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MARCHING ORDERS

We all get marching orders at some point in
life. An army battalion receives orders to help
quell a disturbance in an overseas location.

A company transfers a trusted employee to a
new city to open a branch office. A warehouse
supervisor directs his staff to complete an
inventory. Parents discuss with their teens
how they can enjoy an uninterrupted supper
hour and a family devotional time afterwards.
Marching orders reveal the character of the
ones issuing them and help determine the

purpose of the ones receiving them.

The church of Jesus Christ has marching
orders as well. They are expressed in various
ways in each of the four Gospels and in Acts
(Matt. 28:18-20; Mark 16:15-16; Luke
24:46-48; John 20:21; Acts 1:8). These orders
are commonly referred to, collectively, as the
Great Commission. Like all marching orders,
the Great Commission expresses something
about the One from whom the orders come,
and what will occupy the time and energy

of those to whom the orders are given.
Matthew’s account of the Great Commission
teaches us that God’s plan and purpose for
the church—to spread the gospel and disciple
the nations—flows out of His authority (“All
authority has been given to Me”; Matt. 28:18)
and His presence (“I am with you always, even
to the end of the age”; 28:20). God’s ultimate
purpose on earth has always been to invite
people to enter into a relationship with Him.

Those who know Him reach out to tell others.

For example, God told the Jewish patriarch
Jacob almost the exact same thing that Jesus
told the disciples: “I am the Lord, the God of
your father Abraham and the God of Isaac”
(God’s authority; Gen. 28:13) and “I am with
you and will keep you wherever you go” (God’s

presence; Gen. 28:15). And where were Jacob
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and his descendants going? To spread out to
the north, south, east, and west so that “all
the families of the earth [would] be blessed”
through them (Gen. 28:14).

So Jacob had his marching orders, and so do
we as members of the church of Jesus Christ
today. If we are Christians, they are part of
our purpose for living. Telling the world about
God’s love is no small order. Thankfully, we are
not left on our own in fulfilling our purpose.
God’s power and presence ensure that, as we

“march” in step with Him, we will succeed.

_ to develop a clear

God’s Promise:
He has called you to no purpose greater

than His provision.
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A teaching letter encourading believers

Father God, I am so tempted to
focus my attention on what I do
not have instead of being thankful
for the many blessings You have
already bestowed on me. Too often,
I approach life from a perspective
of deficiency rather than sufficiency.
And when I fail to be steadily
grateful for Your many tender
mercies, | succumb to the sin of
grumbling and complaining. Too
often, I make my joy contingent on
the outcomes I want, rather than

a warm heart

the promises You have made.

I confess the sin of grumbling
and murmuring against Your
provision and plans when these
do not meet my expectations. I
realize that unless I see all of life
as a gift from You, I will develop
an entitlement mentality that
expects things You have not
promised. Teach me to focus on
Your promises for a future with
You that will transcend anything
I could hope for in this world.
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THE TEACHING LETTER OF DR. KENNETH BOA

The Best Is Yet to Come

Three Crucial Questions

In light of life’s numerous transitions, it behooves us to become perpetual learners. Such a
g

posture necessitates recalibration—the effort to consciously bring to mind where we have

been, where we are now, and where we are headed. From graduations and weddings all the

way to retirements and funerals, we constantly need to ask these three questions:

Where have I been? Where am I now? Where am I going?

When considering these questions, it’s important to bear in mind the frequently hidden
character of a godly life. During my research for Recalibrate Your Life, my co-author
Jenny Abel and I came across a video exploring the exquisite details on a butterfly—all
those features invisible to the naked eye. The narrator drew attention to the fact that we're
understandably drawn to the towering aspects of the created order—magnificent mountain
ranges, glorious sunsets, meteor showers. These sights are hard to miss. But we often
overlook those microscopic glories that evade our regular field of vision. To see in this realm
requires a deepened vision. The consideration of where we have been, where we are now,
and where we are going often involves small marvels—a meal prepared for an overworked
single mom, a word of comfort to a desperate soul, a hymn sung with one’s aging voice to
the living God. The hidden character of a godly life requires a deeper vision, one that takes
into account C.S. Lewis’s apt observation that there are no ordinary people. If that’s true, a

life surrendered to Christ abounds in radiant glory, regardless of its seeming smallness.

