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THE GOD WHO CLOSES AND OPENS

THE PROMISES OF GOD
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Read Acts 16:6–10 
“ . . . after they came to Mysia, they were trying to go into Bithynia, and the 

Spirit of Jesus did not permit them.” (v. 7)

For Christians, stop signs can be confusing. 
Not literal stop signs, mind you, but figura-
tive ones that keep us from going down a path 
that we had thought was in line with God’s 
will. Perhaps it’s the road to a relationship: A 
man thinks he has found the right woman to 
marry, and then the relationship ends. Maybe 
it’s a career track: A woman interviews for 
the “perfect” job, but the offer never comes. 
Perhaps you once thought that your life’s road 
was leading to long-sought happiness, but 
your dream vanished like a mist.

Life is filled with stop signs. And lest 
we think that God changes our direction 
because of our immaturity or lack of 
wisdom, we need to remember how God 
abruptly closed one door on the apostle 
Paul, only to quickly open another one in a 
different direction.

Paul was on his second journey to spread 
the gospel throughout Asia Minor—or so he 
thought. Heading up through what is now 
modern-day Turkey, he and his missionary 
crew turned toward the Roman province 
of Bithynia, but “the Spirit of Jesus did not 
permit them” to enter it (Acts 16:7). Slam! 
That door was closed to the chief apostle. 
What happened? Had he misread God’s will 
for their trip? Paul had no idea.

Paul was exactly where we are at 
times—perplexed about the circumstances 
he faced and wondering what was to come 
next. But he didn’t mope or pout. Doing 
what seemed reasonable, he and his com-
panions went to the nearby port city of 
Troas for lodging. One night (we don’t know 
how long they were in Troas wrestling with 
this issue of direction), the reason for the 
closed door became evident. A man from 
Macedonia (northern Greece) appeared to 
Paul in a vision pleading Paul, “Come over 

to Macedonia and help us” (Acts 16:9). 
Paul’s conclusion was that God had called 
them to preach the gospel in Macedonia, 
not Bithynia.

Paul did the right thing: When he dis-
covered a closed door, he looked for an open 
one. He knew that God had called him on 
the journey, and he expected God to show him 
the directions and destinations as he went.

We serve the same God and are on 
similar faith journeys as Paul. So when we 
encounter a closed door, we should look to 
God, who both closes and opens doors, to 
show us our next step.

GOD’S PROMISE: 
Closed doors are a sign of  

His presence, not of His absence.
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Lord God, Your Word clearly demonstrates the need for a quality of righteousness that 
cannot be earned by us but must be credited to us. All of us fall so far short of Your 
glorious character that the differences between the best and the worst people who ever 
lived are trivial in comparison to the standard of perfection that You require. The Law 
of Moses was a tutor, pointing us to our need for faith, because no one can be justified 
in Your sight by the works of the Law (Gal. 3:24). The Law reveals the problem of sin, 
but only in Christ, who is the fulfillment of the Law, can righteousness before You be 
found. I praise and glorify Your name for Your righteousness which comes through 
faith in Jesus Christ for all those who believe. Through His gift of redemption, You 
have justified all people who transfer their trust from themselves to Him.
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All Scriptures quoted in this newsletter are from the New American Standard Bible®, Copyright © 1960, 1971, 1977, 1995 (LaHabra, CA: The Lockman Foundation), as found on BibleGateway.com, except where another translation is indicated. 

TIME MANAGEMENT, PART FOUR 

WHAT MATTERS  
IN THE LONG RUN

Life is far too short, and our accountability to Almighty God far too serious, not to make the 
most of our days. There may be multiple activities and vocations that we can pursue that will 
bring Him pleasure; however, the goal—regardless of exactly what we do—is to embrace our 
responsibility of being the best stewards we can be. 

Peter Drucker suggests three activities that might help busy leaders in dealing with time 
(these activities apply to anyone, not just people who bear a leadership title): 

Effective executives . . . do not start with their task. They start with their time. . . . They 
start by finding where their time actually goes. Then they attempt to manage their time 
and to cut back unproductive demands on their time. Finally they consolidate their 
“discretionary” time into the largest possible continuing units.1

After recording the activities to which we devote our time (step one), Drucker lists time 
management as step two (italicized in the quote), followed by consolidation of time (step three). 
To manage our time and avoid wasting it, Drucker suggests we ask three questions about each 
of our activities: 

1. “What would happen if this were not done at all?” (If the answer is, “Nothing would 
happen,” Drucker says, the obvious conclusion is to stop doing that activity.)

2. “Which of the activities on my time log could be done by somebody else just as well, 
if not better?”

