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NO ACCIDENTS WITH GOD

THE PROMISES OF GOD
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Read Genesis 50:20 
“As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good  

in order to bring about this present result, to preserve many people alive.”

History is filled with ironies that stand as a 
worthy defense for the idea that Someone 
is at work behind the scenes. Consider a 
young Jewish zealot named Saul, who took 
part in the persecution of the early church. 
By helping to kill Stephen, the church’s first 
martyr, Saul only managed to cause the 
church to flee, go underground, and grow 
(Acts 7:54–8:3). Without a doubt, God is 
an expert at turning the evil intent of some 
people into results that are good for others.

Consider Joseph, who, other than Jesus 
Himself, is quite possibly history’s greatest 
example of God transforming evil into good. 
God raised up Joseph from a position of slav-
ery in Egypt to a position of authority second 
only to Pharaoh. When the region where 
Joseph’s family lived experienced a famine, 
God used Joseph’s authority to provide “the 
Hebrews” (the 70-plus members of Jacob’s 
family) with a place to live in Egypt, thus 
allowing God’s chosen people to survive. 

But the irony increases. The Hebrew 
shepherds were detestable to the sophisti-
cated Egyptians—so detestable that Jacob’s 
family was placed in a corner of Egypt so 
that the natives wouldn’t have to intermingle 
with them (Gen. 43:32; 46:34). Later, after 
the Hebrews had been made slaves, they 
remained virtually untouched racially for 400 
years. By the time of the Exodus, they had 
grown into a nation of several million people.

Of course, our Lord Jesus is the supreme 
example of God turning people’s evil intent 
into good. Peter put it best in his sermon 
at Pentecost: “Men of Israel, listen to these 
words: Jesus the Nazarene, a man attested 
to you by God with miracles and wonders 
and signs which God performed through 
Him in your midst, just as you yourselves 
know—this Man, delivered over by the pre-

determined plan and foreknowledge of God, 
you nailed to a cross by the hands of godless 
men and put Him to death. But God raised 
Him up again, putting an end to the agony 
of death, since it was impossible for Him to 
be held in its power” (Acts 2:23). 

Have you experienced anything, maybe 
even something ill-intended, that made you 
wonder, “Where is God?” Rest assured, 
there are no “accidents” with God. As His 
child, keep your faith and confidence in the 
One who died for you and causes all things 
to work together for good for those who 
love Him.

GOD’S PROMISE: 
You have never been in an “accident,” 

and you never will be.
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A teaching letter encouraging believers to develop a clear mind and a warm heart
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Lord Jesus, Your followers in this world have experienced more persecution in our time 
than ever in the history of the church. Yet you have used this persecution to bring about 
greater commitment and zeal, and to dramatically bring in a harvest of worldwide 
proportions. You foretold, “This gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in the whole 
world as a testimony to all the nations, and then the end will come” (Matt. 24:14). 
We are privileged to see the great harvest at the end of the age before Your return. 
I thank You that Your Word is alive and active around the world. This is a time of 
unprecedented spiritual warfare, and we desperately need to submit to You and put on 
the full armor of God. For the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, but divinely 
powerful for the destruction of fortresses.

THE GREAT HARVEST

COMING SOON!
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Buy one, get one of equal or lesser value  
for half the price now through Dec. 25. 

Orders over $99 get free expedited shipping. 
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abolished the slave trade, all left their 
mark on earth, precisely because their 
minds were occupied with heaven. It is 
since Christians have largely ceased to 
think of the other world that they have 
become so ineffective in this.1

People fixated on this world rarely speak 
and act with courage and conviction. They will 
not accomplish truly great things in this life, 
because their lives lack the stability and sub-
stance of a person for whom the future holds 
greater promise than the past or the present. 
As François Fénelon said, “Time is given to us 
to prepare for eternity.”2 We might say that the 
opposite is also true—an awareness of eternity 
prepares us for time. That is, we will only live 
out our time wisely on earth if we live it out 
in light of eternity.

The opportunities and circumstances of 
this earth can never fully satisfy our deepest 
longings because God has “set eternity in 
[our] heart[s]” (Eccl. 3:11). When we long 
for more than this world has to offer, we are 
really longing for eternity. In our present state, 
time is like a torrential river that carries our 
lives away. But in our eternal state, it will be 
more like a quiet and bottomless pool for our 
never-ending enjoyment. A. W. Tozer put it 
well in his devotional classic The Knowledge of 
the Holy: 

The days of the years of our lives are 
few, and swifter than a weaver’s shuttle. 
Life is a short and fevered rehearsal for 
a concert we cannot stay to give. Just 
when we appear to have attained some 
proficiency we are forced to lay our 
instruments down. There is simply not 
time enough to think, to become, to 
perform what the constitution of our 
nature indicates we are capable of.3

There is much disappointment and dis-
satisfaction in our present world. But heaven 
will be beautiful, creative activity and endless 
adventure without pain or fear or frustration. 
Here, we are trapped by space and time, and 
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we experience sorrow when loved ones die. 
We treasure the precious moments we have 
together and savor them, even if they are short. 
But in the next world, we will have continuous, 
unbroken fellowship with God and with each 
other. The twinge of longing we feel when we 
don’t want a particular moment to end is actu-
ally our heart yearning for eternity, longing for 
what God has prepared for us in the world to 
come. It is a longing to be in the very presence 
of God Himself. Tozer continues:

How completely satisfying to turn 
from our limitations to a God who has 
none. Eternal years lie in His heart. For 
Him time does not pass, it remains; 
and those who are in Christ share with 
Him all the riches of limitless time and 
endless years.4

STEWARDING TIME

While we’re still on earth, however, we 
experience the passage of time in a way that 
causes Solomon’s words (later coopted by the 
lyricist of “Turn! Turn! Turn!”) to ring true. 
Time seems to slip between our fingers. There 
is a season for everything, but no season lasts 
forever (a fact that can be both depressing and 
encouraging!). 