A Heavenly Appetite

Considering the transitional nature of life, we inevitably confront the fact that the world
is also shot through with loss. When we’re young, we tend to grieve a future in which
the people we love will be absent. In our twilight years, however, a notable shift happens.
Nearing our own departure, we long to stay back with our children, grandchildren, and
remaining friends. There comes a pronounced temptation to live in the past, one that

hampers our ability to be God’s witnesses here and now.

Given my age, one of the most important ways I'm recalibrating these days is by cultivating
an appetite for the eternal. It’s worth pointing out that we don’t simply drift into this
mindset; our vision must first be refined. Therefore, it's worth thinking through how we
might cultivate an appetite for the eternal in the fine texture of our everyday lives. One
specific thought experiment that I like to practice with my wife, Karen, turns on the
question of what heaven will be like. Do you ever stop to consider this question? After

all, eternity with our Lord will be more vivid, vital, and substantial than anything we can
imagine. In a word, it will be more real than anything we've experienced before. Consider
the following list of features that characterizes our final home as an aid to this thought

experiment:

Won't Have Will Have

¢ the world ¢ resurrected world

¢ the flesh

e resurrected bodies

e the devil/demons * unbounded future as gardeners

of the new creation
* death, sickness, mourning,

aging, pain * enhanced relational capacity

* expanding vision of God

The Best Is Yet to Come

In his first sermon, Jonathan Edwards confronted the realities of suffering all of us experience
in this life. But he also made it clear that the best is yet to come. One of his early working
titles was, “Navigating the Stages of Life So that the Best Is Yet to Come.” In an important
sense, this is true of all believers because their destiny is eternity with God. But what about

our days on earth? Do we live as though the best is yet to come in our present lives?

I know of one 87-year-old lady who is quite forthright about the fact that her physical
health is deteriorating. From the standpoint of her aging body, these are not her “best days.”
On the other hand, she has grown closer to the Lord in her age and she’s clear that from

the standpoint of her present spiritual maturity, these are indeed her best days. To see one’s

circumstances in this light takes patience and humility, but it is a true measure of wisdom.

I also think of the final days of Corrie ten Boom'’s life. At this point, Corrie was an invalid
who could barely manage to speak. Nevertheless, her caregiver, Pam Rosewell, was blown
away by the palpable joy radiating from her elderly charge. In one touching moment, Corrie
managed to express her desire to sing a favorite hymn. Together, these two ladies sang in

Dutch about Christ as victor—a fitting valedictory for a life devoted to the King of kings.

All Scriptures quoted in this newsletter are from the New American Standard Bible®, Copyright © 1960, 1971, 1977, 1995 (LaHabra, CA: The Lockman Foundation), as found on BibleGateway.com, except where another translation is indicated.

Christ is indeed victor. He has overcome the world and
there is nothing to fear—in life or death. If we draw
breath in our lungs, our lives can make that triumphant
declaration. And when we do breath our last, the
message lingers on, in heaven and on earth, as we're
ushered into the everlasting joy and presence of our

loving Father.

Followers of Jesus are winding up, not down. For those
of us in our twilight years, our best days are not behind
us. Rather, we are moving toward a better quality of

life—a better country, as we are told in Hebrews.

At this point in my life, many of my mentors are

long since dead and I now devote most of my time to
mentoring others. By God’s grace, I hope to instill in
others some of the wisdom that’s been imparted to me.
One of the great joys of this pursuit consists in helping
others to connect the dots in their lives—to see the

shape of God’s grace in their daily circumstances.

We're not meant to undertake this
journey alone. We need each other to
spur one another on and to remind
one another that our paths meet his
“larger way,” to draw from Bilbo’s
song in Lord of the Rings. Our destiny
is unspeakable glory and pleasure
forevermore. Are we ready for that
final transition?

One Piedmont Center, Suite 130 ¢ Atlanta, GA 30305
info@kenboa.org
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