3. “What do I do that wastes your time without contributing to your effectiveness?”2

Drucker closes his chapter on time with this thought:

“Know Thyself,” the old prescription for wisdom, is almost impossibly difficult for mortal 
men [and women]. But everyone can follow the injunction “Know Thy Time” if he wants 
to, and be well on the road toward contribution and effectiveness.3

I am not suggesting that every waking moment must be filled with intense, productive activity. 
Certainly, there must be time for rest and leisure, for relaxation and play. We need only reflect 
on the Bible’s Sabbath principle, the pattern of creation, and the rhythm of life to realize that we 

No one can question King David’s place in history. He certainly proved his ability 
to accomplish more in his lifetime than most men dream of. He was born in the backwoods 
town of Bethlehem, but before he died, he led the nation of Israel in an unprecedented time of 
national growth, accumulating for himself a level of wealth and fame we would have difficulty 
imagining. His name is mentioned in the Bible nearly 900 times—more than anyone other 
than Jesus Himself. To this day, many birth certificates bear his name. 

We might wonder how David was able to accomplish so much in his lifetime. His secret 
is revealed to us in Psalm 39:4–5: 

Lord, make me to know my end
And what is the extent of my days;
Let me know how transient I am.

Behold, You have made my days as handbreadths,
And my lifetime as nothing in Your sight;
Surely every man at his best is a mere breath.

David, like Moses, was impressed with life’s brevity and with the consequent importance 
of using time wisely. That, of course, is often easier said than done.

God moves with purpose in directing the flow of human history toward His ultimate goal. 
Likewise, He expects His followers to live with intentionality, properly stewarding the time 
allotted to them. Living with a proper perspective on time allows us to accomplish more than 
we would otherwise, with the resources (including time) God has given us (cf. Matt. 25:14–30).

Laziness and complacency simply have no place in the Christian life. We cannot be con-
tent to merely survive when there are so many opportunities to serve God and other people.  
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need time for mental and physical refreshment. Yet, with a 
well-developed sense of purpose shaped by God’s Word, all 
our activities and decisions will be brought into alignment 
with God’s purposes so that we can achieve maximum 
effectiveness with the time and resources God has given us.

The responsibilities and pressures of this world clamor 
for our attention and tend to squeeze our inner lives and 
starve our souls. When this happens, we lose sight of the 
things that matter most and begin to focus on the things 
that are passing away. Our value system becomes confused 
when we invest more of our thought and concern in things 
that are doomed to disappear than in that which will 
endure forever. 

As we make decisions that seek to make the most of 
our time on earth, we will reflect the character of God. 
That is our ultimate responsibility. What matters most in 
the long run is not how long we live, but how we live. A 
day of reckoning is coming, and purposeful achievement 
is a mark of the reign and rule of God coming to fruition 
in our lives.

1  Peter F. Drucker, The Effective Executive: The Definitive Guide to Getting 
the Right Things Done (New York: HarperCollins Publishers, 2006, orig. 
1967), 25. Emphasis added. 
2  Ibid., 36, 37, 38.
3  Ibid., 51. 
4  Kenneth Boa and Jenny Abel, A Guide to Practicing God’s Presence: A 
Companion Guide to Life in the Presence of God (Atlanta, GA: Trinity House 
Publishers, 2018), 186–187. 

Balanced Schedule
We all must seek a balance between rest and work, recharging and discharging. Examine your schedule from the past week, 
month, or year. Ask yourself if you’ve been “overdoing it.” Is there margin in your agenda to allow you to embrace those kairos 
(specially appointed) opportunities that God brings into your days? Or do you barely leave enough time to get from one activity 
to the next? Do you often accept requests that flatter you but drain your time and energy? 

Take time to ask God to help you set clear criteria for accepting new invitations or requests. Run every new request through 
these criteria. This is important even if you’re not overcommitted right now, because it will help you manage your time well and 
guard against unnecessary busyness in the future. It will ensure you pursue excellence in a few things instead of doing a shoddy 
job on numerous tasks. (Note: If you’re married, consider giving your spouse veto power over a new activity that overcommits 
your time or is dissonant with your life calling.)

Important vs. Urgent
We have to budget time in advance for the important things of life that could easily get swept away in the daily 
grind (cf. Matt. 6:33; Eph. 5:16). At the start of every week, review your agenda; look to see if your schedule 
includes the most important things of life that contribute to your well-being, namely: 

1. Time with God and His Word
2. People (including Christian fellowship)

3. Sufficient rest 
4. Some form of physical activity (even light stretching) 

If these four activities are not already built into your routine, put them on your calendar now. (And don’t forget 
to set a specific time each week to review this exercise!)

READY FOR 2023? 
Following are two exercises that we hope help you put some of the principles from this Time Management series into practice.4 They’re also great exercises for the start of a new year!

What matters most in the long run  
is not how long we live, but how we live.
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