The question is, how will we manage or 
steward this precious resource in a way that 
honors God and makes an impact that echoes 
into eternity? 

The apostle Paul taught the young Chris-
tians in Ephesus to “live a life worthy of the 
calling [they had] received” (Eph. 4:1 NIV); 
to “be imitators of God” (5:1); to “live as 
children of light” (5:8 NIV); and to “be very 
careful . . . how [they] live—not as unwise 
but as wise” (8:15 NIV). He then exhorted 
the Ephesian Christians to “redeem the time” 
because of the evil of the day (5:16 KJV).5 
How do we do this?

It can help to see each day as a microcosm 
of life. We wake up in the morning and our 
tasks are before us. We have plans at the begin-
ning of the day that we hope to accomplish, 

All Scriptures quoted in this newsletter are from the New American Standard Bible®, Copyright © 1960, 1971, 1977, 1995 (LaHabra, CA: The Lockman Foundation), as found on BibleGateway.com, except where another translation is indicated. 
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A time to keep and a time to throw 
away.

A time to tear apart and a time to sew 
together;

A time to be silent and a time to 
speak.

A time to love and a time to hate;
A time for war and a time for peace. 

(Eccl. 3:1–8)

In these words by King Solomon, we see 
how precious time is as a resource. However 
painful the truth may be, it is beneficial to 
come to grips with the fact that we simply do 
not have sufficient time while on this planet 
to accomplish all that our hearts desire to do 
and that we are capable of doing. So, how do 
we make the most of our time here and now? 
The key is to seek a genuine heavenly-mind-
edness. C. S. Lewis wrote:

If you read history, you will find that 
the Christians who did the most for 
the present world were just those 
who thought most of the next. The 
apostles themselves, who set on foot 
the conversion of the Roman Empire, 
the great men who built up the Middle 
Ages, the English evangelicals who 

1 C. S. Lewis, Mere Christianity (New York: Collier Books, 1960), 118.
2 François Fénelon, Meditations on the Heart of God, trans. Robert J. 
Edmonson (Brewster, MA: Paraclete Press, 1997), 72.
3 A. W. Tozer, Knowledge of the Holy (New York: Harper, 1961), 86.
4 Ibid.
5 The NASB and ESV translations use the phrasing “making the most 
of” time or opportunity.

The American rock band The Byrds 
popularized the above words of Ecclesiastes 
3:1 (as well as the seven verses that follow 
it) in their hit song “Turn! Turn! Turn! (To 
Everything There Is a Season).” People of 
all religious persuasions have enjoyed these 
lyrics for decades, but few may be aware of 
their original source—or the profound sense 
of urgency the original writer intended to 
convey. Following is the full passage: 

There is an appointed time for 
everything. And there is a time for 
every event under heaven—

A time to give birth and a time to die;
A time to plant and a time to uproot 

what is planted.
A time to kill and a time to heal;
A time to tear down and a time to 

build up.
A time to weep and a time to laugh;
A time to mourn and a time to dance.
A time to throw stones and a time to 

gather stones;
A time to embrace and a time to shun 

embracing.
A time to search and a time to give up 

as lost;

NEXT MONTH: 
Time Management, Part 4 

“What Matters in the Long Run”

TIME MANAGEMENT, PART THREE

EVERYTHING 
IN ITS SEASON

“TO EVERYTHING THERE IS A SEASON, 
A TIME FOR EVERY PURPOSE UNDER HEAVEN.” (Eccl. 3:1 NKJV)

but we don’t know how well they’ll be fulfilled—indeed, 
rarely does everything turn out precisely as we planned by 
the end of the day. We might meet all our deadlines and 
attend all our scheduled meetings, but there will often be 
things that happen that are beyond our control. 

We often begin our day filled with energy. Perhaps we 
need some caffeinated help; but we reach a point where 
we have optimal vigor to accomplish our tasks. Over the 
course of the day, we grow increasingly weary, until our 
energy diminishes as the day turns into night. We may get 
a second wind, but eventually we become so tired that we 
must go to bed. 

Our entire lives follow a similar pattern. We move 
from birth (our morning) to growth (our afternoon) 
to decay (our evening), and eventually death (sleep/
nighttime). No one stays awake forever. And no one lives 
forever, either. Sooner or later, we all must sleep. The word 
sleep is a euphemism in the Bible for death. When our day 
is done, we all sleep; but as inescapable as that is, there is 
one more inevitability: morning follows sleep. Thus, Paul 
tells the Ephesian Christians: “Wake up, sleeper, rise from 
the dead, and Christ will shine on you” (5:14 NIV). The 
Son of God comes as the bright morning star, and another 
life begins—life eternal. 

To redeem time means to buy, get, or win it back. 
Managing time well on earth (spending it on that which 
lasts) will eventually give way to time unending. There will 
be no clocks in heaven! Meanwhile, God cares about how 
we steward the days He gives us; He desires that we recog-
nize the value of time and use it carefully as the priceless 
resource that it is, for His eternal purposes. 
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