our moment of greatest impact.

Leaders and ministers who leave the big-
gest impact, ironically, aren’t remembered so 
much for their own names but for the One 

All Scriptures quoted in this newsletter are from the New American Standard Bible®, Copyright © 1960, 1971, 1977, 1995 (LaHabra, CA: The Lockman Foundation), as found on BibleGateway.com, except where another translation is indicated. 
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out—that is, to shape our character to be 
more Christlike. Only the latter approach is 
ultimately effective, resulting in the humility 
and selflessness needed to continually grow 
and learn. In spite of this fact, most semi-
naries do not concentrate on development of 
character nearly as much as they concentrate 
on development of skills or knowledge. 
(Granted, character is hard to teach, since it’s 
something that grows in us over time by the 
power of God; He uses our circumstances and 
experiences to mold us into who He wants us 
to be for His purposes.)

Ministry, first and foremost, should flow 
out of who we are (our character), which in 
turn flows out of our relationship with Christ. 
Ministry is our response to God’s invitation 
to join Him in what He is doing.

A true ministry mindset understands how 
dispensable we are, and that it’s only because 
of God’s grace that we participate with Him 
in His work. Realizing that the work is His, 
not ours, allows us to take great risks. As He 
calls us to step out in faith, esteeming His 
agenda above our own, we can respond like 
children jumping into the arms of a Father 
who has promised not to drop us.

Ministry is a truly rewarding adventure. 
It’s not always fun. It’s certainly not con-
venient. And it’s often messy. But it yields 
lasting contentment and joy like no other 
activity on earth. What can compare to the 

THE MAKING OF A LEADER, PART SIX

THE MESSINESS 
OF MINISTRY

they radiated so clearly: Christ. Indeed, making much of 
Jesus is the principal goal of every one of His followers. 
This goal is encapsulated perfectly in a prayer famously 
adapted by Mother Theresa from John Henry Newman; 
the original, titled “Radiating Christ,” reads as follows: 

Dear Lord, help me to spread thy fragrance every-
where I go. 

Flood my soul with Thy spirit and life. 
Penetrate and possess our whole being so utterly 

that all my life may only be a radiance of Thine. 
Shine through me, and be so in me that every soul 

I come in contact with may feel Thy presence 
in my soul. 

Let them look up and see no longer me but only 
Thee O Lord!

Stay with me, and then I shall begin to shine as Thou  
shinest; so to shine as to be a light to others. 

The light O Lord will be all from Thee; none of 
it will be mine; 

It will be Thou, shining on others through me.2 

This prayer beautifully captures the essence of 
ministry, evangelism, and Christlike leadership. May He 
indeed shine His light in and through us, that those we 
meet may come to know and be built up in Him. 

1  Dallas Willard, The Spirit of the Disciplines (San Francisco, CA: Harper & 
Row, 1988), 91.
2  John Henry Cardinal Newman, in Lucinda Vardey (comp.), Mother 
Theresa: A Simple Path (New York: Ballantine Books, 1995), 165.
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